This magazine is dedicated to the curious people who want to know the “inside” technical information regarding
computers, BBS’s, the telephone pany, arcade g. radio equip 1t, general electronic equipment, cable and
other utility companies and anything/everything nobody else wants to talk about...or might not even KNOW about!
Are you a hacker? Are you curious? Do you want to know how-it-works? Then you want to read this magazine!

| Volume 5, Issue 1. First Quarter. April 1998. $4.95 US $7.25 CAN |

#t's just another day and you decide to take a stroll down the street. After a few minutes of walking you
notice what a beautiful day it is...the birds chirping, the a calm cool breeze, not a cloud in the sky. NO
MORE RAIN. Yes! It's Spring! It's such a nice day.. Wait a second. Who are those guys standing next to
that big box? Ah, you noticed them, huh? Good eyes ya got there, buddy. What we have is a couple of
phone dudes doing their yob (otherwise known as job). They've got a big box ‘o wires opened up and
they're diggin’ in. We've seen phone company activity quite a bit at this particular location over the last few
weeks and figured, what the heck? Let's take another simple picture of something familiar to us. Actually,
we have a whole series of photographs concerning the goings on situated in the picture above. These guys
can be doing anything from installing a line and tracing a wire pair to tapping a line and making a few calls to
their family in Florida. Who knows? We didn’t ask them. It's your job to ask the questions, people. When you
see stuff like this, you need to grab that handy dandy camera and start snapping off a few shots, walk up
and ask questions - taking notes... and then get in touch with Blacklisted! 411. SHARE THE INFO!
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Introduction

Hi everyone! We're here with another issue of Blacklisted!
411. I'm sure all the veteran readers know all about the
magazine, but for the new people joining the viewing
audience, Let's recap what this magazine is all about and
where it came from...Read this once again:

This magazine is provided to the individuals out there who
are interested in knowing more than they're supposed to,
according to the powers that be. We would like to basically
tell the powers, more or less, we are ALL entitled to, and have
a right to free information. We are here to tell the people what
they want to know. You wanted us, here we are.

Anyhow, we're starting our third volume. Yes, we've been
here for two whole years now. The first volume consisted of
12 issues. We decided to go to a quarterly format for our
second year? Why? Distribution! We wanted more people to
read what we had to say, so we concentrated on producing
MORE copies for each issue. It's worked out very well for us
- and our readers. We've got a HUGE distribution now!

Originally, we came up with the magazine because we
were all looking for a magazine which covered more than
telephone hacking, etc. So, with a lot of work and such, we
managed to produce our first issue of Blacklisted! 411 and
had it on the shelves January, 1994. It was an exciting time
for us.

Anyhow, for the readers who have been with us from the
start, you will notice a LOT of changes to the magazine. For
one, you'll be sure to notice the front cover! Yes, we decided
to go back to the title bar we used for a couple of issues
during our first year. Why? It looks nice. That's about the
only reason, really. On the pages throughout the magazine,

you will notice all sorts of minor differences we introduced to
give an overall more appealing appearance to our readers.

For all of the new readers, we're happy to have you
aboard! We just LOVE to hear from our readers as much as
possible and we're more than happy to accept any question
which falls into the general direction of our usual subject
matter. No question is too dumb! So, if you want to know
something about topics we write about, please ask us - we
won't put you down like some other magazines might tend to
lean toward. The best way to have a question answered is by
either sending it to us via Internet E-Mail, snail mail (post
office) or via FAX. If we get a call by phone, we'll have to
convert speech to text and it takes the longest for us to reply
to these type of questions.

For those of you who HATE our magazine, well, despite
the threats, despite the hatred, despite the anger....guess
what? WE'RE STILL HERE! ....and, more importantly, we're
going to STAY regardless of your pathetic verbal/written
attacks. We laugh at you. Ha.haha. Hahaha.. But,
seriously, if you have a legitimate complaint, we'd love to hear
it. If you want to call us to flame us for awhile, don't bother - it
won't help you out, really. It seems that all the bad press you
sort of guys give us, we just end up with more subscribers
because of it. Go figure! Anyhow, we do thank you for the
time and effort you put in for us in getting more people reading
our material -AND- shortly thereafter SUBSCRIBING! We
can't begin to thank you enough. Hahaha One last thing... Uh,
we're STILL not gonna accept COLLECT CALLS. -BL411

Latter fom the btor

Hi hacker dudes. Welcome to another issue of Blacklisted!
411 magazine. We're all excited that we've completed
another entire volume of Blacklisted! and now into Volume 5.
Yes! | have a few goodies to talk about before you head on
into the rest of the magazine....so, bear with me.

First, | totally forgot to plug our sister publication in the last
issue of Blacklisted! WHOOPS! I've been getting HELL for
that one. Anyhow, our sister publication is called THUD
Magazine (or the long name: The Hackers Underground
Digest) and it's not yet available in the same circles as
Blacklisted! 411. But, Volume 1, Issue 1 is absolutely
available as a sample/back issue direct from the publisher
and it should be out right now. So, check the bookstands for
it - you may just find a copy of the premier issue available
right next to this issue of Blacklisted! 411.. Volume 1, Issue 2
should be out the same time the next issue of Blacklisted! 411
hits the streets. Be on the lookout for it. The cover is in color,
the content is much like that of this magazine, but you'll find
more technical information in the articles, including
schematics, circuit board layouts, etc. The physical size is the
same, so it should be found right next to Blacklisted! on the
bookshelves. Cover price is $4.95. Look for it. Look for it.
Check out the advertisement in this issue of Blacklisted!
THUD Magazine. P.O. Box 2521, Cypress, CA 90630.

THUD is on the lookout for anyone that would like to submit
articles, artwork, pictures, letters, etc. The same kind of stuff
you send to us, pretty much. Even if you haven't seen their
first issue yet, you might want to consider sending them
something anyhow and possibly getting a freebie subscription
while you're at it. Mention that ZACHARY (or Blacklisted!
411) sentyou. Again, their info: THUD Magazine. P.O. Box
2521, Cypress, CA 90630. Be sure to make contact. THUD's
first issue looks pretty cool.

Next, please note that there are no BBS number lists in this
issue of Blacklisted! After one too many complaints about
their presence within our pages, | decided to AXE them in this
issue and see how it rolls over. Besides, the lists we have are
TOO OLD. Anyone else notice how DEAD BBS's are these
days? | suppose the internet is responsible for that one, eh?
If you'd like to see more BBS numbers, please send in a letter
with your support for this material....and, while you're at it,
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send in those lists of BBS's ON DISK (so it will make my life a
little easier)....oh, and make it a CURRENT list. Thanks.

If you want to see a specific piece of equipment, book,
manual, video or other item reviewed, please contact us and
give us the information we need to get ahold of the item (what
the item is, how much it costs, where it's sold, what it does,
etc) and we'll get ahold of a review copy and do a write up on
it. We have a bunch of stuff we plan on reviewing sometime
soon, so be on the lookout for more reviews. If you have an
item that you'd like us to review, send it in and we'll do a write
up on it. You know how it works.

Artwork. We have tons of artwork that has been submitted,
but we're always looking for MORE. If you're an artist and
you have a talent with artwork, please send your work in and
let us use it.

Pictures. We need our readers to send in as many pictures
as they can. At times, our picture archive gets a little dry and
| really HATE it when that happens. So, if you've been
holding onto some cool pics that you've been meaning to
send in but haven't, SEND THEM IN NOW! You know what
kind of stuff we're looking for, so get with it. We can use
whatever you've got.

Articles. We're looking for articles on a few topics of interest.
Mainly DSS, satellite, cable TV and telecomm. Anything else
the readers feel like sending in would be much appreciated,
too. We seem to get too much material on ONE topic at any
given time and it makes for a lopsided issue if we didn't go out
and search for something to balance the scale, so to speak.
So, send us some of that good info you've been holding onto
for so long.

Web site. It's still not ready. Anyone willing to help out in the
effort to get a web site put together, please contact us.

Email. Some of you may have noticed mail bouncing back
more often than not. Our email addresses are disabled for
now - it's a result of the web site not being completed. Go
figure. Anyhow, send everything via USPS for now, until we
can get a hold on the web site/email situation.

| suppose this is enough from me for now, have a good one,
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L etters

Dear 411,

| am in need of some manuals for some old test equipment
from the 80's. Particularly some Data 10 programmers. |
think you mentioned them in one of your recent issues, so |
figured | should go ahead and ask you guys. You seem to
have most of the answers people are looking for. Btw, cool

mag you guys run over there. Keep it up.
InSearch
Redding, CA
Routed> Internet Email

It's a good thing you asked us this. We just recently did a bit
of looking around for something very similar and here’s the
results. Please contact all of these people in your search for
your manual(s). We're sure one of them is bound to have
what you're looking for. Between a few of these guys, we
managed to find every manual we were looking for. By the
way, we happen to like Manual Merchant the most. They had
a good supply.

Manuals Plus, 100's of thousands of manuals, (801) 882-
7188.

Ed Matsuda, HP & Tek, good quality, fast delivery, great
prices, (619) 479-0225.

Manual Merchant, (619) 490-9076, FAX 490-9075,
linda_p@ix.netcom.com.

Susan, HP, Tek, Fluke, about 10,000 manuals, (800) 435-
1516.

Bob Garcia, Tek & Racal, about $35 each, (770) 977-5701.
Bob Lee, Tek, (503) 774-6560.

Deane Kidd, Tek, (503) 625-7363.

Art May, Military connections, (503) 632-6973.

Tektronix (800) 426-2200.

Hewlett Packard (800) 227-8164.

Wavetek (800)622-5515.

Dear 411,
| was checking out the net and came across this web page:
http://www.geocities.com/Area51/Chamber/4613/
The guy (Cyberaktif Brain Leak) who did the page dedicated
it to the “Guiding the Newbie” article in volume 4, issue 3.
Just thought you guys and your readers would like to know
about it so you could check it out.
CowDung
Cyberlilly, FUBAR
Routed> Internet Email

Thanks for the update. We checked it out and the website is
called “Hack Central” They provide the LOD Tech Journals
and a bunch of beginner hacker matenial. | would recommend
checking it out if you're new to hacking. Hell, | suggest that
everyone go take a look and make and suggestions to CBL
on how to make the site better. Remember people, the more
hackers that are around, the better. And also remember that
we were ALL (I repeat A-L-L of us!) newbie hackers at some
point, so drop the ‘leet attitudes. We wish more people out
there were doing the same thing this dude is doing for the
hacker community. Good going, CBL!

Here’s the intro Cyberaktif Brain Leak provides on the Hack
Central web page:

Ok well this page was brought on because of a Author in
Blacklisted! 411© The author that wrote the particular article
went by the name of Alaric.. The article was Entitled "Guiding
The newbie*” He has a list Of Files to get started in the

Blacklisted! 411
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hacking/Phreaking World. We may not be elite quite yet but
hey were not lamers.. Mostly everything you need to know is
right here but you might want more there will be a list later..
out.. -Cyberaktif Brain Leak

...intro message concerning hacking by Jarhead...

Yeah, | was a little 13 year old once, went around asking
people what hacking was, how | could be a good hacker and
stuff with my 486 w/Windung 3.1.... well first off you need
access to a UNIX box, and it really helps to have root. that's
why you need to get Linux, the 2 most common types of Linux
are Red Hat Linux and Slackware Linux. when you set up
Linux, you get a better understanding of whats going on . you
see where the logs are, where the sysadmin's around the
world have their log files, how you edit them, and basic
system security. THERE IS NO WAY AROUND THIS! nothing
is as good as first hand knowledge, no text file will ever teach
you as much as you get by yourself. this is the first step into
becoming a hacker. do it now. reading all those text files over
and over again will get you nowhere without your own unix
shell account or a Linux box.

How do hackers do what they do? well, first they find the
computer they want to break into. they find all about the
computer they want to break into, exactly what programs are
running. they port scan it, find what OS it runs, and find out
who owns it. then they know what programs are running on
which ports. (If you don't know what ports are then go here
and buy TCP/IP for dummies) they then see if there are any
bugs in the software that run on those ports, if there are then
they find an exploit and run it, trying to add an account or get
/etc/passwd . if there isn't any known bugs in the software
then they either find some, or social engineer(PHREAKING).
once they get an account on the system, then they find all
programs that can be run on the system and see if there are
any holes in it, and if there isn't then they find one, and take
root.

When a guy has root, they can do anything to the system, like
erase the entire harddrive, install a rootkit, run a sniffer, run
eggdrop, anything. thats the goal of it all. have phun...

Ok, that's their intro. Check it out for yourselves. I'd like to
comment that if a hacker (or anyone for that matter) has
access to “root” it's not necessarily a good idea to “erase the
entire harddrive” or anything nearly as severe. Remember
folks, “hacker ethics” We do have a set of rules we like to
think hackers keep in mind.

Try this site also, if you're looking for resources as a newbie:
http://members.tripod.com/~synflood/

Dear 411,
Your mag is great. | have a few questions:
#1 What kind of screwdriver do | need to open up a gameboy?
And to open the cartridge? Where can | get these?
#2 Are there any books that describe the Minitel system that
they have in France?
#3 Are there any ftp sites that have only really old computer
games?
#4 What are the best places to go dumpster-diving? | like to
go to a nearby college.
#5 Whenever | go to Radio Shack and buy something, the
employees there are always really nosy. They keep asking
me what I'm gonna do with this stuff. Does this happen to
anyone else or just me?
Thanks in advance,
Master Ka
Burlington, VT
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

The screws on the Gameboy and Pocket Gameboy are your
every day run of the mill slotted (or Phillips) type screws. The
screws on the Gameboy cartridges are called “line head”
screws. More precisely, they are “external line head” screws.
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They are a very proprietary screw used in Japanese made | Excite, Lycos, Infoseek and Dejanews. if you can't find it
devices, typically. You can find the tool needed to remove | there, hit up the IRC and make some friends. You CAN find
these screws in many tool supply catalogs. Let me provide | this stuff if you look on the net.

you with the name of two places that DO carry the tool you
need. (you will be buying ‘line head” bits that fit on a 1/4” | Are you interested in dumpster diving? Best places are util
drive shaft) companies, schools, electronic-related stores, etc. Here are
some web sites to take a look at if you're into trash digging.
Jensen Tools, Inc.
(800)426-1194 http.://dumpster.home.ml.org/

http.//www jensentools.com http://www.spub.ksu.edu/ISSUE S/v100/FA/n024/op-dumpstr-
(Page 193 bottom right of their 1998 master catalog. The | page.html

pictures are mislabeled, so we're not sure if it's catalog | http://www.econet.org/frugalftips/dumpster.html

#647-459 or #647-555 it's the “external line head” variety,

though) As for Radio Shack. We get a lot of letters similar to yours

about the nosy workers over at RS. Pay no attention to them.
Parts Express Go in, buy your stuff and get out. You are under no obligation
(800)338-0531 to tell them anything you plan to do with anything you
http://www.parts-express.com/ purchase or are thinking of purchasing. Be rude. Don't say

(Located on page 97 in their ‘video game parts” section | anything to them.
#360-215 & #360-216 - get both bits. Let me explain. The
360-215 is a 3.8mm “game bit driver” and will fit the cartridges | Dear Blacklisted! 411,

on game boy, N64, SNES and Sega Genesis. The 360-216is | To correct the letter by sinister8 in v4i4 RCMAC is recent
a 4.5mm “game bit driver” and will fit the main consoles for | change memory administration center. 5SESS and 5E are the
SNES, N64, etc - You can use them so get BOTH bits! $6.95 | same thing. And it is Resporg |.D. not Rasporg.

each.) Bill Preck
Litchfield, CT
There's a small article concerning drive bits on page 57 of this Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

issue. You might want to check it out just for the hell of it.
Dear Blacklisted! 411,

We can't locate any source for the Minitel system technical | | know this may not have anything to do with hacking but |
documentation you're looking for. Anyone out there have a | would like to know who is the current Defender champion of
source for this one? the world. | would also like to know the specifications of the
NEO GEO arcade board and if possible, the CPSII arcade
At any given time, there are hundreds if not thousands of fip | board. P.S. How could | get ahold of a Motorola 6809
sites that carry software...new.. old, etc.. What particular kind | microprocessor and it's development kit? Codially,

of ‘really old computer games” are you looking for? Ken
Commodore 647 Atari 8007 Tl 99/4A? Older? We can't list Montclair, CA
any sites with software since it is considered piracy, so we'll Routed> U.S. Snail Mail
advise you to simply do a search on the net. Use Yahoo,
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It’s new!
It’s different!
It’s a HACKERS MAGAZINE!
T.H.U.D.
The Hackers Underground Digest

Check it out!

{ That’s right. Your eyes aren’t
d messing around with ya. From the
M same people who brought
d Blacklisted! 411, comes a brand
d new hackers zine with all new
stuff.

Inside THUD Magazine, you’ll find
{ M more technical hacker info. It's got
SN 2 neato color cover, too.

of the a”ltumate :
THUD Magazine

hackerz TGSWFCG g P.0. Box 2821
vom A “” g M ido Cypress, C
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In a video game cover story for the January 18th, 1982 issue
of Time magazine, a Mount Prospect lllinois high school
student named Steve Juraszek was profiled as the "Defender
champion of the world." Juraszek played 16 straight hours on
a single quarter racking up 16 million points. While Juraszek's
feat was amazing, his status as "champion" is a bit
misleading. Around the same time, there were expert players
who were literally playing the game for days.

A scoring bug that occurs at 990,000 points allowed players to
rack up enough ships to take a break and go to the bathroom
(important for long games). Once you reach 990,000
everything you shoot earns you a free ship. If you try to shoot
as many low scoring targets as possible you can turn the
game over with dozens of free ships. The only catch is that
you don't earn another ship until you accumulate enough
points to "pay" for the ships earned between 990,000 and
000,000 (one million). It's an advance, not a gift.

The “bug” was later corrected in updated ROM revision(s) like
many of the other Williams games (Robotron, Joust, etc)
Other than this, we have no information on a current Defender
champion of the world. Anyone else that can clue us in on
this one?

Anyhow, The last highest recorded champ of Defender was
76,377,300 points scored by Bert Jennings from Durham, NC
on 4/8/83

The Neo Geo system was described in a “Tony’s Workshop”
article that appeared in Volume 4, Issue 2 of Blacklisted! 411.
Check it out. Look for a CPSII article in this issue or the next
in the “Tony’s Workshop” area.

You can find the 6809 at just about any electronics store (we
do NOT recommend Radio Shack for parts like this) As for
the development kit, you might want to take a peek in Radio
Electronics Now. | believe there is an ad. for a 6809 trainer.
Perhaps Motorola still carries technical specs/reference
material on the 6809. Call up Motorola in Irvine and get their
address (and ask if they still have a technical document room)
If they do, take a trip on over there and visit the tech doc room
- they have tons of books and manuals on pretty much all of
their IC’s and you can take as much as you want - for FREE.
It's good if you're interested in their 68XXX series processors,
especially.

Dear sir,
We the youth, the future leaders of tomorrow have a couple
things on our minds. It seems that every time we turn on the
TV, radio and internet that the people in Washington DC are
blaming the American youth for the crimes, that's not true. If
anyone that should be blamed it should be the adults. We the
people allow big business like the phone company, insurance
companies, Internal Revenue Service even the corrupt
government agencies to time and time again steal from us.
What our we the future leader of tomorrow supposed to be
learning? We have teachers, preachers, counselors etc...that
rape, molest, and murder and more times than not they get
out on good behavior just to do it again, while people looking
for info and trying to lean goes away for life. What is this
supposed to be teaching us? We allow groups like the KKK,
the Mafia etc... to get away with all these crimes. is that what
the American government is trying to teach? Information is
suppose to be free to learn but we go to prison for trying. Do
they put scientists away for trying to invent? NO then why us?
We the American Youth would like to request answers to
these questions.
THE AMERICAN YOUTH
South Jersey, NJ
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

(Warning: long response to follow)
Man does lh:s hlt a nerve with me. Though, | cannot
ily for you, | can provide my opinion
on this ona. If you want me to tell you what to be learning
from all of this, then so be it. Here | go. What are you
supposed to be learning? If you are to be the future leaders
of tomorrow, | sure as hell hope you are learning that YOU are

your roots. When money and power and corruption are
tugging at you from all directions, remember where you came
from, what it was like to be blamed for doing nothing other
than learning, that the real people behind the problems went
free while you suffered. REMEMBER! When you get old, you
tend to forget these things and you start making really stupid
decisions. Our government is old and stupid. Simple as that.

The comment of being put away for life for trying to learn may
be a little extreme however, | can understand and appreciate
the feeling and thought behind it. The fact is, people in
general are not very smart and the smart people that DO exist
and ask questions and want to learn more are pretty damn
scary to those dumb people around them. The government,
being nagged to death by all these not-so-brite people to DO
SOMETHING about pornography, hacking, internet gambling,
etc, has no choice but to end up making an example out of the
first few (hundred) people they can get ahold of breaking the
newly found laws (or not quite yet laws). While the smarter,
curious people are outnumbered and never seem to voice
their opinions quite as loud as their lame-counterparts.

Science is a funny thing. Scientists are supposed to be in
search of fact/truth, etc and use whatever means they can to
gettoit. However....and this is a huge however, scientists are
mocked and ridiculed any time they make a claim that does
not conform to the science community. Sometimes it takes
extreme measures by one to make the community open their
eyes. Most of the time, these people with new ideas never
make it known to the world because they're snuffed out by
their peers before they have a chance. Again, stupidity.
Afraid of change. Etc.

So, American Youth, | give you my fondest best wishes and
urge you to remember your youth when you are in a position
of power to make changes. You see how screwed up the
world is around you now - it will get worse if you, the future
leaders, decide to give in and follow along with the rest of
society. Keep in mind that: change is good, too many laws
is a bad thing, smaller government is good, welfare is bad.
Please, always remember how you feel right now about the
way things are run. It will go a long way in helping iron things
out in the future.

(Reply #2 - yeah we all have something to say)

Hey, you forgot to mention a certain football player who used
to rent cars. Did you notice he said he never beat his wife
even though it was a matter of police record that he had.
There were even photos...but | digress...

You're right. You have a very important point to make. There
is a very bad image of what a ‘hacker' is and | feel it's all the
media’s fault. Children and young adults are by nature very
curious about the world about them. It is this curiosity that
leads many to go on to become physicists, chemists,
electronic technicians, and teachers. They want to learn more
and sometimes want to share that knowledge.

The only counter argument | can give is that many of these
curious youth take their curiosity a little too far. | can consider
something like trying to make a working quarter box a test of
personal knowledge and skill. | can even go so far as figuring
out how credit cards and such work as curious. But when that
same person goes on to use such skills to break existing laws
not just once, out of curiosities sake, but several, sometimes
hundreds of times more than curiosity.

We have all been tempted by something illegal and anyone
who says they have never bed to such ptation is
an all out liar. What makes it wrong is to continue to do so for
personal gain. You may say that seeking knowledge is for
personal gain but having the know-how to commit an act and
carrying it out are two entirely different things. There is
nothing wrong with wanting to know how something works
and how to bypass the normal systems. That knowledge can
be used to protect yourself from someone else who may wish
to ‘hack’ some part of your personal life...like your bank
account.

See, when people do commit these vast crimes it DOES hurt
the rest of us. I'm sure most of us have been the victim of

the answer. Get into those positions of power and
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mass p because the minority of the group couldn't
get their act together.



But enough of playing devil's advocate. There is a serious
problem, like you say, when we see all the time people in high
places committing crimes and basically getting away with it.
The only image that teaches is that crime pays. And of course
that just leads to people wanting to commit those crimes
because they figure they'll only get a slap on the wrist.

The difference is money. All these big shots we see in the
news are rich...they buy their freedom. You and | aren't...most
minors can't buy a top notch lawyer to purchase their way
through the legal system. | think the law agencies that go after
the little guys know this. They know that little Johnny who
experimented with building his own FM transmitter and
unknowingly broke FCC rules for power can't afford the
$10,000+ fine.

Information should be free to all. Of course there will always
be some form of censorship. One way of looking at the
problem is from the point of view of the censors. What do they
have to gain by censoring a piece of information from the
masses. An obvious example is the secrecy of stealth
technology. It's a no-brainer. But something subtle like
controlling information about how credit cards work, or phone
systems, power meters, or viruses is a little more difficult to
understand.

Obviously you wouldn't want a criminal to know how to access
your identity and charge thousands of dollars to your credit
card. Yet conversely, there will always be a criminal who
knows exactly how to do that. That's where being able to
know how these crimes are committed one can protect ones
self from becoming a victim of such a crime.

| hope that my examples help explain why the little guy gets
picked on. Don't let it discourage you from continuing your
exploration of the world. If people stopped seeking answers
we'd never have the car, the plane, the telephone or
CD...we'd still be running around naked eating grubs and
shrubs.

My chemistry teacher taught that the definition of a scientist is
a person who seeks knowledge for the sake of knowledge.
The term 'hack’ generally applies to making a modification to
something to improve it or to make it do something it was not
originally intended to do. It's not hard to take those two
statements and equate hackers and scientist. Scientists could
be said to be the ultimate hackers.

Remember, knowledge is power!

Dear Blacklisted! 411,
| have a simple request. How do | find out the long distance
carrier of a phone line? Great magazine!
Deadlurk
(location withheld)
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail
Try dialing 1-700-555-4141. You should hear a short
ge that will indi the long dist: carrier of the line
you're dialing from. An interesting note: If you want to find
out who a particular 10XXX carrier code belongs to, pick up
the phone and dial 10XXX (or 101XXXX) + 1-700-555-4141.
You should hear the identifier for the LD carrier. Some
carrlers do not have an identifier message and some carriers
are not available in some areas, so don't be alarmed if this
number does not produce any results for you.

To the editor,
First off, I'm a newbie (and full of questions).

I'm sending this via the USPS, although it would be more
efficient by e-mail. But I've noticed that, for some reason,
most of the mail you print (all but one letter, in fact, in 4:4) is
sent by snail mail, even though the senders are computer-
savvy, to say the least. This brings me to my first question.
Why would hackers turn to the USPS when e-mail is so much
easier? Do they know something | don't? Is it easier (for the
gov) to eavesdrop on e-mail than regular mail? Even if you
use remailers? Even if it is encrypted?

Now, on to other stuff,
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| think your magazine totally rocks. | only have the last two
issues, 4:3 and 4:4, but I've spent hours mesmerized by them,
reading every single word. if | ever hit a lottery, I'll buy all the
back issues.

First, in the “bad news first" vein, let me ask this: your spelling
is atrocious, why? Like, really, not just here and there, but
everywhere. What's the deal? Stuff like “phreaks” and
“‘warez” | get, but there're a zillion other, shall | say, dumb
mistakes. Are these made by the writers, whick you then print
verbatim, or are they editorial slip-ups? | mean, when you
type in a URL, you have to get it exactly right , or you don’t get
there. This would be my one word of advice to 411, that you
should not have any typos-you'll get more respect.

Well, maybe just one more small point, which is rather just my
personal opinion. I'd like to see more strictly “hacker” info in
your pages (where space is at a premium), as opposed to
articles tending to more “non-tech” related issues. For
example, while | won't say they weren't interesting, pieces
such as the Unabomber's “Manifesto”, “State Citizen ID
Card”, “Cheating the Library”, “Legal Words and Their
Meaning®, “The Sovereign Individual” (in 4:3) and “Restore
Our Common Law", “Factual Info About Jury Service”, “SSN:
Mandatory or Voluntary?” (in 4:4)-are these “hacking” issues?
This leads me to my next question: perhaps you would print
411's definitions of “hacker”, “phreak”, and other hacker
terms?

While you're at it (as | am a newbie), maybe you could
introduce a new column to your mag “The Newbie Corner”,
where those such as myself could find out about more basic
hacking ideas. Put stuff there in simpler terms (but keep the
rest of 411 as it is, esoteric), and | think you might expand
your readership to readers that aren't now, but would
become, hackers.

Next Question. Why do BBS Reviews seem so, well, out of
date? Most of them were reviewed or checked only in 1996.
What gives?

Also, let me mention that the area code for Connecticut (in
your BBS list in 4:4, p. 57) has been changed to 860 except
for Fairfield and New Haven Counties (those closest to NYC)

Anyone hacked TCI's new digital TV cable boxes? How
about their @Home cable modem service?

Does anyone remember the number you dialed as a kid that
rang back your phone anonymously after you hung up? Does
this number still exist?

What are the best web sites, in general, for hackers?
(Besides 411, of course, which will surely be awesome-I've
been checking for month now in eager anticipation of its
debut).

The following may be well known to everyone, but in 4:4, p.
21, Pirho wonders what HFAI means. | don't work at Wal-
Mart, but this means “Hands-Free Answer on Intercom”.

Lastly, my own “newbie” hacker tip. If you're somewhere

where you shouldn't be (like dialing from someone's unlisted

number) and want to know what the number is, try dialing

970. This should give an automated confirmation of the
number you dialed phrom.

N.E.wbie

(location withheld)

Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

Hiya, newbie...Glad to have you aboard, dude. Man, what a
mouthful of questions and [constructive] criticism. Anyhow,
on to a response. We get tons of letters with offers of help,
questions concerning everything from red boxes to bad credit,
complaints, ideas, etc. Most of this comes to us via USPS.
We do get occasional pieces via email, though. The reason
for this is because our email addresses under our domain
name are disabled until we can get a hold on the entire web
site situation. We're always looking for anyone else who
wants to join in on the effort to make one kick ass web site.

Blacklisted! 411



We're working on it, we're working on it. So, unless you
happen to know our non-advertised email address(es), USPS
or a phone call is about the only way you're going to reach us.
1 suggest USPS. If the government wants to read our email or
letters sent via USPS, they're gonna do it. If they want to do
a wiretap, they're gonna do it. [Nothing illegal is going on over
here, so tap, read and have fun] Your letter appears to have
made it to us unmolested.

Bad spelling: two reasons. One, we usually print writers
articles verbatim. Perhaps a bad idea, but enacted to
preserve the “feel” of the hacker community. Though, | do
edit something from time to time. (Don't tell anyone, all right?)
Then there's the simple fact that we let things slip
by...noticed? ...unnoticed? | usually notice a fair amount of
unwanted typo’s AFTER the issue makes it to the printer.
Whoops. It must be the lazy-hacker portion of my personality.
You'll be happy to know that we do put a rather high priority
on making sure URLSs are printed correctly.

This is a hacker zine and we do print unrelated material that
seems to be enjoyable to the typical hacker-type. So, we
continue to print the weirdo stuff you mentioned. Personally,
| do tend to enjoy reading most of the material you mentioned.
I've been pushing to use an even smaller font size so we can
print more material in each issue. Are you wiTH Me? (just kidding,
everyone)

Bill Hayes wrote an article describing a typical “hacker” titled
“What is a Hacker?” and it appeared in our sister publications
(THUD - The Hackers Underground Digest) debut issue. You
might want to check it out. In the simplest terms, a hacker is
someone who will seek out any or all security holes, flaws and
improvement areas of a system - computer, telephone,
power, electronic, automotive, social, etc. A hacker is NOT a
thief. A hacker is NOT a crook. A thief or a crook can be a
hacker, however. Heck, a thief or a crook can be a politician,
too. Hmm. Bad analogy. You get the idea, though. A
phreaker (or phreak) is a type of hacker that finds the

k in telecc ication systems, for the most part.
Also, a phreaker is not a thief or a bad person. Perhaps a little
too curious in the minds of the phone company, of course.

About a year ago. In fact, it was a year ago, someone by the
handle of Roadrunner launched a newbie text help file on the
net and inside of this text file was a small section called
“What is hacking all about?” I'd like to quote it and share it
with the readers.

“WHAT IS THIS HACKING ALL ABOUT? In a word,
cleverness. Hacking is about pushing the envelope, using
technology to its full potential , understanding technology
rather than simply relying on it. These days, it's easier than
ever to use a computer without being computer literate. Just
point and click. Hacking is about going beyond that, about
doing things that are not supposed to be possible, about
finding new things and exploring. The land is settled from one
coast to the next, and space is still a bit beyond our
reach. This is the new frontier.Hackers are the people who do
this, who settle the frontiers on the edge of Cyberspace. If it
weren't for hackers, there would be no internet, and probably
no computers. The purpose of hacking is not to destroy other
people's data,to start world war three, or to steal money,
although these are the images of hackers that the press
frequently produces.  There is, in fact, a hacker ethic, a code
of honor as old as hacking. Its main tenets are:

1) Do not damage any system intentionally. This means
don't delete data, don't cause a crash, don't change data
(except maybe to cover your tracks), remove users, introduce
viri, or cause physical damage to the system. Seek
knowledge, not malice or revenge.

2) Promote empowerment. Hacking gives freedom to the
many, rather than power for the few. Share knowledge.

3) Be creative. It's easy to cause chaos, but it takes
intelligence to create beauty. Computers can do good things,
and can make the worid better.

Although it is true that not all hackers follow this code at all
times, any more than anyone else follows any code of ethics
all the time, it is a good guideline to go by. Hacking, above all,
is about learning. Hackers are constantly in pursuit of new
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tricks, techniques, and algorithms. Anyone who does not love
knowledge and the freedom it brings has no reason to
become a hacker.”

Well said. | would like to ask all the old timer hacks out there
to help us create a slick newbie section in the magazine.
Address such material specifically to “Zack” so | can get MY
hands on it first.

1 am all for the newbie comer column. Great idea. Anyone
want to join in the effort on this one? Alaric did a nice article
in 4:3 called “Guiding the Newbie”. | would love to see more
articles with this sort of topic.

BBS reviews. Do you see ANY BBS reviews or lists in this
issue? They were getting lame so | gave them the axe! If
anyone wants to do an up to date review or list, I'll consider
letting it pass. You gotta make it look real good, though.

Each area has a ringback number which will, when dialed,
and after the calling party hangs up, rings the phone where
the call was placed. In other words, the number you dialed
when you were a kid and got that anonymous call back a few
seconds later - well, it still exists. We used to use 119911
then we changed over to dialing our number itself - then get a
nice RING a few seconds after we hang up. Neato, huh?

Web sites, get on Yahoo and do a search for ... hell, let me
give you a few sites to start with.

http://www. itie i g /e
http://www.fc.net/phrack/

http://www.I0pht.com/

http://www.defcon.org/
http://www.geocities.com/Area51/Chamber/4613/
http://www.hacker.org/
http://members.tripod.com/~synflood/

y.htm

This should be enough to get you going. We're always happy
to accept lists of cool hacking related web sites, so feel free to
send that sort of material to us if you feel up to it.

970 - that’s an ANAC (Automatic Number Announcement
Circuit). We use 114 or 211 here where we are. Does the
same thing. It will announce the number of the phone line you
are calling from.

Thanks for the letter, N.E.wbie. Have a good one and hack
the world, buddy!

Dear 411,

| have a Radio Shack model PRO-2002 base station scanner
that | would like to mod. | have not been able to find a mod for
it, so | thought I'd ask you. If there is a mod, can you forward
it to me? If there isn't a mod, can you tell me which RS base

models can be modified?
DaBu
(location withheld)
Routed> U.S. Snail Mail

First off, our sources show no mod available for the PRO-
2002. However, the following bas models do have a mod
available: PRO-2004, PRO-2005, PRO-2006, PRO-2022 and
PRO-2030. If you need the mod for any of these, let us know.
We have to mention that it is illegal to monitor cellular
communications. But, you weren't planning on doing that
right?

Hi there,

| love the magazine. I'm not particularly adept but I'm still
curious. | study various technologies from time to time but |
tend to get impatient with textbooks and want to know how the
electronic and mechanical things | live with actually work.
Your magazine is great for that, although it's often over my
head. This gives me some direction, though.

A local electronics store here in Gainesville has recently
changed hands and the new owner has been cleaning it out.
It used to look like a chiphead's basement. You could find
everything from new ic's to old 60's computer tape drives
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