This magazine is dedicated to the curious people who want to know the “inside” technical information regarding
computers, BBS's, the telephone company, arcade games, radio equipment, general electronic equipment, cable and
other utility companies and anything/everything nobody else wants to talk about...or might not even KNOW about!
Are you a hacker? Are you curious? Do you want to know how-it-works? Then you want to read this magazine!
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In the last issue, we had a writer send in a letter asking about the parts on a utility pole similar to the one
showing above. Of course, several other readers sent in responses as to what the parts were. In this issue,
we get to see what those readers had to say about it. For the original picture to refer to, look on page 8 of
volume 4, issue 3 otherwise, take a look at this close up picture we had on file here at Blacklisted! 411. The
original reader with the question was referring to some parts that aren’t quite on this picture, but the lever
mechanism is very visible. In each issue of Blacklisted! 411, we cover all sorts of material related to
technologies, computers, phone systems, cable systems, hacking, etc. Our readers tend to look at things
that most people don't really bother to notice. Look at the picture above, for instance. Perhaps you can
immediately recognize this as a utility pole with the focus on the power lines. Perhaps you didn’t know what
the heck it was. If you're interested in this kind of stuff or you're not sure about it but think you can benefit
from the knowledge contained within these pages, it's time you started reading and doing instead of wishing
and wanting. Take a look around you. Notice the things that are obvious and ask yourself, “what does this
do and why is it here?” If you have something to share, you need to write to us and we WILL respond.

Inside this issue:

Mail Order Electronic Stores Part |I, Observations In Todays Society, The
Death of a Myth AKA The Rainbow Box, SSN: Mandatory or Voluntary, Way
Kool Pics, Pirate Radio Survival Guide, Fast Food Frequencies Part Il, Fears
Fixes and Some ldeas About 2000, Tony's Workshop, Los Angeles
Frequencies, A Red Boxers Dream, The Black Market.....and a LOT MORE!!
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You look around and you see utility poles and think to yourself, “SO WHAT?!” Well, that “so-what” is what's
bringing your electricity, your cable TV, your phone service and, possibly, video conferencing or movies-on-
demand into your home. So, don't give us that “so what” bullcrap. That 40ft tall piece of wood with wires
dangling off of it contains the lives of everyone....what you do...what you see...what you hear...how you
communicate with others. It's important to know what it does and how it can be manipulated or abused.
Armed with this knowledge, you can protect yourselves from your enemies, whomever they are. Please,
ASK WHY and lighten up on the beer drinking. Well, ask WHY, at least...
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Introduction

Hi everyone! We're here with another issue of Blacklisted!
411. I'm sure all the veteran readers know all about the
magazine, but for the new people joining the viewing
audience, Let's recap what this magazine is all about and
where it came from...Read this once again:

This magazine is provided to the individuals out there who
are interested in knowing more than they're supposed to,
according to the powers that be. We would like to basically
tell the powers, more or less, we are ALL entitled to, and have
aright to free information. We are here to tell the people what
they want to know. You wanted us, here we are.

Anyhow, we're starting our third volume. Yes, we've been
here for two whole years now. The first volume consisted of
12 issues. We decided to go to a quarterly format for our
second year? Why? Distribution! We wanted more people to
read what we had to say, so we concentrated on producing
MORE copies for each issue. It's worked out very well for us
- and our readers. We've got a HUGE distribution now!

Originally, we came up with the magazine because we
were all looking for a magazine which covered more than
telephone hacking, etc. So, with a lot of work and such, we
managed to produce our first issue of Blacklisted! 411 and
had it on the shelves January, 1994. It was an exciting time
for us.

Anyhow, for the readers who have been with us from the
start, you will notice a LOT of changes to the magazine. For
one, you'll be sure to notice the front cover! Yes, we decided
to go back to the title bar we used for a couple of issues
during our first year. Why? It looks nice. That's about the
only reason, really. On the pages throughout the magazine,

Hi again, everyone. | hope all of
you had a great holiday season. |
sure did! Anyhow, it's a new year
and we can say we've been
around for another whole year.
yay! Jan, here’'s your mention!!
Ok, on to business, as usual.

Thank you for all the artwork,
everyone. We’'ve been getting
tons of response! You should
start to see some new artwork in
the mag. Check it out. | like the
piece to the right.. For some
reason it just WORKS for me. I've
decided to let the request for
artwork ad. stay in the mag for
awhile longer to see how much
more good stuff we can get.

Speaking of artwork - we're
getting our web page online sometime soon, if not
already. Keep on the lookout for www.blacklisted411.com
because it's coming! We're interested in any HTML
pages or artwork for our site, if you'd like to submit
anything. Before we’re online, we want to have one hell
of a site ready to go. You can understand this, right? So,
if you're a web page designer or want to try your hand at
it, send some samples our way. Perhaps we can make

some sort of busi arrang bety us or we
can comp you a subscription.
While I'm thinking of subscrip | need to ti

that we have a lot of people who have moved and do not
have a forward on file with the post office (or with us, for
that matter) and your subscriptions are being sent back
to us. If you think this may be the case for YOU (a dead
give away would be that you d sc ime r ly
and suddenly stopped getting your subscription) please
send us a letter with your old address and your new
address on the same page, so we can make the
necessary corrections on our end. It sucks when we see
copies coming back to us when they've already been

4 4th Quarter - January 1998

you will notice all sorts of minor differences we introduced to
give an overall more appealing appearance to our readers.

For all of the new readers, we're happy to have you
aboard! We just LOVE to hear from our readers as much as
possible and we're more than happy to accept any question
which falls into the general direction of our usual subject
matter. No question is too dumb! So, if you want to know
something about topics we write about, please ask us - we
won't put you down like some other magazines might tend to
lean toward. The best way to have a question answered is by
either sending it to us via Internet E-Mail, snail mail (post
office) or via FAX. If we get a call by phone, we'll have to
convert speech to text and it takes the longest for us to reply
to these type of questions.

For those of you who HATE our magazine, well, despite
the threats, despite the hatred, despite the anger....guess
what? WE'RE STILL HERE! ....and, more importantly, we're
going to STAY regardless of your pathetic verbal/written
attacks. We laugh at you. Ha..haha. Hahaha.. But,
seriously, if you have a legitimate complaint, we'd love to hear
it. If you want to call us to flame us for awhile, don't bother - it
won't help you out, really. It seems that all the bad press you
sort of guys give us, we just end up with more subscribers
because of it. Go figure! Anyhow, we do thank you for the
time and effort you put in for us in getting more people reading
our material -AND- shortly thereafter SUBSCRIBING! We
can't begin to thank you enough. Hahaha One last thing... Uh,
we're STILL not gonna accept COLLECT CALLS. -BL411

paid for. It means someone
isn't going to be too happy.
So, again, if you think there’s
a problem, please contact us
in writing as soon as possible.
I'd tell you who the problem
subscribers are right now, but
| don’t think they'd want their
names listed in the magazine.
| know how it goes.

If you have any cool pics or
some interesting items,
please send them to us... We'd
love to show everyone else
whatever it is that you've
managed to get your hands
on...if you send pictures,
either color or b&w prints are
fine. If you have an item that
you think is cool, but you
don’t want to send it to us, why not write up a review on
the product yourself? State what the product is, include
a picture, tell us how much it costs, where to buy it and
your review of the product itself (how it works, what you
think of it, it's good points and bad points), etc.

Note: sometime soon, we're going to be changing our
voice number and FAX number, so don't worry if
suddenly either number doesn’t do what it's supposed to
do. We’re moving up in the world, so to speak. :) We'll let
you know what the new numbers are as soon as we
know. It'll be printed in the following issue of Blacklisted!
411.

Alright, | have to end this so | will ask everyone to send in
those letters, articles, zines, toys, posters and other
goodies you keep sending us... If you were expecting a
response and you didn’t get one, send a letter addressed
to ME and I'll get a response out pronto!

Happy Hacking Everyone!
Zachary Blackstone - Editor

Blacklisted! 411



Letters

Fellow Hackers,

| just read your zine for the first time and | must admit it
seriously kicked some ass! Before | get down to business, |
just wanted to say that if you get stuff from StiSD2000 in
Dallas and StLSD2000 in Lafayette, Louisiana they are on of
the same, | had a dual residence here we go:

1) Has Blacklisted! 411 ever been busted for PRINTING
SOMETHING (Not DOING something?) | wouldn't be
surprised.

2) Anyone know where | can get "The History of MOD" that |
read about in Master's Of Deception (one of the best books on
the topic of hacking in my opinion) by Joshua Quittner? | know
it used to be available only to MODers but that was so long
ago | don't think MOD gives a rat's ass about it. There were 2
versions: The original by AcidPhreak and the jived version
modified by Erik Bloodaxe. | am after both of them.

3) When one submits a rather large list of BBS's/carriers in a
given area does this count as an article?

4) | wanted to tell you of a new interesting thing that | recently
learned. ANYONE who lives in the Dallas area knows of the
tremendous fun that can be had at Dave & Buster's. For
those of you that don't know D&B is kind of grown-up Chuck
E. Cheese's that has a casino/pool hall up front and god of all
arcades in the back. When | went up there they surprised me
with something. They have now switched over to the "Power-
Card System.” In this system the customer is given a power
card with a magnetic strip like a credit card (tokens) on it. |
believe that this was a good idea because of the obvious
advantages. First the cards are easier to hold on to than
those pesky tokens that people drop out of their pockets while
playing G-Loc or some other moving video game. (l've also
seen an excessive amount of poor souls that have had people
pick tokens out of their pockets while they are playing VR
games). Second, D&B doesn't have to spend as much
money producing tokens since an almost infinite amount of
credits can be charged on a card. Third, there are no more
cases of tokens getting stuck in games. But there's also
upsides and downsides for hackers. THOUGH | DO NOT
KNOW THIS FOR SURE | would not be surprised if people's
names as well as their balances on the main computer would
be on the strip. This would mean that if someone hacked the
card (a task which | am currently researching at the moment)
and gave themselves like 4000 credits and used the card, it
would work but if security did a check and found that "John
Doe" spent 1467.7 credits on Sega Rally Championship on
September 27, 1997 but according to the billing computer
John Doe last charged his card in April and only got 500
credits then they could bust you. Of course there's always the
possibility that you could hack the name on the card as well.
Anyway | thought this was something cool that you might
enjoy!

5) | been faced with a truckload of shit concerning making a
Jolly Box v4.3 from the Swedish parts to the Intel 80C39
being discontinued as well as other crap. Does anyone know
where | can buy a Jolly v4.3 pre-assembled?? That would
kick-ass. Even a kit including all the parts would suffice
though mainly | am searching for a pre-assembled one.

6) | SERIOUSLY advice anyone in the Dallas area to attend
"First Saturday”. First Saturday used to be small con in the
40's where guy would hang out under a bridge at 3:00 A.M.
Friday night/Saturday morning and trade ham radio
equipment. With the times it evolved with the technology and
is mostly based on computers. Most of the stuff isn't stolen
and you can pick up great deals and see some interesting
obscure technology such as Commodore 64's, old phone
equipment, Hexa-Decimal keypads and lots more. Go
sometime at 2:30 A.M. to 5:00 A.M. on Saturday morning.
The basic but never admitted motto is that when the sun
comes up, so do the prices. Often the better deals are found
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in the early morning instead of when the mainstreamers show
up. It ends around 12:00 but you probably wouldn't want to
go that late anyway. |It's at the downtown end of Ross
Avenue. It can recognized late at night by the big ass parking
lot with thousands of glowing monitors and laptops. Don't
worry about it being late at night in downtown. There are
plenty of cops around. Just worry about finding a good
parking space.

7) A fabulous thing happened that | still can't get enough of
The DISD (Dallas Independent School District)
superintendent's phone was bugged from the rat's nest of
wires down in the basement (you know what I'm talking about)
as well as tracking devices put on his car. They have not
located a suspect yet. Currently the Assistant Superintendent
also located tracking devices on his car and believes that he
is also a victim of espionage. If there are any further
developments | will keep you posted.

Well that's it. Please print this so | don't have to send it again
and again and again Thanx.

-StLSD2000
(location withheld)
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

By the numbers.
1. Nope, we've not been busted for printing anything.

2. Check out the net... We've seen the text floating around
from time to time. Perhaps in an issue of Phrack? We know
it's out there and pretty easy to stumble upon.. If anyone has
a good answer for this one, send it on in.

3. BBS numbers to not count as an article UNLESS it's HUGE
and on disk in an easy-to-use format.

4. Now, this is interesting.. please let us know what your
finding are - we're really interested in knowing exactly what
information in kept on those power cards...

5. We have no idea on this one.. Can anyone help this dude
out with the Jolly Box v4.3? You might want to try locating the
discontinued parts at surplus stores... Try ECSC (Electronic
and Computers Surplus City) in Gardena, CA (310)217-8021,
FAX (310)217-0950, BBS (310)217-1922.. they have a LOT
of hard to find crap.

6. Did everyone get that? Sounds like our kind of place!! For
people in our area, we hit up the ACP swapmeets and the
TRW swapmeets... fun fun fun

7. Ahhh.. that reminds me of when | was a kid in the 70’s and
stumbled into the telecom. room for a local high school (I
wasn't nearly old enough to be in jr. high, let alone high
school) Anyhow, my friends and | used to play on the high
school grounds all summer long, finding things to get into. Not
only did we find stashes of gopher bombs and other neato
stuff, but we found the phone room...there was a rather large
wasp nest inside the room, so we had to leave. A few days
later, armed with bug spray, we ventured back into the room
(the room was in the attic and had no conventional “door” that
we would normally be looking for-it was accessed from the
roof...don't ask why we were up there) Anyhow, the room had
tons of phone lines and most of them were active. YES!
SCORE! This room provided many hours of fun for a little kid
and his friends.

Keep sending in the interesting stories!!

BK-411,

Hey there! | am a sixteen yr. old girl from a suburb of Houston,
and | just saw your zine in the stand for the first time two
weeks ago. Very nice, | must say: ). Anyway, my passion
since | was a little girl has been electronics and phones, so
consider me a phreaker, if you will. | have been fumbling

5.



around on vbss' since | was twelve, and been in the h/p scene
since about April. My question to you guys is | need to know
how to make a red box out of a musical hallmark card. |
KNOW it can be done: ). Any help? Also, | know of a pager
company, Page-Mart, that will set pagers up over the phone in
matter of minutes. You need a name, D.O.B. 18+, SSN,
address, cap code and I'm not sure, but maybe the frequency.
No background check, nothing. A tip, be sure to give street in
your town you know does not exist, because if the Smith
family happens to get the bill, chances are they might call and
have the darn thing terminated. If the post master sends the
letter back, Page-Mart more than likely will overlook it. Also,
it's a good idea to give a SSN that was assigned to the state
you live in. So do your homework and get a hold on the 800#
to Page-Mart, and good luck. | know that Eckerd's that have
photo finishing in the store sell Page-Mart pagers, so just ask
to look at one and it will have the number. | hope | was of
some help.
Lucky333
Sugar Land, Texas
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

Concerning the Hallmark Card redbox... it's really simple.
First, you grab one of the Hallmark cards that you can record
your voice on.. It's really a digital recorder in a card, so ANY
digital recorder will work. Anyhow, once you have the card (or
recorder) you need to find the redbox tones. Look for a file on
your local hacker bbs called “QUARTER.WAV” When you get
the .WAYV file, play the sucker on your computer and you'll
hear through your sound card/speaker setup the “quarter”
sound produced by a red box. Record this sound into your
digital recorder/card.... play it back like a RS red box or any
other red box. It works. Back in the 80’s, people used tape
recorders to do this very thing.... and IT worked, too. Thanks
for the info on Page-Mart, btw...

Dear Zack,

This "phone card” | have sent is a satellite communications
access card. We used them on our ship (U.S. Navy) for
emergency calls to home, etc... it cost $35.00 for five minutes!
Someone's making some money! We don't have the system
anymore we just got a new system from AT&T. It cost only
$1.00 a minute but we we only have a 4hr a day window to
use it. Allin all its convenient when we are out to sea. Later

John C.
(location withheld)
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

Hey John, thanks for the card.. we have such a huge
collection of these interesting cards.. We're going to have to
show them off someday.

Dear Blacklisted,
| love your magazine. Blacklisted! 411 is a great asset to the
hacking community | have 3 questions to ask you guys.

1) Do you have any BBS #'s in the 619 area code? (SoCal)
2) Do you have any colored box plans?

3) Do you know how to modify a radio or scanner to pick up
the higher kHz frequencies? (1700+)

If so, can you please, please, PLEASE print them or send
them to me very soon. Here are the plans to design a Bud
Box. Can you print them for everyone to use?

The Bud Box is a phone that lets you tap into your neighbor's
phone line to eavesdrop, make free calls on their line, or just
whatever. Here's how you do it:

What you need:

phone cord- 99 cent store (the kind that goes from wall to
phone)

phone- just any old phone (one piece is easier to carry)
alligator clips - radio shack (real cheap)

some loser's house

What you do:

First take the phone cord. Remove the plastic end. You then
need to remove the outer plastic (about 3" back). You now
should have four wires next to each other. Cut the 2 outer
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wires off. Now you should have 2 wires (the ones that were in
the middle) These will usually be red and green. Strip the
colored coating off of each one (just remember which is
which). Inside, there should be a bunch of tiny copper wires.
Attatch these wires to one alligator clip each (I get the clips
with the screw-on connectors). Now, plug the uncut end into
the phone, and you're done. Pretty easy, huh? To tap into
your neighbor's phone line you need to find their little box with
the bell logo on it (about 3"X3"). You can usually find it close
to the ground by their electric meter. Take off the cover 2nd
you should see five screws. Attach the red clip to the screw
with the red wire, and the green clip to the screw with the
green wire (respectively). If you hear a dial tone, success! If
not try switching the alligator clips around. There you go! |
hope you were able to understand my directions.
J.K.
San Diego, CA
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

That sure sounds a lot like a Beige Box. But, anyway, let’s
get onto answering questions.

1. We have BBS numbers in the 619 area code. We're not
going to get them in this issue, but be on the lookout for ‘em!

2. We have colored box plans.. Tons of them.. We are in the
process of cleaning them up and putting them into a special
Blacklisted! 411 edition just for colored boxes. Wait and see.

3. There are so many mods for so many different scanners...
First, we need to know the scanner make and model.. Once
we have this, we can decide if it can be modified or not. if not,
there are alternatives..

As always, if any readers have information to share on these
topics, go for it..

Dear Blacklisted,

First of all | would love to tell you how much | love your mag.
It is the bomb! Next | found a little something that some
people would maybe be interested in. It is the dialup number
for AT&T. | have not really played around with it yet but it
looks pretty cool. The dialup number for AT&T is 1-800-328-
2427. | have a a lot more interesting dialup numbers but | am

already afraid of being locked up!
Slacker
(location withheld)
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

Thanks for the info Slacker.. Keep it coming.

Dear Blacklisted,

I've been in the hunt for a computer for a month or so and
have applied to a few leasing companies for a personal lease.
However | have been denied by all but this one, and their
monthly figures are way out of line. Although my credit history
has a few negatives, it is not considered bad. Il cut to the
chase. | need to clear up some items on my credit report. |
don't have a computer at this time, but | have access to a local
Internet cafe. | am a neophyte when it comes to the net and
especially hacking. Any help you can provide would be
appreciated. | am will to compensate for help in amending my
credit report.

By the way, | think your publication is just what the doctor
ordered. Keep up the fine work. Sincerely,

Glenn D.

(location withheld)

Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

Glenn, just how bad is your credit? If it's not “bad” you should
be able to lease all the computers you ever wanted... The
companies that lease computers are pretty relaxed around
here, we've noticed.. In fact, we've known people with BK’s
who still get approved for leasing computers, cars, boats, you
name it. If you have unpaid debts that are in collection right
now, we suggest a couple of different tactics..

One: contact the collection agencies or creditors and tell them
you want to settle the debt but at, say 50% of the owing
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balance.. explain that you are REALLY down on your luck and
you are considering bankruptcy.... Any creditor of an
unsecured loan (ie: credit cards) will pretty much shit their
pants trying to collect ANY amount they can from you. Now,
once you tell them you want to settle, also tell them you will
settle on one condition: they remove ANY negative remarks
from your credit reports. Get it in writing. it works. You can
get this type of settlement done for as little as 30%, if you
know how to deal with the creditors (for unsecured loans only)
... mortgages and car loans don't work like this... you'll lose
the house or the car.

Two: (ahem!) hire a lawyer (we hate to suggest this one) that
deals specifically in this sort of thing... do NOT go for those
“‘we fix your credit” BS.. they're just playing you for a fool..
they know you're desperate and will take advantage of you
with tactics that just plain don’t work.

Any other methods may just fall into downright illegal activities
which we would recommend staying away from...

If you want a computer really bad, why not get a good friend
to co-sign on the lease... In fact, don't lease.. that's such a
waste of money.. get a small personal loan (with a cosigner)
and BUY a computer.. a GOOD one.

Blacklisted!

Hey guyz, | picked up your zine for the first time, you have no
clue how long I've been looking for a hacking zine. Anyways
my friend and | are fairly new to the world of hacking, We've
read almost all the txt filez Hack-boy wrote about, before we
picked up your magazine, first of call can you hack using
hyperterminal?

Secondly | need some more info on hacking, like they say
"knowledge is power", So I'm trying to gain as much
knowledge as needed before | try, Do you have any
suggestions on web sites or where | can find up to date txt's?

Do you have any ideas on how to find out who hacks in my
area?

My friend who I'll call "the mage" and | have been trying to
learn as much free hand hacking as possible, We hate the
programs they have out now.

If you have any could send us some info on that, we would be
very grateful to you, along with the info. | was wondering if you
could send or post some more info on BOXES and loop
numbers. Basically if anyone in the Ml area who would be
willing to help or teach us we would be in your debt forever,
We're hungry for info and to Hack-Boy, man you got it
straight when you say "you have to hunt for info." But man
I've been hunting for almost a year now and all the web sites
| find are shit, Oh by the way | need some info on BBS and
how to get into them. You magazine RULES!!! Most of this
letter is based on Volume 4, Issue 3, 3rd quarter, OCT. 97
Jester
Somewhere, MI
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

Jester, first of all, welcome to the hacking scene! Let's get
right into ing your q ions.  Hacking using
hyperterminal? Why would you want to? But, to answer you,
YES... You can hack using anything, really. Hacking in it's
most basic terms is this: getting something (a device, person,
etc) to do what it wasn't meant to do... or modifying something
to do more than it was meant to do, etc. So, this leaves tons
of possibilities open on many levels.

If you want to find more hackers in your area, do these
things... Find out the numbers for some local BBS'’s and call
them up.. check them out... post some messages and see if
you can spark some interest with others who share your
ideals... BBS's are dead YET. Set up a BL!411 Meeting in
your area and let us know about it.. It will be published and
people will show up, most likely.. it'll take a bit for it to catch
on, but people will show up. Look for other hacker meetings
in your area.. They exist.
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Check out all the hacking, phreaking, satellite, pirate, scanner
and other such newsgroups for info on hacking, etc... You will
find a steady stream of new web sites and information that
you may apply right NOW. Keep reading our magazine, look
for Iron Feather Journal, 2600, etc and soak in all their
information, as well. You WILL catch up with the rest of us.

Dear Blacklisted,

With regard to Starry Night's query of objects on a utility pole
(3Q97) the objects he has circled are blade switches. They
allow the power in the lines to be turned off for installation and
maintenance. The utility tech puts on a seven stick (so called
because the hooked end looks like 7) into the ring on the
switch and pulls it open. They also contain a fuse which way
be what he saw being repaired. The rectangular objects are
capacitors to adjust the power factor (the ratio of voltage
phase to current phase). They are necessary because most
electrical loads are inductive - motors and fluorescent ballast.

Everything else in the picture is ceramic insulator to prevent
shorts through the wooden supports. If Starry Night climbs up

there, he'll just blow the fuses when he electrocutes himself.
Electric Bill
(location withheld)
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

Thanks for the info, Electric Bill.. We appreciate the input.

Dear Blacklisted! 411,

Hello there. I'm writing in for two reasons. | first want to tell
you that you're doing a great job and keep up the great
publication. | also have a question... From Volume 4 Issue 2,
Second quarter (I think it was), There was a short paragraph
about a pretty neat phone utility. It had a picture of it next to it
and above or below that (I think above) there was a picture
and a short blurb on a coaxial stripper. I'm wondering about
the phone util. Where would | get one of these? The
address? Phone number? Price? If you don't have any of the
above information. Please give me the company name who

makes it etc. Thanks for your time
Catatonic Dismay
(location withheld)
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

Ahh.. the phone utility you refer to on page 56 of Volume 4,
Issue 2 is a Progressive Electronics 77M “Tracer” You can
buy one of these from Jensen Tools, Inc. (Part # 565-077) for
$29.00 Their phone number is (800)426-1194. Ask them for
a catalog, if anything.. They have tons of useful tools. They
have many different models of this device with better options.

Dear 411,

RE: Photo on page #8 V4, 13. The three circled objects in the
picture are fused switches which protect what appears to be
transformers (in the same photo). The electric wires in the
picture carry VERY HIGH VOLTAGE! Do not attempt to go
anywhere near them or you will certainly FRY. Linemen use
long fiberglass poles (non conductive) to operate these
switches. Furthermore, operating these switches may cause
wires to become energized that should not be energized and

may present danger to someone else. Hack Safely!
Bill
(location withheld)
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

Thanks for the info, Bill.

Dear Blacklisted:

Hey | just picked up your mag for the first time and truly
appreciate your efforts. | just want to drop a quick note in
response to a letter sent from "Starry Night" in your October
97 issue. It's hard to tell exactly from his comments what he's
referring to, but | can describe most of the objects in the pic:
The circled items that he calls paddles are actually "cut-outs”
and are basically high-voltage bayonet switches that will open
up or close a high voltage circuit. The "coil" object is a lighting
arrester, believe it or not. The top side of the arrester is
connected to the high voltage circuit, and the bottom side is
grounded. When there is a lightning surge, the current jumps
the gap inside the arrester and goes to ground (thereby being
redirected away from the circuit). The big boxes in the metal
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frames are large capacitors and are for limiting "reactance"” on
the power line (it improves the efficiency of the line, so more
of the stuff is available for doing work). Since the cutouts are
in the "open" position, it is likely that the power guys were
worried that either a lightning arrester failed or there is some
malfunction with one of the capacitors. "Closing” the cutout
might short out the line and drop power to the neighborhood if
this is true. Finally, no matter how much | hate the monopoly
of the power company, | strongly advise Starry Night NOT to
climb up the pole or touch anything that might be hanging
down. The lines are likely to be about 12kV and are enough
to vaporize any human body on contact.
concern about crap hanging down, call the power dudes up
and tell them to fix their shit, or threaten to report them to the
P.U.C. if nothing happens. Best Wishes,
Ex-power Dude
Northern California
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

Thanks for the info, Ex Power Dude.

Dear Blacklisted!,

| was visiting a friend last week in NYC and | stumbled upon
Blacklisted! 411 at Barnes & Nobles. | picked it up and spent
the plane ride home reading it all.. Very cool zine, I'm glad |
shelled out the five bucks, because it rocks.

I'm no hacker, | just started getting into electronics a bit to
build signal processors for the effects pedals (most of my
efforts & spare time go into music or art), but recently a friend
showed me how to build a Radio Shack red box, and that
was a great pre-cursor to discovering Blacklisted! I'm always
curious too. My scene is more in underground music, but |
thought | could at least offer a couple drawing up for
consideration for you. (I'd totally like to scam a free
subscription with ‘em!) Hopefully there's something you can
use here. You can let me know if you need something
specific drawn too - | can take requests. Also, here's a copy
of my zine called Thumb.... Just to check out. | guess that's
all. Keep up the good work and let me know if you like any of
these drawings or if you want more or whatever.
E-Rock
Portland, Oregon
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

We did a small review on your zine.. Check it out on page 51.
Thank you for taking the time to write in.. | think we're ALL
hackers at heart.

Dear 411,

Info about the picture on page 8 in volume 4 issue 3. This
would be a high voltage fuse. They use a bucket truck, 3/8"
thick rubber upper body suit, and 10-25' fiberglass rod to
install new ones . If one is hanging down there is a short
down the line and they haven't fixed it yet. Do not climb up
the pole - these lines carry about 1500 volts each and you
could be instant toast. It happens to quick you wont even see
it, plus your muscles react and you cannot let go - | know two
people it has happened to. They worked for the electric
company.

| need some info on MPEG descrambling such as the

DIGICIPHER 300D VSA Can anyone shed some digi on me?
P.S. Keep up the good work.

Pirate Cable Dude

Edgewater, MD

Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

Woo hoo!! We're getting a lot of response on Starry Nights
letter. Thanks for the response, man. Anyhow, we have no
info on the Digicipher.. Perhaps one (or more) of our readers
would like to write in and add their two cents?

Dear411,

In all of my years being involved with the underground scene
| have constantly been aware of the vast support of freedom
of speech and first amendment acknowledged rights;
observing our individual rights to decide our own spiritual
believes, to be able to express ourselves verbally or literally
as we see fit, and to have a governing body that is not tied or
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If there's a valid-

directly linked to any ecclesiastical organization or religious
institution.

As many have seen over the years of our short lives, these
promises of constitutional autonomy are mere holograms of
liberty, as political dictators and religiously fueled special
interest groups headed by fascists like Tipper Gore, have
more or less decided for us what we should or shouldn't be
permitted access to. Whether this has been access to things
like "booty rap,” the allegedly suicide inspiring Judas Priest
and Ozzy Osborne albums, "gangsta” rap, "dangerous books
such as Paladin Press's "Hitman," or any of the other myriad's
of underground publications that have had tabs kept on them
by federal agencies, it has still been acknowledged by those
in the punk rock community that this type of prohibition is
wrong. Not necessarily because we believe in singing about
how many girls we "fuck" or how many "suckas we capped
cus they was steppin’ to us," but because we recognize that if
someone wants to express themselves that way, then they
should, as autonomous human beings, be permitted to do so
with no interference or legislation from the governing bodies.

To this degree | must applaud the underground scene all and
give everyone the proverbial "pat on the back. " Believe it or
not we have been quite successful at keeping their idea
banning at bay (while not yet actually being able to stop them
altogether). However, infringement on personal autonomy
does not end with prohibiting or limiting what we can say. It
also is encompassed by limiting or prohibiting what we may
own or what we may do. Now obviously this does not include
just running around town raping and killing people, because
by the very nature of these actions you are stripping the
freedoms and liberties away from those whom you are
committing actions against. No, what | am speaking of is far
more sinister, and has, for reasons unknown, not been
opposed to any extent by members of the punk rock
community. This bit of insidious legislation is commonly
referred to as "Gun Control," ironically enough is supported
and condoned by the vast majority of so called "anti-
authoritarians.”

The reason for this evades me. If banning or legislating the
ownership of firearms actually could make this a more just
and peaceful world then perhaps | could see the logic behind
it. However, gun control legislation such as the Nation
Firearms Act, the Gun Control Act of 1968 and the so called
"Crime Bill" (or "Brady” Bill) of 1994 have no impact
whatsoever on federal or local "law" enforcement agencies. In
fact while these acts have caused "civilians" to be prohibited
from the ownership of select fire (full automatic) firearms,
ammunition magazines with capacities over ten rounds, flash
suppressors, threaded barrels, collapsible and folding stocks,
barrel length of rifles under 16 inches, bayonet lugs and the
like, the "law" enforcement community has been granted less
and less restricted access to these things.

Perhaps you are unaware of this but since the 1930's we
lowly civilians have been barred of the right to own a small
piece of metal with a spring that would enable our
semiautomatic rifles to fire fully automatically, while at the
same time there are now more than 400 local police forces
who are equips with military surplus full auto M-16's, We are
not talking about S.W.A.T. teams and all of their fancy toys.
These are the beat cops rolling around in their cruisers with
assault rifles in their trunks. At this time there are more than
1,000 other police forces trying to get approval for
similarfirearms (which they probably will get within the next
year).

Perhaps gun control doesn't frighten you. Perhaps you
ignorantly view gun owners as backwoods dipshits out looking
for "grub,” (which some undoubtedly are). However, in
regards to all gun owners, you couldn't be further from the
truth. I'm not going to give you a history lesson but you must
realize that the first thing every modern dictatorship has done
before e instituting their reign of terror was gradually and
completely restrict the civilian populace from owning and
possessing firearms, (i.e. Adolf Hitler and Nazi Germany).
Why? Because weapons are multipliers of strength. The
corporate government has nothing to fear of several thousand
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