
AT&TCo Standard
SECTION 649-510-001

Illue 1, September 1915
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BLOWERSr HEATERS, AND PORTABLE ENGINE DRIVEN UNITS
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2. POSITIONING UNITS

All Units

2.01 Posit ion a portable unit so it will not be
subject to damage, obstruct traffic, or present

a hazard to pedestrians .

2.02 At manholes, locate the unit so that it will
not be pushed into the manhole.

2.03 If th e g round condition is s uc h that the
vib ration of the un it ca uses it to move,

block the unit to prevent movement , especially at
manholes.

1. GENERAL

1.01 This sec tio n des cr ibes precaution s to be
observed when using blowers, heat ers , and

all portable engine dri ven (gasoline or propane)
units . This includes: heater vent ilators, generator,
and manhole pump units .

1.02 When used at manhole locations, employees
shall be familiar with the following sections

prior to using the portable unit:

- Section 620-135-010, Guardin g Work Areas

- Section 620-140-501, Testing and Ventilat ing
Manholes

- Section 649-510-115, Blower Hoses.

1.03 When uni ts are to be use d on or near a
roadway, appropriate warning devices must

be placed before other work operations are sta rted.

1.04 Built-in safety devices, provided with portable
un its , sha ll not be modified , disabled, or

removed.

N ote: Suppl iers recommended modifications
to upgrade units ar e permitted.

2.04 Warning: Imperfect combus tion of LP
gas and exhaus t fr om engine dri ven units

can have an adverse health e ffect if operated
in a con fin ed area. Th erefore, do not p lace or
operate such a un i t in a confined, un ven tila ted
enclosure and n e ver op era te or store in a
manhole.

Blowers-Ventilators

2.05 The following additional considerations must
be g ive n w he n positioning blow ers or

ventilators:

(a) Whenever possib le, direct the air intake to
face the prevailing wind direction and least

subject to exhau st fumes from vehicular tr affi c.

(b) When powered by or used tog ether wit h
other portable ge nerator unit s , dire ct the

exhaust from these un its away fr om th e ai r
intake of a blower or ventilator unit .

3. OPERATING UNITS

All Units

3.01 Prior to pulling the recoil starter rope, make
sure there ar e no objects to inte rfere with

free body movement.
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3.02 Keep flammable materials such as clothes ,
wood, rope , canvas, etc , away from units

when in use.

3.03 Avoid body contact with heated parts .

Blowers-Vent ilotors

3.04 Never operate a un it with th e air intake
scree n removed.

3.05 Do not cover . the blower inta ke screen, or
in an yway res trict the air flow into the

blower.

Heaters

3.06 Do not light the burner unles s the engine
is runn ing s moot hly after a su ffici e nt

warm-up period.

3.07 To locate a suspected propane leak , coat
connections with a soap solution. NEVE R

TEST FOR LEAKS WITH AN OPEN FLAME.

4. FUEL 5UPPLY

Gasoline Engine

4.01 Gasoline for portable units shall be stored
in approved safety cans. Only a sufficient
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amount of fuel for a full day's operation should
be on hand.

4.02 Never fill the fuel tank when the engine is
hot or running. Avoid spilling gasol ine.

particula rly on the eng ine, because of the fire
hazard. If gasoline is sp illed, wipe the affected
are a dr y and permit vapor s to dissipa te befo re
sta rting the engine .

Propane Engine

4.03 Employees s ha ll be fa miliar wit h Section
081-330-116, LP Gas Cylinders .

4.04 To locate a susp ec te d propan e leak, coa t
connections with a soap solut ion. NEVER

TEST FOR LEAKS WITH AN OPEN FLA~IE .

4.05 To stop the engine, turn off the valve at
the propane cylinder, not by grounding the

spark plug.


