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This publication is dedicated to all of those before us
who built the foundation for the hackers of the world to
xpress themselves openly and without prejudice.

While we attempt to continue in our quest to obtain
knowledge and understanding, we invite you , the reader,
to join in and share any thoughts you may have
regarding the magazine, hacking, life , work and anything
else that you feel is important enough to be shared.

We're not going to knock anyone down for asking
questions or ridicule the steadfast elitist folks who
believe that knowledge should not be shared. We believe
knowledge should in fact be shared with one another, no
matter how trivial the information may appear to be.
After all , knowledge is power.

Think back to the way it was, when hackers stuck
together and had a good time. An amusing time when
hackers shared their stories of exploration and ultimate
conquest. A wondrous time when hackers were
considered the good guys and looked up to by those not
fortunate enough to understand the technology around
them . A simple time when a hackers harmless efforts
gained a new understanding of technology issues and
the praise from their peers and superiors alike.

That time can still be NOW. Hackers of the world unite
and exercise your freedom to disseminate informationl
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Blacklisted! 411 introduction for those ofyou who are new .....

In 1999, what was to be the last issue of Blacklisted! 411 (Volume 5,
Issue 4) was published. It was unknown at the time, but many
pitfalls would ultimately cause the demise of the magazine.
Officially, it was dead as a doornail. After 4 years of regrouping and
planning, Blacklisted! 411 magazine was resurrected yet again..

What' about now...

411 concept, but this time do it as a print magazine. It was
extremely difficult to get started because the group was no more
and he was alone. He was the only one of the original group
members remaining that had an interest in bringing the hacker
group and magazine alive again. With some money, the will to make
it happen, top of the line (at the time) computer gear and page
layout software, Blacklisted! 411 was reborn. Blacklisted! 411
Volume 1, Issue 1 was released in January 1994. Blacklisted! 411
was finally BACK. The issues were released monthly and
distribution was small. Regardless, the related user meets were
packed! The interest in the magazine was great. After a year
passed, it was decided to try a quarterly format in an effort to
increase distribution. During that year Zachary managed to get in
contact with many of the old group members, most of whom which
are active staff members even today.

Charities
Blacklisted! 411 is run by real people who care about other things
aside from hacking. No, really. In the spirit of helping people and
organizations outside of our community, Blacklisted! 411 Magazine
has officially donated to the local chapter of the Ronald McDonald
House charity. After all, children are our tuture. Blacklisted! 411
Magazine wholeheartedly supports the Ronald McDonald House
mission and their programs. Additionally, we've donated heavily to
the Westminster Parish Festival, specifically with the intent to help
support their youth programs and special classes for the mentally
and physically handicapped.

Merchandising I SWAG
We now have a whole series of Blacklisted! 411 themed swag and
merchandise. This currently includes stickers and apparel, but will
soon include posters, a new DVD and whatever else our creative
minds can come up with. Input, help, and direct submissions for this
will be accepted and appreciated.

Community
Over the last year and a half, a lot has been happening. We have
become more active in the Hacker Community. As we are based in
the Los Angeles area, we have built relationships with the local
Hacker groups such as LA2600, SD2600, twentythreedotorg, Irvine
Underground and more. We have been attending and sponsoring
Hacker Conventions and Conferences such as the Layer One
Convention and the ever popular Defcon. You can find us attending
these conventions regularly. We usually have a booth at these
events where we sell subscriptions, current and back issues of the
magazine, and other swag. We also provide several 'convention
only" promotions so look for us there.

To date, Blacklisted! 411 is one of the oldest group of hackers still
remaining and releasing gathered and compiled information within
the hacker community and the mainstream community as well.
Hanging onto the very same hacker mentality and code of ethics
from the 80's, Blacklisted! 411 stands apart from the rest. Their ideal
is that hackers are not thieves - they're curious people who are the
makers and shakers of the technology sector. They're not elitist
hackers by any means and believe that no question is ever a
"stupid' question. Old school hackers and newbie hackers alike,
Blacklisted! 411 caters to you.

Magazine Development
A major effort is being made to increase our exposure to the
Hacking and Information Security Community. Our distribution goals
for the magazine was to break 100K copies distributed each quarter
sometime in 2004 and we surpassed our goal within our timeframe..
Based on orders from distributors and sell through, nobody comes
even close to touching us in the hacking arena. We have been
seeking and hiring freelance writers, photographers, and editors to
increase the quality and scope of the magazine. Additionally, we
have people who are actively trying to promote the magazine both
inside and outside of our close community.

Who we are... and were •..

The question often arises on the subject of, "How did it all start?" in
reference to our magazine and it's history. In response to this
popular question, here is a quick history lesson of Blacklisted! 411
magazine, including names, dates and little known facts which have,
thus far, been hidden away for years...

Eventually modems caught on and the magazine was distributed
through crude BBS systems. Using the power of a Commodore 64,
a Blacklisted! 411 info site, which anyone could log into without
handle or password, was created and operated. It was a completely
open message center. Using X-modem or Punter file transfer
protocols, one could download the latest Blacklisted! 411 files or
readlleave "messages" which later became known as a "message
base' and has evolved into what are now commonly known as
' newsgroup postings' or "forum postings". There was only one
message center, no email capability & only 1 phone line. Primitive,
indeed. Effective, however.

Around 1984, the purchase of a 9 pin dot matrix printer that could
<gasp> print basic graphics was entered into the mix. Printing out
copies of the Blacklisted 411 monthly and copying them at the
media center at the high school became the new "experiment". The
media center staff graciously allowed the production of these copies
free of charge which was very cool at the time. The copies were
passed out at the local "copy meets' (an interesting phenomenon of
past times - hordes of computer users would meet at a
predetermined location and setup their computers with the sole
purpose of copying software and eXchanging this software with each
other). Piles of the magazine were left anywhere and everywhere
people could see them. One popular location was next to the Atari
Gauntlet and Gauntlet 11 arcade games strategically located at 7­
11's all over the place. It's been a longtime myth that people
photocopied those original copies and then those were photocopied,
etc. There's no telling just how many generations of early printouts
of Blacklisted! 411 monthly made it out there.

June of 1987 marked the end of Blacklisted! 411, the hackers
monthly . The last disk based magazine (# 46) was distributed that
month. Since all of us original crew were finally out of high school
and onto college, work and the biggerlbelter things in life, nobody
had the time or inclination to put any effort into the disk based
magazine anymore. The once thriving Blacklisted! 411 group broke
up and people went their separate ways. Naturally, it was assumed
that this was the end and Blacklisted! 411 would never be
resurrected in any form. If you have questions, comments, articles, ideas, flames, general

' screw you guyz" messages or wish to offer support in some way,
In the summer of 1993, one member (and the original editor-in- please contact us immediately and let's see what we can do.
chief), Zachary Blackstone, felt it was time to revive the Blacklisted! Thanks for your support, hackers! BL411

Blacklisted 411 magazine dates back to October 1983 with a group
of friends from a Southern California high school that shared a
common interest. They were all deeply interested in their Atari,
Apple and Commodore computers, electronics, sciences, arcade
games, etc. They built projects, hacked into various things, made
their own programs, came up with grand ideas and tried to make
them into some sort of reality. The group started a monthly hackers
"disk magazine" (an early form of what is now known as an e-zine)
called "Blacklisted 411, the hackers monthly". This may sound
strange today but circulating information on disk was the best way to
get it out (at the time) without all the cool toys we take for granted
today. There was no intemet to utilize and nobody had printers
which could print anything other than plain text (and didn't even do
that well). With a disk based system, text files, primitive graphicsl
pictures, and utilities were fairly easy to distribute and it could be
copied by anyone who had a compatible computer. At the peak, at
least 150 disk copies <per month> of the disk magazine we sent
into the world, though there is no way to know how many were
copied by others.

Years went by and Blacklisted! 411 evolved. The short life-span of
the printouts was both a great success and a miserable failure. No
matter where they were left, they were taken - and taken quickly!
The feedback was awesome in that people wanted more. The
interest was very high, but the inability to meet this growing demand
was completely overlooked. The plug was officially pulled on the
printout experiment and distribution through diskettes remained the
norm. It was really the easiest way to go at the time. The
Blacklisted! 411 info site grew into a 2-line system. This was a big
deal in 1985. By that time, information was almost exclusively
passed around by modem (unofficially on paper) and disks were still
being released at this time.
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Letterfrom Zachary Blackstone, editor-in-chief. . ...
Greetings everyone! Yes, we've made it to the third installment of
this wacky little hacker magazine for 2005. We had to push extra
hard to get this issue to print several weeks early so we could have
it available by Defcon 13. Talk about cutting it close. This issue
was finished with no time to spare. Wow, Defcon 13. Has it really
been that long? So much has changed since the early days of
hacking. Ahh, the memories .

Kudos to Dark Tangent, the maker of Defcon . He' s just awesome.
The guys over at Defcon are doing a fantastic job in providing the
community with the best annual hacker party on the planet. It' s
second to none. It's difficult to believe that this is the thirteenth
incarnation of the greatest hacker summit on planet earth. If you've
never been to Defcon, you're really missing out on one hell of a
great time. Visit them: www.defcon.org

Shouts go out to the people at Binary Revolution. They put
together a great little zine called "Bin Rev". I've had the
opportunity of reading every issue they've put out and I can't say
enough good about them. I love what they're doing and fully
support their efforts . Way to go guys! www.binrev .com

So, I bet you're wondering what those nutty people at Blacklisted!
411 magazine have been doing for the last few months. Me too.
Ha-ha. Just kidding. Yeah, so a lot of things have been going on
with Blacklisted! 411 lately. Top of the list has been the
astounding increase in our distribution. It's just amazing how many
copies of recent issues we've pump out into the world. We had
modest goals since our comeback , but we totally blew away even
our most aggressive estimates. It's good to be back at the top.
You, the readers, are the ones who made this possible. Your voice
has been heard and the copy you're holding in your hands is the
result of your efforts. Sincerely , my thanks to all of you.

Speaking of distribution, we recently lost one of our distributors (no
names) that dated back to the early days of Blacklisted! 411 which
was a sharp blow to the various underground communities as well
as to the retail industry, but it was no surprise to any of us. We all
saw it coming for a long time and we were well prepared for it.
However, as a result of this loss, some of you may have a little bit
of trouble locating the newest issues at Borders and a few other
small chains until all of the kinks are worked out of our shifted
distribution chain. We'll get through it. If you want to help, all
you have to do is keep bugging your local bookseller to stock our
magazine.

We're hiring, people. Yep, we actually pay our staff over here. I
know it's probably an unheard of way to do things, but we're west
coast, guys. It costs a lot to sustain yourself out here, so we keep
our guys paid. Anyhow, to the point. We're looking to fill a few
various positions over here.

We need a couple of artists who can work with illustrations and
digital artwork, provide this work in a timely manner and work
unattended (ie: without much direction). We will provide our
artists with the breathing room with respect to creative contro l over
what they do. If interested, please contact myself (Zachary) or my
sidekick (Alex) immediately and provide at least a couple samples
of your work.

We're also looking for a talented web designer we can keep around
for those special times when we need new/updated website content.
It's an issue I would like to resolve quickly, so we need to bring in
some talent. Again, make contact with us and direct us to some of
your sample work.

We currently have an incredible list of writers, both staff and
freelance, at our disposal. However, we're always in need of new,
fresh material. If you're a tech geek and you think you can write
for us, please get in touch with one of us right away. We're always
in the market for new writers. Speaking of which, yes, we are a
paying market. I can' t think of any other "hacker" magazine that
actually pays it's writers with cold hard cash. Weird, huh?

We're well into the production of our DVD. It was a mere thought
we passed around only months ago, but it's turning into a reality.
We have enough of the groundwork set in place, that I'm in a
position to tell you more about it. Our " DVD Project" as we've
been referring to it as is going to be a top notch production which
we have been hard at work on.

Blacklisted! 411 magazine is putting together a brand new DVD
about hackers, the hacker community, technology and all related
issues. The DVD is arranged as a documentary with a mix of
"reality TV" thrown in to capture the interest of a wide audience ­
old school & newbie hackers, teens, college students and
professionals alike. Packed with interviews from the Blacklisted!
411 staff, contributors, real life hackers (both white hat and black
hat), celebrities, industry leaders, law enforcement and local
government, this won't be your average hacker video. It's the ideal
of the Blacklisted! 411 team to bring to the table an informed look
at hacking, the reality, the pitfalls and associated amusement. We're
serious, but we'd like to keep it fun, too.

If you'd like to contribute to this effort in any way, please contact
me as soon as possible. We'll consider any creative ideas or
content at this point in time.

You can find out more about this project from our main magazine
website (www .blacklisted41I.com) or through our main DVD
website (www.hackthesystemdvd.com) .

Speaking of projects, many of the readers constantly ask us for DIY
(do it yourself) projects. Most of our writers have technical
backgrounds, but coming up with build-me projects has proven to
be difficult at best. We're working on the situation . I just wanted
to mention it so I can avoid contacting each of you individually
about the subject. Further, if there's someone out there who wants
to single handedly take on our project articles , step up.
Compensation will be great.

I'd like to take a moment to mention one of our staff members, The
Goldfinger . He's what I have been referring to as the "go to guy"
over here. If we need it, no matter what the hell it is, we go to this
guy. He gets the job done and he does it quickly , with great
precision. Over time, he's moved up from a freelance writer to a
full blown staff member . In fact, he's doing a lot of the footwork
on our DVD project. I consider him an awesome creative talent
and recommend to any of you interested in helping out Blacklisted!
411 magazine in any way, to give him a shout so you can discuss
how you may be able to help. If you're not sure, he can figure it
out for you. :-) Give him a shout. Goldfinger @voyager.net

So, finally bringing this to a close, the magazine is doing great, the
people running the show over here are in high spirits and we're all
having one hell of a time doing what we love to do - producing a
cool little hacker magazine that gets noticed. We're west coast
hackers . We left the attitude at the door. Join us and have a great
time. Until the next issue, be safe and hack the system!

- Editor

~=-:::--=• .. . . ££II=-:::-.=-=-:::-_ • • =--=.=-~=-=-=.=- • L-.=-="
• Notes of interest: •
•- We're accepting design ideas for SWAG - t-shlrts, baseball caps, bumper stickers, etc. •
• - Dead line on all a rticles, lett ers , artwork and ads for Volume 7, Issue 4 is October 14th, 200S. •- ALL class ified ad s ar e now FREE and are limite d to space constraints per issue. First come, first served. •• - We're a PAYING MA RKET for articles we use! We pay $25-$600 depending on size, quality & use of photos.

... ••___=_ _L ____=-=----=_=_ .--=_=_ L " _=_=-=__=- __ "Ill
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Letters and comments from our readers .. ...

Dear Blacklisted! 411,

Hey, it's nice to see another hacker magazine! I found your
magazine for the first time at Tower Records. I really like
what you guys are doing.

My question involves payphones. Now, I know what you're
thinking, but no I don't want to know how to get free calls.
When I was a kid, we had a payphone in our apartment
complex which was used quite heavily. One day I noticed
that the conduit which housed the wiring to the phone had
been tampered with and the wires were pulled out, providing
bare wires. There were four wires (red, black, green, yellow).
Upon a little investigation, I found that the red and green
provided a dialtone if you hooked up a regular phone to it. I
also immediately noticed that you couldn't complete a call
because the line was different. I figured it was a special
payphone line and you had to use a payphone to make it
work.

Now, I was discussing this very thing with a person at a local
hacker meet who shall remain nameless. He told me that I
was wrong and that you could hook up any phone to the line
and complete a call without doing anything overly creative .
Granted, I'm not a hacker per se, but I know what I know.
Can you provide any insight on this subject to satisfy my own
personal curiosity? Thanks

Dear Blacklisted! 411,

I have a question regarding data recovery. One of my hard
drives died on me recently and I've been trying to find a
reputable company which can recover my data and not rip
me off at the same time. Do you guys have a
recommendation for me?

Scarface
Routed: Internet

Hi Scarface. Sure, I can recommend a place to you. We've
been using this place on and off for the last 20 years. They
have decent pricing and they negotiate. If you're not in a
hurry, they will take that into consideration and lower the
price accordingly. By the way, they have a 100% full
recovery success rate with us. Incredible! Here's their
information:

DriveSavers Data Recovery,lnc.
400 Bel Marin Keys Blvd
Novato, CA 94949
800-440-1904 voice
415-382-2000 voice
415-883-0780 fax
http://www.drivesavers.com

We love these people! Good luck with your hard drive woes.
Sky M. Been there and know how awful it can be.

Routed : Snail mail

Hello Sky. Well, you 're both correct. I'll make the distinction
for you. The phone you were dealing with was a phone
company owned payphone which actually connects to the
switching office quite differently from a "normal" phone. It
requires tones which are generated from the phone to tell the
switching office to allow the call to go through, etc. This is
where the red box usually comes into play. Having a normal
phone connected to this line will prove useless in your
situation. Anyhow, your hacker buddy is referring to a
COCOT (customer owned coin operated telephone) which is
a completely different beast from a normal phone company
payphone. The COCOT is actually connected to a normal
phone line and does all the money calculations itself. If the
wires it's connected to were accessed, a normal phone
should be able to place any call to any location.

Dear Blacklisted! 411,

I just crashed my computer and decided to build a whole new
machine rather than try repairing this old POS. I've been
using Outlook (not Outlook Express) on XP and I want to
copy over all of my email information from myoid PC to the
new PC. For the life of me, I can't figure out where the data
files are located. It's nothing like Outlook Express. Can you
help me?

Jason J.
Routed: Snail Mail

Hi Jason. We get this question a lot. The solution is easy.
As long as you have access to the hard drive of the crashed
machine, look in the following directory:

Documents and Settingsl<username>ILocal Settings]
Application DatalMicrosoftlOutlookl

The copy the two files over:

extend.dat
outlook.pst

Dear Blacklisted! 411,

I've made the switch to firefox (version 0.8) upon your
recommendation . I love the browser, it's so much better than
the other one. Anyhow, I was trying to find the bookmarks,
but I have no idea where they are stored. Can you direct
me? Thanks guys.

Rowdy Rob
Routed: Internet

Rob, you should upgrade to the newest version of firefox
ASAP. I believe it's up to version 1.0.5 now. Anyhow, here's
where you can find the bookmarks. It 's contained in an
HTML file here:

Documents and Settingsl<username>\Application Data
IPhoenixlProfilesldefaultlnv3rnqaq.sltl

The filename is bookmarks.html

Enjoy.

Dear Blacklisted! 411,

I absolutely love your magazine. I've been reading the other
one on and off for a few years but I couldn't get into their
political agenda. Anyhow, I've read your last two issue and
think you're doing a great job. I have a question for you. I've
finally jumped on board with the MP3 craze and I want to
convert my entire CD library (1200+ CD's) into MP3's for my
own personal use (iPOD). Can you make any
recommendat ions to me on what program to use to make my
conversion process a little easier on me? I looked on the
internet and there are too many to choose from, so I would
rather look to you guys for the path I should follow.

CrabCakes
Routed: Internet

Hey Crabs, this one should be simple enough. Years ago,
That should do it. Note: <username> in the above refers to there was a top notch program for CD-to-MP3 conversion. It
the name of the windows account you 're trying to access. was called Audio Catalyst. All of us over here loved that
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You're done. You will have a working CO with your
information bumed correctly.

Greetings bum baby. No problem on the help. This is a
standard BIN/CUE image. Here's the process. For
reference, I'm looking at Nero Burning ROM Ver. 5

program. Anyhow, the same guy who made that program
(and subsequently sold it to Xing) later came up with a
shareware CO-to-MP3 converter program called "Audio
Grabber" (available at www.audiograbber.com). It has since
become freeware and it 's the BEST little converter program 1.
on the market. It 's free. You can't beat that. The latest 2.
version is 1.B3 and I just upgraded to it just now, while writing 3.
this response to your question. Anyhow, what I personally 4.
like about this program is that it has access to the FreeOB 5.
built in. What does this mean? Oh, it means a lot! You plop 6.
a CO into your COROM drive, click the "Freedb" button and 7.
the CO tracks are automatically recognized and the titles are B.
entered in for you. Talk about a piece of cake. You can 9.
convert at a high rate with this little program. It gets a solid 5
stars in my book.

Fire up Nero
Click on "file"
Click on "Bum Image" <box will open>
Browse over to the directory that contains your files.
Select the file.cue file and click OPEN '
Insert blank media into COROM burner.
Verify information in "Write CO" box
Make sure you have write method set to "Olsc at once"
Click WRITE

Dear Blacklisted! 411,

I was wondering if you guys give out free copiesl
subscriptions to residents of the prison system? I'm not
going to offer you a long sob story. I just want to know if this
is something you do. If it is, please hook me up. Thanks

Inmate 007
Routed: Snail Mail

Greetings inmate. Yes, as a matter of fact, we do offer free
subscriptions and sample copies to prisoners. All you have
to do is send us a letter and make the request. There is,
however, a very serious problem with this freebie program.
Yes, we send out the free copies every quarter, but some of
those copies get retumed to us, rejected by the prison as
inappropriate material. We try to do right by you guys, but
the man is cutting you off. All we can do is continue to try our
best to keep you in the loop. Good luck.

Dear Blacklisted! 411,

First off, love your zine. It kicks ass. But you already knew
that, I'm sure. Ok, so on to my question. I'm aggravated half
to death over here. I've got two files here named: file.bin
and file.cue. I'm using Nero and I have the files handy, but I
can't figure out how to bum these onto a CD so I can use
them. I've asked around but nobody will answer my
question. So I turn to you since I know you'll answer me. I
just hale to wait for the answer to gel to me. Help me!!!

Burn Baby
Routed: Internet

Dear Blacklisted! 411,

Ok, I read about your DVD deal. It sounds really interesting.
Can you tell me more? I've been waiting for you guys to put
something like this out for awhile now. You're the only
hacker magazine out there who seems to have a finger on
the pulse of the community, have a good altitude and have
the backing to do the crazy and interesting things we all wish
we could do. From one hacker to another, I'm dyin' to see
what you come up with. Did I read that right? I'll get a free
copy of the DVD because I'm a subscriberv- That's just too
cool! You guys going to have it ready by Defcon? That
would be ideal for you, I would imagine.

E.Coli
Routed : Internet

Hey E. Coli. It's all true. I mentioned a little bit more about
the OVO in the letter from the editor in this issue. All the
current subscribers will get a free copy of the OVO. It's going
to sell retail for around $20 and we already have the whole
distribution plan in order. We have a preorder/interest
website up at the time of this writing. You can get to it from
our main website or directly at www.hackthesystemdvd.com.
We were hoping to have the OVO prepared for a release at
Oefcon, but it's just not going to happen. We have a lot more
footage than we ever planned on getting, some of this stuff is
really good. We decided to go a step further and provide
"extras" on the OVO. Anyhow, it's pushed the release
timeframe back quite a bit. So, that's a NO on a release of
the OVO at Oefcon. Oh, and thanks for the compliments.
We like to hear how pretty we are.

The Underground Mac (UGM) Is a site dedicated to providing macintosh users with all their hacking, Security, and
Messaging needs. The site is was made to help the macintosh underground community which has risen and fallen
over the years , and provide a good place for knowledge and tools. The site has grown and adapted to the
community and Is now one of the largest mac underground sites . The site has also grown a lot, it went from a small
site to an enormous site with many sections and hundreds of megabytes in tools. This site also opened the doors
for the network it Is now a part of and made It possible for many other great sites to rise. Ugm has expanded and
helped the community greatly, and it will continue to do so and continue to grow as long as It is around. It was
started by me (Spratt-> but is now the work of quite a few people and all of it's content is made by great
programmers which also playa huge role In the site.
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Dear Blacklisted 411,

I'm a first time reader of your great magazine. I picked up
your latest copy at Borders a couple of days ago and was
surprised and shocked at what I read. I've been a devout fan
and supporter of the hacker "movement" since I was a
teenager in the 80's and I've been following with your East
Coast "counterpart" for years. They've become somewhat
extremist with their political agenda if you ask me. Yes,
came from the Commodore 64 and an Amiga 2000 era., so I
have some better background on the "old school" hacking
ideals. Granted, I didn't get too involved with hands-on like
you guys, but I've had my share of fun times. I think you
guys are doing the community a great service here and I
support you fully. Be on the lookout for my paid subscription.

Now for my question. I know this isn't exactly a hacking
question, but I'm sure one of you can help me out here. As
you've undoubted noticed, it's been hot as hell here in SoCal
for the last few weeks. Well, my central NC stopped
functioning correctly last week and I've been dying in the heat
ever since. I called out the AC repair guys and they told it
would cost at least $500 (no free estimates here, baby) and
they wouldn't even come and see it unless I was prepared to
pay them on the spot.

The symptoms are pretty vague, but here's what has been
going on. I turn on the AC and it starts running. I can hear it
operating from inside the house. I can feel a very light
breeze coming from the vents (and what I do feel is cold).
The outside unit is running (the fan is spinning). But the
house isn't cooling down at all. HELP! Ok, so I'm cheap. I
don't want to pay someone $500 if I can fix it myself.

Dear Blacklisted 411,

Your magazine kicks ass. I heard about you years ago, but
your magazine wasn't around anymore. Everyone said you
guys were an "old school" hacker magazine that bit the dust.
So I was surprised to see your magazine at the campus
bookstore! I loved your latest issue! The article on "interview
with a hacker" sucked, but otherwise was a great success in
my opinion. The Electronic Surveillance article by ML
Shannon was a good read as was the Limited Resources
article. Both of them were interesting. I know it's going to
sound lame, but my favorite section was the "Review Corner"
that you head up. I enjoyed reading about the things you
mess around with and I took the time to look up each and
every one of them online. Nice. So, I guess my only
question to you would be, are you guys ever going to host a
local meeting again? I heard that you guys used to hold a
mean party back in the day and I'd like to join in on
something like that! Peace out!

Drake
Routed: Internet

Hey Drake. Well, thanks for the words of encouragement.
With regard to your question, we've been dying to host a
party (or meet) like we did back in the old days. We've
actually come up with a plan to hold an end of summer beach
meet this yearl No kidding. We're planning on giving away
all kinds of stuff and feeding as many people as we can.
We'll even be filming for our upcoming DVD. So, if you want
to come out for a day in the sun with your hacker friends,
head on over. You can read about it in this issue. Look for
the full page ad.

Chris T.
Routed : Internet Dear Blacklisted! 411,

Hey Chris. First of all, thank you for the compliments. It's First, does red boxing still work? A simple yes or no will
always nice to hear that people like what we're doing. We try suffice. If yes, what are the specific tones generated by the
to keep it as interesting as possible. Anyhow, your question payphone when a nickel, dime or quarter is inserted? Please
has to be one of the more off-topic ones I've seen in awhile. include tone duration, etc. If no, why all the hype about red
However, I have a few suggestions for you anyhow. Given boxing? It seems that there are quite a few arguments about
your supplied information, I would have to say that either your whether red boxing really works or not.
airflow is clogged or the blower is failing. Let's assume you Zurg
have a clog. Have you changed the filter? I know it's Routed : Snail mail
obvious, but people seem to forget that air conditioners have
filters. I worked in the HVAC industry for a few years, so I've Red boxing still works. YES. You have to use it under the
been witness to this problem many times. If you live in a right circumstances before it will work, however. I will not say
newer home, your filter will either be located in the garage anymore than that. The tones generated are 1700 hz and
where your evaporator unit is installed or along the ceiling in 2200 hz mixed together - called DTMF (much like that of the
or wall your hallway. It's fairly easy to locate and I bet you tones generated by depressing keys on the keypad of the
know exactly where it is. Anyhow, pull it completely out and phone) The duration of the tone for each coin is as follows:
fire up your AC. If you can feel a strong wind coming out, Nickel - 66 ms on (1 beep).
you just saved yourself some big bucks. If not, the blower or Dime - 66ms on, 66ms off, 66ms on (2 beeps).
possibly the blower controller is failing. In each case, Quarter - 33ms on, 33ms off repeated 5 times.
swapping out either part will get you the answer.

[Note: In the interest of helping this guy survive the heat Dear Blacklisted! 411,
wave, this response was emailed]

Dear Blacklisted! 411,

Guys, thanks a million. What a dope I am! I pulled the filler
out and my AC was instantly working again. The filler was
thick with dirt and dust. Anyhow, thanks guys. You saved
me a bundle. You rock!

Chris T.
Routed : Internet

Hey Chris. No problem. Anything to help out the community
or our supporters. Now, don't forget to clean out the filter or
buy a new one and REPLACE it back into the unit. The dust
can do nasty things - the filter is there for a reason. With
this crazy SoCal dust in the air, it won't take long to destroy
your AC...which will be even more expensive to get around.

. Ok, so be safe and HACK THE SYSTEMl

I've been collecting parts and components from a few of the
salvage yards you mentioned in your recent issue. GREAT
articles, by the way! Anyhow, I was wondering if you can
provide me with some direction on identifying the parts,
maybe catalogs that have pictures?

Pandora
Routed: Internet

Want to identify parts? This is going to sound kind of lame,
but get your hands on catalogs. Now, oont gasp everyone.
Get your hands on a Radio Shack catalog for starters. It has
pictures and descriptions of parts. It's a good start. Next, get
some catalogs from places like:

JDR Microdevices
1850 South 10th Street
San Jose, CA 95112
(800)538-5005
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