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Lock-Pick Larceny
By

Alexander Mundy

Insert your wrench lnto the cylinder and exert
pressure on the plug via the wrench. Next,
take your pick and puch up the one pin 80 that
it reaches the shrear line. The plug will turn
in the shell. Congratulations!!1 You have
just picked a one pin cylinder.

I hope al~ of you TAP readers have either
made or acquired your lock picks, because I will
teach you how to use them.

In order to get started, you will need the
following equipment:

1. A pair of twee~ers
2. A set of followers

For your next experiment, try putting different
amounts of pressure onthe wrench and feel the
difference as you push up the pin. Also, use
your wrench in the various positions shown.
After you get the feel of picking the one pin,
try moving that pin to a different pin chamber.
Don't forget about the top pin and spring.

After practicing for awhile, try adding another
top and bottom pin and spring to the cylinder
and practive some more. Keep picking and also
remember the feel you are acquiring. Soon you
will be able to work your way up to 5, 6, and 7
pin cylinders.

F
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P.s. While picking a cylinder, you should keep
the cylinder steady by placing it in a v~ce or
other suitable holder.

Bottom of
Key\vay

Positio~s of a turning
wrench 10 a cylinder

Top of
keyway

Pressure may be applied wither upward or
downward on the turning wrench.

Most commonly
used size

Picture from HPC catalogue

You TAP readers can make a set of followers
from brass or plastic round stock o~ tubing.
The important point to remember, is in making the
follower, the end must match the plug. When you
pu~h the follower through the shell, the top pins
and springs should not fall down in between the
plug and follower.

3. Rim or Mortice cylinders (stay away
from the ones with a curved keyway, like Yale
and Lockwood and also the ones with mushroom or
spool pins, like Corbin and Russwin.)

These cylinders are harder to pick for the
average beginner.

In order to start, remove the tail piece of
the cylinder. It is usually held on by two
screws or a spring clip. Next, take a follower
and remove the plug from the shell. Be careful
not to drop any of the pins. Also, when pushing
the plug out of the shell, make sure that the
key is slightly turned and that the follower is
firmly against the plug. Otherwise, you will
jam one of the top pins or springs between the
plug and the follwe as you are pushing out the
plug_

~~;"t., r ernov e ali. the bot tom p i ris , except one.
It'S posltlon 1n the plug does not matter.
Also, remove all the top pins and springs,
except. the one that matches the bott:om pln.
Now reassemble the plug in the shell. Be Care
ful that the top pln and sprlng does no~ fall
lnto any of the unused pin chambers in the plug.
Take your ~urnin9 wrench and plck <you should
us~ a hook pick llke this)
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A. cy r i nue r SiJl." 1 n q
B. Top P1Il

C. MushruoITI Top Pln
D. Ball Bearing ilnQ 'l'u[J Pln ust2d oS a

Bottom Pin
E • Reg u 1 '-!r 13o t. t om Pin
F. Shear Li ne
G. Pin Charnbe r
H. Plug (the pa r t, where the key f 1 ts in)
1. Top a nd Bo t.t.om P.ln ill t h c Shear Li n«
J. Shell

'l'he shell e r.d the plug along with tilt:
springs, top pins a nd bottom p i n s , f o r ms
a cylinder.



Continued From Issue #95

I. Tools

1.1 Pick Shapel

Pit" f'O"" i. I",eral .hap" .,d ,ues. firw" '·1 '''0.. UI' ~l eo"''''OI "apet, n,
....dl. ud 'UI f>l , pick .,. ,I.. urn, for all pic n, ".. et" __...~ """'or"~k ...d , .

, .., ",..a"" , .... nov.1t &0 ..old "wmpill pi ~.II". I' I". 'u. Y loo '''ia. ,tl t

-.11 wa lik, a sPUDI ..... ~ou .itl k.oM tbt 1..1 of ,,,, tip i,aerac'ia, _i," the pins. n ••hpt

01 l~f ,., dttum'a", '0••uj', th pick pa.un our a'" piD. net .... t • i.d f>l f.edb..ck 1CH1 Itt

ftOfll ,ac~ p.a.

n. clai" of • Lip it • eornprom_ "'L.~n 01 l...rlio•. UM or .i,tld,.••, ••d '"'

01 ,., .a'"acltoa. n. It.Jr eliamo,d Lip wiL" .hllo ,lf1I ...U, &0 iuuL ..d "mO'l'. ~

'0. caa appl, prasult ..... th. pick .. IDO-ill i. ttlh, di'f'('tio.. It cu quickl, pick. lock

thl ~u lilli, .a"uto" il th, lUI'''' oflb, k" pi'L I( tilt ~. "qair..... h)' lh' ...... clup

cat ~'.fU "'0 lhllow nUt t". pick tnay arM b. .ble t.o p.... Lit. _",dl. pi, do... far tllOlf,lt.

n ....11dlaMoad pick ••llt .tttp ulles ('O,,&deltal .i,...eIil • Ioc•• nd i. Irau,1 aa"p UII...

l'tIl' '0'1 ~~"" r,Mfb.d atoo", ,t.. pi"., t:.'Df,...wl,. t"••, , ull... "'all. i' ••rd" &0 trio.,.

,It. ,ud " , .. k>cl A 'ip.th, .......~~11o. lroet ...." ud '"P bwk UII, ...oru .tll lor

Yal, k>cka.

nt ball 'Quad tip ..orh -til i, d,d ta"'bln loeb, s... If'('lte>e '.13. n. ',,11diamOlld

nd filII "",ad lip, au "atful fo' lock. th' h., piu III t~. Lop ..d bottom f>l Lb. ~'T-ay.

Tat ukt ltp U dn.,,,.cf 10f pitkin, pi.. 0 .. b, OIt, h en ,be be "..d &0 nh 0." 'hf

P'II1. b,,' ,~, P'",Uff nil oal, l>c .pplMod U lit. pK' ....t ..dr ..... l'll, uk, lip 1.110... )'0. to

tart:ullJ rut ,~d. I'" net .ppl, ..t,ill' urtou.u of p,....,.. Sotn, rah 'ip' ar. n., or du'rd

oa Ib, top to ",a~..., ,t CUlfr lO all,;" thr pad oe tbt pf•. Tilt pumuy b~nrrlt of pitkin, pillS

00' at a t,m. I' I~tl y(lU ''''old ~Talchill~ lit, pltU Scr"bbln~ ,,,,a'eb.., ,tI, tip. of ttt. ,Htl' and

,ttl' \,,. .... ,.. ud " ,prrws mUal dUSI throlJcho.t Ibr kxl. If ,ou "'I\t to .,.old 1l'lt'in~ UlC:U.

"."al, ",on aLUO' l~" a "1"lar pick. T .., ."'~. Lip IJ paHlcularlr rood at 0PUIDC h., pill

bov"bold kx'" W~tD a naL. tiP ....~d fo, p,du,t, it ca. 1<' '.0 or tlln pial .1 OD<t

lh.:tlraJl,. lb, nih p,d acU Ilk, a IIflm'll~ or a kiT -blrb ell b-- adjlll"d by "hibl aDd

klw"lnl ,b, lip. by tlltlill It b~k uef 'o,th. aad b)' valli' fltilff to lop or bett.orn of lbe tip

,~ ....... td ~ IJ'.oduau to ~""J tof'qu, .'lb • DIlUf J"ck tc .Uo.....t,.) pin to bl.d ., 'h,

no'lt tim, nlJ It,~ of pldID, II 1"t.rl thu U"DIl a nke &lid il In.,.. ... hili, niduu

1.2 Street cJ~..ner bri.tJel

Tb, lrl)IID, ""I bru'ln ...d oa al't',t duu" mah ucelk.l &bob (or lcxk pidilll

Tbe brUlln .a'Of "t nlb\ t"ck.,.. .. d ••d'b. aDd Lb" art ~uy Lo "illd lat.o l~, OesllPd

'blJW T., ,.",,1l101 Loob art aprilllY ud '1'001, ~ettO. 1.3 dcscuba .ow t.o ml~r tool., lbat

Tb. r,n, Itfca ,a "'10kill' ~\, " Lo nad ofT ally run 011 U" b,",la CoIIV'W "," .and

P'P" .-o,ka rlU U d~ a It,,1 "'001 clnllinc plod (Dol eopp.r .0(1) If 'be ,d,,, or lip or ~h,

brutl, u, -01", do .....M a (ii, to "'alt abtrn aqaart.

A '-Otqa~ -,,~_ Ii ... a lind ..d a ....dl, ....1110•• ta fir." I·' 1'\, lind II w ,II)' 1/2

t.o :1/4 01 U IlK' ~al ud tb. hadl, ulla rrom 2 Lo ~ i.(I1 .... \oal Th had ud '" etl,

1fT _par.'rd by • bnd '~'t II ,bo.l flOd'lf't'a n. lind enUII be k>el UOlll~ t.o ,,"' .. o..r

u, 11'01",110.. ~",c' .... IU~Proor collar) ud r,rml, ,,,,.,, tb. plw. A loti .....dl, aflo••

d,hcI'. COU~ 0"" ",. &orqv,. b,,' ,t it .. too '01 •. it •• 11 bump "IU"'" th, doorfra.mf Th,

budlf, ~.-.d ud bud ulle caa be ",-..de qYllI atnall if TOU .ul I.e m.~, \.oob tba.\ I.lt'U, t.o

1'011(.... 1 (t I • ,. a p.a. nubltlbl. or btll butkle). So",r Lorqll' -"Dctln , ••• , DO dr,r" ''''"'

III "If h,dl,. n, ,..", ",ak" ,t tU, to tolltrol tht torque by coillrollia. ho- rar tb, handlt

llu btu drO",U'<1 fTOfl'l 'U If'11 poalltOll The t.udl, ~d.s ..., • ,pfl"1 .. bi(~ ~u I~. \orqll' Tb,

d..,Iod"uu., cl IIIlJ muboc! or HUH'll tilt lorq". U Ihat ,oIl 1.1 l~ r,Pdback ,bevl \lIt

,o, ..t~ 01 lb, 111-, To pir\ cllrhcuh kxh you .ill Ilt:,d tolur&! tlo- to apply. 'ltad, torque

..,•• 'lIn '-..<He'd lOiqu, ""n(~

T~, .. uh\) of tbch... d o( I to,q", ."ncb d'h:I""au bo••,11 I' -,II 'II lilt h,w ..)'

~\.t ."lit OIt.rtQ .... \" ... ,., .(r I. 1f.,1. lcxl.) Ilrfd Lorqll' lIlrUlcb", -It. ""0" h"d, l~'or,

l ....o'n~ 'I" \:0'"11' hi' l"r Ituo 10 Iht d"."d ....dlh A lu"al pur~.l' .r'''til ,u l>fo m ..d,

Diagrams next page.

b, ""o.,•• ,II, lip h"-owl 1/4 •• (11) 01 lIlf IH~ T"t a,,. r,tl ,n,,11 h"",....",1, t~. ,n' 01

,h, h,a4 • -td, "'0"1" t.o .,ab a .o,mal k..,. a,

Til .. ~a,d .,af' 01 ",akia. a klfqU' .rurll It b-tlldIFIf; 'h, bUill, ""ho"1 cr~~IDI II To

"'ak, , ... tk) .rl'" ~udlf ,.n,. d.mp lb' bud orah. "rilll, (abou' DDt i,ctt) ill a .,iIM.,d PI

"I"n \.(} .,uP ,II, ..".,l. aboua 3/1 ortori •• r~ ,bo... lb • .,. Yo" en WM ...~ .. ., ,an orph..,..

.... lud,cJ a... Apply a 4~ cha'''' '.ul "ry t.o kup l~e ... u 01 ,to, '-M' l"It'd w" .It~ 'tl,

a.d f>' l~, ".utl. No .. MOH , .... ph.n bl6\ altO'lo., '/1 I't~ nd apply allt "",a"I" 4~

clt,r.. Yoe .,11 Iud &c , ..., "It bUltl, "'0" U,u to d'fT,n •• ord" &0 N'• ~nn.... t to

df"" '•• 1

To ••h t~, to eI,.,,, ".ad ~.d. lilt Ut. ",.tl. "' or 'h -iN \" .~, '/4 "tit (eo

3/4 ilf. II aim •• ,'" "iN) rlwe th ••••k oS a 1<1t. d,.", a,.i , t~. b,.,t. aid '-ud t~,

_')fill "HI aloud Il abo", to dr"",,, Tbu altoutd 11ft a Pfnn ' 10 d~.,t. b..d i. tltt

m,tal Try tD htp ,tI. ua. of th, ~.d pttpndtnlar t.o 'h Itaad"- Th 1IC,~.. d,i.f' .~nk

UtI,," thl t~. ,.d,,,,f>l ""at"n .ill aot b. too .m.lI. Aay ~.ded obi«' ...HI wor. (t,I.,

dun bit, tf'f'dk 10M plitA. or a PIli up) If )'ou h", 'roubl. -itlt Llti. IntLltod. try Jrupilll Lit.

'uitllt wll~ lwe pl.,n Mparatf'd b)' .boll' If'. i.cb net bud Tltl. "'t,hod prodvct:S • IUlk

""., 'hll woe', b'uk tht bu,U"

A .".eh'J "~ffl .. ill Irn,I, ePffd L~C' job 01 ma. ia, a pack. h ,.lIn • bit 0( p,..cli« to

k". ~()W fltUt a"'C)()llt nta -.LIt , r,i.dille ....ltr,l. b"t iL ...... kst L,m, to ptadtct ..d mah

'''0 or '~rrf pith ,Ill, it don to bud filt a sla~I, pick Th, fa,.., .trp is 10 cv' lltof Itonl u(k

or th, p,d l,;,. Ih, h01ll of 'I" ....ul lO do ,~u Hold ah, '""llf a' 4:> d'Jrf'n t.o tb, -1"rI

ud "'OYf U. brull, a.d. to SIde U you ,"ad awn ,b, ""Ial Grind Iklwly to HOld

OY"tlUtI"l tit, tnftlt. .lIitb mllln tl brilll, H '"f "'r,,1 chnan ~r (t.o duk blu,). )'OW

h.r o• .,-'..t.-d It. ",d )'OW ahovld cried a.I~· th, rok>r,.d porltoll NUl. n' lh, ba.ck u,I, or

"If 'Ip aiD' ,~c C'Ornrr of lht -hul Vavall, 0., to'UI II ... .,,,...r ," .. '''r 04""...<I yoa

'bovlef ." a~" OU. Hold Ult pick at tb, duuf'd nett .."d .10",1, pu,h it '.Lo "If ('Orllff 01 tb.

.. ..ttl nt, aaO, ol th .101••ho.ld Ct" "If but Ullt lk 'Ult 'hat 'bt tip or 'hr plrk if

"'pro'"'' It ' ... 1""dl"lI: ""ttl slalli' U flol ebor ",oulh 1.0 til... hrtl Lo lupport tilt tip. ut(

Iludl, .0Il< pi.. ", 1.0 ..old ,,,, '.p Tht cut .hould should pus a"oulh abo", "l1Joflh... idt" of

lb, bllSL" It "e 'Ip urn, oul .,11. COll""U' Otbf' .. ,', brfl~ II orr and 'ry aplll You CaD

b,ul ,h...,,,, .. b~ c1arnpllll .1 IlIt.o a YIU aDd bfDdlDK II .harply

Th' ('ornt' 01 '", ...11,,1 U lho .lId \0 I'I~d Ih, 'Ul' of ,~, Jllrl Pul a Krlll'h m'l~ ,n

IbdlCll, bo- (u bLCk 'bt lalll abould 10 Tb. lin. should be kJn~ fIIoullb t.o Illow lhr lip Lo

p ..... 0 .... ' lht b",k pill of • H.n pill kx-k elll Ib, \ai'll by m'llllll ...... rral Imool\> p~~~ c>"tr

tbt ('Orb" Eub JltoM .I"'~ al ,b. "p aDd rno..,~ t..o 'b, ....'u<b m&r~ Try l.C "me"r In:! th.n

• 1116lb of III ITlcb or m,\.1 WIlb u..ch pL'D lux ''''0 r,n,e" t.o bold lhf b",tl, Oll tb, ,I". at

th, proprr ablll' -hil, my ot." ~~Ild pu,ht3 ~he bandit or t~e P'('~ Lo coo..., ~bt ~all'; .V>nJ; lb.

liSt' ""hatr"" trcbDIQur wor~, bMi rOt 701

\I.e a bud rile Lo liD"~ Ulf "I(t. It ,lIould r,,1 amool~ t1 you fUll a (Ibln lIall 0"" It

Atl'T roulIbDf'U ... ill add 101M I.e tll, rr~b",l yov walll t.o I,t (rom tb, kx:k,

TI.. OUler .bulh ~ pbou e..bl, (l.1l bt UJoI'd ... a balldl, ror the pick Rcmo", \llIff or

four f>l tlill .. If,.. from. Itnl'\ 01 ohlt nd P\l'~ i' onr tb, pick. 11 lb, .hulll ",on'l a'a, I~

plll.(t, you e..II pu' IlOmt rpo....,. 011 til, 'alldl, b,roH puabln~ ll. ••b"'l~ o" ..r i'

1.3 Bicycle .poke.

A. '"lrllllh''' Lo m.~'DI a.ool. out 01 ,lr~I dUMI b,ulln a to ",a~' them out c) ... ts

.ad ~it'c1, lpoku, TIII'M rnl'u'llJ aff u.stl, t..eu .. i\>l, and .b,n ,li" .rt bUI "HIed. l\l"

.ill h••Honlll 'haa tool.t mtAt Irom bu.,lln

A .uonl to'q.t .. ,fIIcb en be eooslrllcl,d lrom LIl ~pncy .ail (about ,I 'Deb

d""'tltr) rtr~t h... , .p ,b, ~el ",lh I JlrOfllftt \.art'" until i' .\0... rrd. ,lowly HmO"t II hom

,t" nam, ...Dd 1«' " ." f'OQl. I"i.t aot'f111 it Tbt bv,'''' of •• U .to.., CIlI b, ~ud luu~d 01 a

tcrd, Grind i~ dO.1I .,la lbe sbapc of • 'lInT KffWd",." hla.d, and btnd It 1o a boll I 80

det rr u , Tb, bend a"ovld ax- ~ Ibn • fI~hl lll~I, brcau,t ~mt kl<~ ,~,.., 'If rt,r~....d k;.rhll"d

I. pl.le (uJlrd u ucufrllro") ud YOIl .. aOI Ibr "tad of lht 'Wtfnch t.o ~ abl' \0 ftach ,bolll

hH .n ioch .nto lh, "lUI Ttm~f (hardt") lhr IOlqU' .rfllCh by bnulll \0 bf!~hl Olln~t UJrl

dll"aillK j~ i"to '('f -at" )'0" .. ill wlild lip wilD' _irlll,lI,. ICIl;Mllru(.llblt ~II' »o,..·d"",·, ,h'l

_III 1...,1'0' yu., \loG" b"Htl .~

Dlcydr lpoi,., "'.~, nt,ll,tll rIch !"kod en. \..0 tht .h ..pr J0\! "1I0l ud fdt lhr }Icin e,!

th, bU,flltS3 tnd IIu allcb 'bal It', ,lrOll' III 1101, ""llnl and rIfI}' III lb, nOfllolll .. ] dlltcllC~

Try • /lJh~ ..n~le "unk 'bolll an Itcb kl"" 101 ,lll"dlt Vor ,m,lItt p,cls .. hicb you llHd 101

1~0lN rnll, "'r kr,-aYJ, r'Dd u, 1&.1.,...01&1'"",1 IPflllJ '''0 V"belld it H you're "ttlul '09

oC',,', llan \.0 "I,~ ••y .~tall.rlW'Ll la"'"

I.. Bride Slrap

ror .-ri«tly _nKublt a.,. hlul' 'h\ ,-01 t~Il't 01""..... r'Dd ., tbt alo'e, .... flit

mtlal st,.. p liKy -rar arov.d h,.d. ror IhIPP'., h', -ond"rully ~ndy .luff {().f Jul abo\;l

"T,••a, yOfi Wul Lo ,"'Uv{uII"e To ,.1 af'CMild ..eh ward, II '.t key",y. '0" c.., b....d t~f

llnp 1"", ..._ by clampla. il ,. I ",tc ud hJ>pl" aD Ille Pf'OlTydlll p.r' la txDd tilt pl«r kl

Br~~ .r.~ • "~ry lilUd h Cal 'II" • ,".dlll ".HI or k" '."111' I\'l..clllU A ... .i

flit lJ I~t '~C'Oe ... r.d,.d Loot ror mlll'll boc' .. rap
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(_-------~"' A_._.h_\, .~< .... Picking Mushrooms

By Al Mundy (TAP

c~.pt" 2ee(oun..., ....... , p,o~,t1l

~("oa 4V 811r,IuIOU I""""," UI, maklDI. ~~ll, ..",

End Of ~111 Lock vj eking Guide.

eo'L1ar, kl "'ld'-'fI"..4 "."t~, It • 101 a I.k>tl, \CI~ kr'fI"h FLrt "". ~u 'l.)

e .. , II .... - .. b n.J'4'Cl &.0 .. c~ kl\",I..,tP\l.J 'UUllm,eu tiff. II tb, ~1 ....'t\",·bv"H,~ .,"'Oll

~uotrd I' _cllnl, ff't'''' t~. ",u;,~b"... t"" "",,,al f'Od,

Spool DriverMushroom Driver

o
One should note the bottom lip of the pins

One would pick these in the same ma~ner.
But, before the lock will open, one will have to
release almost all tension on the wrench. This
is because the bottom lip of the top pin is still
in the plug preventing the lock from opening.
While having almost no tension on the wrench,.
one will have to pick each bottom pin just a
fraction more in order for the bottom pins to
reach the sheer line.

Corbin, Russwin, Abus, Walsaco, and American
are some of the locks that contain mushroom pins.
The Fox Police Lock Co. also uses a Russwin rim
cylinder in its' lock products.

Now on to the technique. When one is con
fronted with a lock of this nature t one should
pick the lock by first finding the bottom pin
with the regular driver. There is usually only
one regular top pin in a lock that 'ccn t af.ns mush
room drivers. But; the possibility exists that
there may be more than one regular driver. h~ile

applying tension on the tension wrench, one picks
the pins in the lock until one picks the one
bottom pin with the regular driver. ~~en the
bottom pin with the regular driver reaches the
shear line in the lock, the plug will turn a
fraction of a degree. At this point, one kno~

that you will have to pick the remaining bottom
pins with the mushroom drivers. To push the
bottom pin up to the shear line, one will have t
gradually release tension on the tension wrench
a~ you arc pushing up on the bottom pin. As you
are pushing up on the bottom pin, you will feel
the plug begin to lose that fraction of a degree
to which the plug was turned. ~~en the bottom
pin has reached the shear line, the plug will
again turn a fraction of a degree. This will con
tinue until all of the mushroom pins have been
picked. At this time, the plug will be free to
turn in the direction in which you have applied
tension via the wrench.

One exception to this is two types of fairly
new drivers which loos as follows:

In this article, I will attempt to bestow
upon the reader an additional piece of infinites
imal wisdom in the realm of technological know
ledge. I trust all of you TAP readers have been
practicing your lock picking, because I will dis
close in this article the method of picking 8

cylinder (lock) with mushroom drivers. A mushroom
driver looks like the following, also illustrated
is a spool driver. Both of these top pins pre
form the same function.
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'".r. 1.2: S.... -_ eI ...... _ ........
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() ,.U Di....... 4
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~ Sn1.

""boonu ",L1u 01 .""d., or btllt, '-0 "'••• N O'lud, or .'0.'01" ~u "I ~u

~IO'... nllt., .. a.r_IIU, \0010' Irnpl.mnt ..dapt.d ...d ch:aIIHd '0' C1111"J

'"tollah. 'O'UII or br ..... ' ~I • ".lldulIl toom .•• ult, .u. 01 oth, c!tPOllllOI 1 , IN
OROER 10 STE:.ALTlTrncrRO~1 ~'f) 01 ot~u "'OPu". 01 ~ tNTlIT.l\ an, (>11,,,

",r,,, .• tlf'''''I~ It-. tam, Lo bt .d.p~ alld d,t'lflfd rOI t~, pvrpooM aJ""'n.d \\'ITII
J~Tr.NT TO USCon [MrLO)' on AI.1.0W th, ,."'. '0 L" v ....J uP '"'I,I""t1 (",

.vril p",,_e , 0' .. hew", ',0 ...",,1, ~u In "" '''''''....''''011 • m"~I" "J ,1""lo.d Leo 1,1

rt)('l" t .... CH', 1'1\0\0' ,,~'c1'. "1TII INTlNT, jO USE. on l:~fI'I.0) TilL SAt.lL l,.n

,\~al a rn('l~' ul..d, 0' OU", JI'Opr",. •I:t,"from, .ball be ""tlu .. ,ti by ''''f'll'''''''''''''III
,. , .. , .Iau "'UIO' lot lIol InO" " •• 'u, ,.," 0' b, • rll:lt ('II "r., rnt'lt 'han Ont

\~o"...J doll," ud Irnpu.otrn'I' " ,DJI ro, 1I0t mort ,b •• '-0 alld Oil' ball T'U~

StUn ...,tb t","1., ...Otd, •• Itd"d, MI. NIl, ""1' Olle pltotr ,bat DO£:: NOT bat,

,'rnllar ",oldin, ."d dCX't mak, ~'OII ,1I'Cal. III W...,b,,,,,tOD. DC Th .." alf 'h, only 01""

fllw .... I ')0... ('uk., t -ollid ''''.1'''' ,." mOIL altlM .,. ","',\., Lo M ..\.oach'lSPIU hv. I

.0"ld eol ~l 'II""'ID, ,,,b~IJD\.. 1 ha" mort 'han a .!In ot piau) 011 "

Ie ot~tl -0,.15 "'''' ~'Oll 1ft ••". ,f\'~11I1 H t~'T .I«:'f' TOil h." 'P"d"IJ 01

_n~"I .•ul rltd t pit. Irl. \~'J u.', do mvcll On ,b, o'b" bud, I' lb" catch 7011

~,d"l , ... kx. OD • Motlfc lnuh'I\( ,la" Itt Lo d, .., .ftd quau., JOIi

n. Legal Issues

GOOD LUCK AND KEEP ON TRYING! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!



We smashed open a lock to find that it is built
a little differently then we pictured in Issue
23. The spring is in the middle and there's
no lip for a nail to grab.

Drill the holes in the nails for the pivet scre\
and mount it in between two pieces of wood for
a handle. You can put a rubber band around the~

so they don't flop around when not in use.

MAKE A KEY FOR YOUR

ROLLERSM,rH LOCI(

One of our master craftspersons just built this
beautiful rollersmith key and it works like a
dream. Unlike the nail method in TAP 23, this
key allows you to put the lock back on! (As
well as take it off, of course). You'll need
an ele-ctric grinding wheel and two 5/32" diam
eter nails. • . that are at least 3" long.
Since the hole when the top nail is slid forwar~

as shown in the diagram. Bend the backs of the
nails so that there's a 1/8" space between them
yet they lie flat against each other along their
length. It's easy to see that when you tilt thE
handle forward the tip of the key expands and
grabs the moving cylinder in the lock. Now pulJ
the key outwards while keeping the top of the
handle tilted forward, and voila! off it comes.

TOP
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The Stainless Steal Rat

, The steel should be heat treated a bit to the
brittle side so that the feelers will not become
flat during use.

To use insert the feeler between the combin
ation wheel and the lock wall and turn the wheel
until you find a notch in the side of the wheel.
Do this to all the wheels. Now subtract or add
5 to the numbers you got. Now turn the wheels
so that the resulting numbers face the trademark
logo on the front of the lock.

This method can be varied to open most multi
~heel combination locks.

~1any of the combination locks on the market
today can Qe opened with a simple tool made from
a piece of· .005" spring steel that is gotten from
an automotive feeler guage.

Any lock that has multiple combination wheels
is openable by their method. The most notable
brand is the Sesames combination lock.

To make the pick out a piece of .005" steel to
fit the pattern shown.
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PICKING TOOLS
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Be nd Nall (Ac tual 8iu)
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PICKING THE LOCK
To make a k.ey for a rollersmlttl lock, take a 2· mll., a1u

8D or aUqbUy l.a.:ver, and bend up the tip a little a.s zsbown.
You may have to ta.p it w1th· a baJnmer to 1nsert. 1t a fu1l1.Dcb
and an el¢lth. '!ben use the bent tip to book ODe cd the~
inside. Pull the DBi1 out very slowly aM p::Nierfully WUh a
big pUens or v1se9rlps. The sPr1n11n'~ lock 1s very hard
and 1t will slip out a few times before you C}et It, bu\.."beD
1l does the loclc will open up. U you can't <Jelll, just ~t
a haczsaw and cu1 the rin9.

X-Ray Vlew 01 Lock

Spr~ BallB

Pull
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PICK SET
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Actual size/shape of a small, but adequate, pick set.

Subscriptions

Mil issues of TAP are free. (92 to current) To get issues
~..·~U just need to send us a stamp, or a SASE to get a copy.
We cannot give totally free sUbscriptions unless you are in
jail. So when we run out of your stamps you are deleted from
the mailing list. We will not send out a reminder. The last
;~sue you will receive in on your mailing label. We provide
the envelope, the paper, the time and effort and most important
TAp itself, so please send us the stamps. 1 issue = 1 stamp.
10 stamps = 10 issues. SIMPLE? I know there are persons out
there who can even send in a few extra stamps for the ones
who cannot easily come by stamps. So donate a few to a fellow
subscriber in need. Just tell us how many you want for your
own greedy self and how many will go to others.
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