Tom Edison:

One of the major reasons I am displeased with what TAP
has become is that you have spent nearly 50% of the damn
space bitching and venting your spleen and other organs
about what you don't like about us, the readers. We
subscribed because the original version contained inter-
esting and useful information, not the ravings of an
ego-maniac who is pissed at himself because he can't
handle the job, and wants somebody else to do it for him.

Knock off the crap, and get back to business, or I shall

cancel also.
V¥ash., D.C.

1 received the above letter a few days ago and usually when-
ever someone feels strongly enough to take the time to write
a poison pen letter to the editor, there are probably many
other readers that feel the same way but are just too damn
lazy to voice their opinions or they feel that their complaint
letters will never see the editorial page. T could have taken
the easy way out and just thrown away your letter but I feel
that anybody that takes the time to write me deserves a reply.

I'm very sorry that you disapproved of all my bitching but it
WAS necessary! People are basically lazy. TAP readers are
almost dead! To try and get some of our readers to write an
article is almost as impossible as trying to get Bell to reduce
phone rates! I honestly hoped that if T antagonized enough
readers they would get off their asses and write me, even if
they began their letter with "Stop bitchin', Edison, here's the
info you wanted. " No such luck. I then tried an "open door"
policy where T decided to tell our readers EXACTLY where
we sto~d financially. I let you all know that we needed new
subscribers fast. As an immediale result to all of your NCN-
action, I was forced to increase subscription ratesl

In another attempt to get some help I opened the TAP office
from 12 noon to 200 PM for the months of July & August. Do
you know how many TAP readers came in to help? I won't
embarrass TAP by telling you how many people came in, but
ynu could count them all on one hand and still have fingers left
over to finger-fuck your girliriend while cleaning out your ear
wax with your pinky!

As for being an ego-maniac, T plead guilty! I'd be a hypocrile
if T told you that going from a lowly subscriber to editor-in-chief
hadn't given me a swell head!

As for being pissed at himself because I can't handle the job,
you're partially rightl I AM pissed that T can't do a better job
but considering the fact that since I joined TAP we've published
reqularly and the fact that T have a full time cutside job along
with several other part time jobs, I don't feel that that I've fucked
up the job too much, do you?

And as for wanting someone else to do the work for me, you're
absolutely correct! I'd like nothing better than to sit on my fat ass
just collecting the money and let some other sucker do all the work,
but unfortunately it's just not happening that way. I wish that some
of you who are bitching about the lack of technical info in our more
recent issues could spend just cne day at the TAP officel After 47
issues, there is just so much reader supplied info. I admit that
I've had to scrape the bottom of the barrel sometimes for articles,
but at least I've tried, which is more than I can say for most of
you! Don't complain to me about the lack of technical infol You
send it to> me and I'll print it!

And finally, don't you threaten me about canceling your sub.

N body put 2 gun.to your head to foree you to subscribe and T can
assure you that even without your subsecription, TAP will survivel
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Pay Bills by Phone

UTOMATIC Telephone Payments (ATP) is an

idea whose time has arrived. The service may be
offered by 100 banks throughout thé country within
the next few months. Why do consumers like the idea?

The overwhelming plus is that il's easy and convenient,
It saves lots of time. There are no checks to write. no
envelopes to seal or address, no stamps to lick. You can pay
bills without leaving your home or office. You can use the
service almost any time, day or night- Even when you are out
of town, you can call in your bill payments if you didn’t have
time before you left.

ATP cuts down on paperwork. Your record-keeping is
made simpler. And it eliminates the embarrassment of writ
ing bad checks for regular bills

It's usually far cheaper than conventional bill-paying
methods. It can cost as little as a 10cent or 20cent phone
call. Some financial institutions charge no service fee at all.
Some charge a monthly flat fee of $2 to $4. Some charge a
10-cent or 15<ent fee per transaction.

Consumers who use the service like It so much that they
wish they could use it for all their bills. Butymost systems
are set up to handle only the regular, recurring payments,
which accougt for 60 to 78 per cent of your financial
obligations.

However, the service has encountered customer resist
ance in some markets. Because it's such a new and innovative
idea. people don't understand what il's all sbout, The unfs.
miliar naturally breeds suspicion.

Drawbacks volced by those who have not used the
service include the fear that they will somehow lose control
over their payment process. Bul payments are made only to
vendors whom vou've authorized ahead of time. And pay
ments are nol made unless you make the phone call to
activate the payment.

Some falks prefer the security of having canceled checks
as proof of pavment. ATP systems furnish a monthly state
ment listing all transactions. The Internal Revenue Service
accepts the monthly statement as proof of pavment as long as
the bank backs it up. However. in some localitiles. courts
have not yet ruled whether ATP statements will be sufficient
proof of payment in all sifuations

Some people worry that the svstem may be too compl
cated for them to operate. But after placing the phone eall,
you get step-bystep instructions from a live operator or
recording.

Concern has been expressed that privacy will be lost —
that your bank will find out your bill-paying habits. But if
you now have a checking account. your bill-paying habits are
already known to your bank.

Some persons don't want to mix their transaction funds
with their savings funds. This refers to ATP service offered
by thrift institutions in states that prohibit therm {rom offer-
ing payment accounts. Bul money in savings accounts re-
ceives interest up to the time you authorize payments to be
made — an advantage over placing your money in & regular
checking account.

Giving up “the float" is anolther reason some people
don't favor ATP. You must have funds in the bank at the
time you suthorize payment. No chance to race to the bank te
make a last-minute deposit before the check clears.

Ma Bell Strips

A new patient was quite upset when the doctor’s nurse
led him to a curtained cubicle and told him to undress.

“But 1 only want the doctor to look at my ingrown toe-
nail!” he protested.

“Our rule is that everyone undresses,"” curtly answered
the nurse as she left him.

“Durn fool rule,” grumbled the patient as he comphed,
“making me undress to look at my toe!"

““That's nothing,”” came a “oice from the next cubicle,
*“] came in to install another telephone.”

NO.48

IF YOU FIND MISTAKES in this publicatiuz,

please consider that they are there for a

purpose. We publish something for everyone

and some people are always looking for
istakes

© Youth Hot Line Reports, Inc. 1978- Do not make checks
out to Youth Hot Line Reports, PLEASE| Movement groups
may reprint without permission with TAP's address given
with 21l credits. Please send us a copy of reprinted work.
Warning: We will prosecute copyright violators.
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is an avazirs
tasically a manual
lert mayrer that covers hncermemade weapce=s,
arson, sxplosives, dirty tricks, asd counter-
feiting. Saxen accurately 51115 it as tre
mCst QUITAgEOUS book on improvised weaponry
ever.

" ané
beox. It’s

FMJE 15 ¢ivicded irto two sectioms. The first
is ty Sexor ard concerns gereral de-it-
yourself style nestiress and destruction.
Typbcal topics are " tear Fas’, cnerical
igniters , "the eleve~ skot shetgur , 2rd

tort handline and cratection.” Material is
clearly yresented in Saxen’'s very uniece arn?d
nurorcus style. Tre plars and forrulas are
sirple but effective and sc¢ are easily
e€nacted by even the most drug-crazed and
rorelly tarkrupt TAP reader.

delay

The second half of FMJE
on arson written ty a merder of the cther side
(ie: a pcrker). It~ s quite ennnsive ard
concentrates ¢n the "how t¢’s of this growth
frdustry. B8ighly recorrended for anyore who
has a burring desire {(ugh) tc get ever with
the ForeCo.

is a technizal pajer

The only way ip which PFMJB can be faulted is

ir the fact trat a small amount of irformaticr
Ls outdated and thus ipaccvrate. For exarzle,
ammceniur nitrate (an explosive mentiored) is no
longer available in rlant turseries. Nircotire
Insecticide, for which Saxen has a rather rovel
use, has also gcne the way of the three slot
rayfone, It is, nowever, only a small amcunt of
inforration {n-PMJB that is =rrorecus and the
enterrrising reader will quickly discover what
raterial ro longer applies.

The Survivor is a monthly nawsletter

jutlished by Saxor. It”s suprcsed tc be a
continuation cf PMJB but in my opirtcr dces

not fulfill this role. It seers to te
concerned with survivirg some sort of vajue
catastrerhe {as the name implies). I was =ever
one for imrinent d¢isaster and do not find mest
cf the materlal relevant. A lot of it deals
with various aspects of (pcst blowout)
priritive 1ifestyle such as tlacksrithine,
sindpower, survival nutrition, etc. There
sore raterial which corrects ard adds to PMJ
{the letters column is best in this respect)
tut the majority of the matertial in The
Survivor is cencerned with making it past trat
tig turrer. A lot of this taforration is

siTply reprints from olé fermilaries tnat (like
Eenley’s) that Saxon 1s kig on bLl sepm to be of
l1ittle value. If you’re irto the “coming crask
mentality you’d probadly enloy The Survivor. Cn
the cther hard, {f you are the average
TAP reader who'd rather screw Bell than stalk the
¥ild rutadbaga it’s of limite¢ value. But P*JB is
a gerl

late note: Saxon 1s now sellinz a new edition

of PMJE that includes some additicral texts on
firewerks for $12.22. I have not seer this new
edition tut am su it is well worth the roney
teirp as«eé¢. The Survivor ts $£.2¢ cer vear

for a morthly sud. BRoth are availadle f»
Atlan Torrularies, Pox 45%, Furexa Calif 9“21

..

fror Eno’s sonf
rair -
square,

elc to

* the nare of this colurr ccres
“Miss Shapirc”: and the infzrmatic-

slasned the dirty window fanes in the
Flpase Alregt apy covrents, criticise,
Inforration 2ain Servic® c/95 TAF
estecially irterested (n srowing
irterest ir havirg
reveiwine some cf

teiry tutlished th

rats

ATsl

The Elephant
and the Gnat

A SUDiln per-year Jumbo gat—
that a3 the prone company in
1571 Since then, 108
Paiinaned wto a
573t on-aallar-
oo year
mega-giant.
At the
same
tme.
Ine

prone phreaks—ATT s swom enemy, (hose
people who use devious electro-wiuandey
itke blue bowes and black bows—haie
grown by an even greater percentaye.
although stili tiny by Companisan in actual
numpers. One important off-shoot of 1tis
crafty subcaiture Is a publication calied
Tap

Scenes first covered TAP in 1971, when 1t
was 3 baby newsleter with only 100 suo-
scrivers. In 1974, ornator and editor Al
Bell abdicated to successor Tom Edison

all those 1avoived go by pseudoayms for

“Althougn we call TAP an ‘information
oaly’ source. we do encourage all our
readers 1o send 10 any hot 1ips Abouk & new

opment

devedc
sophisticated technology \(I&\lmw
witn 10 wnutf us out. one of us always
invents a way around 1. shares @ Lhrougn
he paper. and soan 2l tne phreas are oa

cemted an office at 1201 Broageay. room
S8 i's open every Wednesday alternoon
unul Y p.m. Aayone can come 1 and rap
with us about phone prodiema. get infor-
mation. O just swap sorles about what's

York, N.Y. 10638).

Al this point, there are literally hundreds
of ideas that TAP spreads among M3
moathly readership. Here are just a
few

eWars to hook into the workiwide mili-
tary Audovan sysiem and have access 10
any important “"hot line.

ePlans for making special umproved
sugs for pay phones. or where (0 get

them

@ Merhods for turming tralfic ', ghts green
ahile nemaiming in vour car

elatest schemes fur gelung iree elec
ey

®How 10 lower phone bills every munth
by repuncting the computer card. Creating
a special refund that gets deducted from.
the next month s bul.

Doesn 't anybody ever get caught in a
npoff enterprise of this magniude? <Oc
axionally,” Edison admiried. “But nol
often. We're extremely carelul lt's impos-
sible ro teiephone us. and we scTeen all our
requesis very theroughlv. The ones that
ook suspicious get distouramng replies
We sared every single piece of diarded
paper Man. does ATT hate us. " he chuck-
led. *You know. there’s really nothing the:
can do. All their tracking mactinery s
hecome so complex and expensive It's

1or them 10 ahecik sut sag yefify

teck-cprreak

The abcve article crigirally appeared in the September 23th
issue of THE VILLAGE V2ICE in the Scenes colur:n written
by Howard Smith & Leslie Harlib. This is as good z time as
any to publically thark the Voice anc especially Srith & Harlib
for giving us a plug now znd agair. when we needed :t. I've been
a Voice subscriber for 1€ years and 1 go back to when it was
13¢ and 1) pages. It's now 607 and well cver 100 pages and
while some Vaice readers feel that the new large size makes
the Voice less intimate, I perscnally feel that the increase in
size has made f:r a wider range 1opics and writers. The
fascinating information in Smith's Scenes column alone is
worth the price of the issue. I owe Howard Smith 2 personal
vote of thanks because it was his TAP plug in the September
1974 issue of the Voice that enabled me tc write to TAP fera
supscriptizn which led eventually tc my be:::mm ._:ht rof TAP

one year subscripti:n costs 313

K $9. Write to: The Vzice, Subscription
Ryan Way, Maricn, Chiz 433J2. Tell 'em Tom Eaiscn sent ja.

NEW RAT§§ n




312A TRUNK

BEWEY ELErTeon ng

TEST sgvT

PALO ALTO, CaL

-48V  METER "TRUNK

@) “‘!3'130‘(!§9 P ) “jié

SPEARER Leve

NORMAL

SATTERY on Ring

vy OFF Hook

REVERg
BATIEg, ,,:[,“_ | 7‘

MODEL 312A ~r

The Berry Electronice Model 312A Trunk Test Sel Is a porlable Muttilrequency (MF) and Dial Pulse (DP) sender with
Built-tn trunk monitoring for tesling and trunks and trunk equipment, Provislon Is made for
the lelephone craftsman o monitor the trunk under tes! v'a a built-in loudspeaker or to actually communicate on the trunk
being tested by using the “TEL SET" jacks and a slandard telephone headsel. Two Light Emitting Diode (LED) front panel!
Indicators show the craftsman trunk batlery polarity. “NORMAL" polarity (Batltery on Ring) lights one LED while
"REVERSE" polsrily (Battery on Tip) NHghts the other LED. Battery reverssi supervision and signalling are quickly and
unambiguously displayed. Parallel connected "TRUNK'™ Jacks allow other test instruments to be connected to the trunk
under tes! slong with the 312A. This feature Is parlicularly useful in lransmission and nolse tesling with the 312A being
used to outpulse the proper test number for 1 milliwall test tone or “quiel line” with an external level meter In paralle! to
measure the lone or noise level. An isolated and bridging “METER™ jack Is provided on the 312A for connecling

5 ents with d and/or low imp e Inpuls to the trunk under lesl. Many Insiruments such as spectrum
snslyzers, wave analyzers, and vacuum lube voltmelers have such inputs and these are normally difficult to connect to a
balanced trunk without a bridging amplifier. Six highly stable transistor oscillators provide the standard 700, 900, 1100,
1300, 1500, and 1700 Hr MF irequencies for producing all MF codes including KP2, Code 11, and Code 12, thus making
the 312A useful lor tesling CAMA, TSPS, and Inlernalional Direct Distance Dial (IDDD) trunks. Normal power for the 312A
Is -48 VDC trom the central office battery. With option 01 the 312A Is powered either by the -48V central office battery or
Ra own Internal battery pack.

Dear TAP,

Thank you for your inquiry concerning the 312A MF & DP Trunk
Test Set. ''e are currently supplyin;” a nunber of Bell System
and Independent telephone companies with this test set. The
primary area of interest and application has been in switching

(Buipues sjjym)

souspadw| Jnding

THX0L-0Q

PeduR|Eq SWYO 009

slury summiedwiey

“(Bups.edo) 9,09 % 0

maintenance. I have enclosed several data sheets for your con-

venience.

The 31204 Trunk Test Set is far less costly than competitive
instruments, and yet has superior performance and features.
The price of the 312A, which operates from both central office

battery supoly and its own internal battery puclt, is 3650, The

snall size and 1li-ht welzht makes the 312A very versatile and
easy to use.

If you or anyone else at your company vould like more infor-

mation rerardinc the 312A MY & DP Trunk Test Set, please call
or uritel

ELECTRONICS nC.
MT VIEW, CA 84042
415-985-0337
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T HEAR THE POLIC F 15
LAYING OFF MEN. HOOPLE! HE
SAYS HE CAN CUT POWN, NOW
T YOUR BOARDING HOUSE
Y HALF FULL!

e ——
THE NEIGHBORHOOD 15 CRIPFING

IN FOR A GIFT FOR THE
AMBULANCE DRIVER WHO
CARTED OFF YUR LATEST
FLAKE! HAW-HAW '

suoyjeaiy1oeds

_ GUESSING,
\ BAXTER=

Address all mail and checks to:

Published for informational purposes only by Youth Hot Line Reports, Inc.
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BE CAREFUL, ®
BAXTER! THE
POLICE MAY
INVESTIGATE
THAT STRANGE
EXTRA WIRE
CIRCLING YOUR
ELECTRIC
METER g 3

g

TAP,ROOM 418,152 W.42ST, NY 10036

Dessert of Day: 48
Pot Luck...

Two Kittatinny Regional High
School students face juvenile court
action because they added too much
“spice” to brownies in a home eco-
pomics class, police said.

State police in Newton sald yes-
terday that two lG—Knrold boys in a
cooking class in the school in the
Sussex County community of Hamp-
ton loaded brownles with marijuana
and passed them out to classmates. .

The teacher became suspicious
when students began wolding down
the treats, police sald.
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