
C:N Ratios of Common Organic Wastes

Vegetable Wastes 12:1
Rotted Manure 20:1
Straw 80:1
Leaves      40 - 80:1
Paper           170:1
Sawdust           400:1













BASIC COMPOSTING GUIDE
1) Add food scraps (no more than 5 gallons at a time).
2) Add an equal amount of dry material (dry grass, straw, leaves).
3) Add a thin layer of topsoil.
4) Turn at least once a week.

- Repeat this Process Until the Bin is Full.
- Shovel out Finished Compost from Bottom or Begin Filling Second Bin.

5) Continue steps 1 through 5.
TIPS:  For a single-bin system, only mix the top 12 inches when turning.

      Composting meat and dairy may attract rats and other pests.

COMPOST TROUBLESHOOTING GUIDE
What’s the problem?                     Why is it happening?              What to do?
It smells putrid lack of air turn pile

too wet keep covered
too much fresh material add straw, leaves, etc

It’s not decomposing too dry water the pile
too cold add lawn clippings or more food scraps

Too many flies ------------------------------- add a thin layer of soil or ash to surface
      Rodent problems -------------------------------       secure wire mesh over any openings on bin


