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Following the death of MI6 officer
Gareth Williams, Eye Spy looks at a
century-long list of murders most
strange associated with Britain’s

' leading spy agency

THE PERFECT MURDER?
“tages and communi_caﬂons expert Gareth Williams |
pwas found decomposing in a flat rented by the |
et Intelligence Service, Eye Spy presents the

evidence thus far secured...

that its secret
signals beamed
from the BT Tower
in London were
ignored - until...

So why did the Pentagon buy and then pulp 10,000 copies of a book detailing
part of the CIA’s covert operation against Osama bin-Laden?

A HIDDEN AGENDA’p TRDJAN HDRSES

Former head of the s |x

CIA’s Russian
Counter-Intelligence
Desk talks
exclusively to

Michael Smith author of Six (part one) -
a brilliant new book charting the first few

decades of MI6, reveals how British .«

Intelligence infiltrated communist Russia L “‘-.}/7"“'

' Eye Spy about the
SVR spy ring
~as the White Army was swept aside...
and Berlin, using tactics " ToB. Jletint OYMLLAET
successfully employed by 7 b - ieMler 0T HEYHCTH.

exposed in
terrorists in Mumbai...

the United States

CIA foil planners of a plot
to attack London, Paris
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Faisal Shahzad, the failed Times Square bomber, has
revealed al-Qaida is now using live webcams in popular
locations to gather intelligence

Iéra]ali historian Tom Segeyv, has claimed Simon
Wiesenthal, the legendary Nazi hunter, had a double life as
a Mossad agent using the codename ‘Theocrat’

Complex MI5 sting operation code-named ‘Nare and
Liburna’ traps RIRA smuggling gang who tried to acquire
weapons for a major terrorist offensive

MI6 takes casualties, but because of the nature of its work,
few deaths are ever spoken of in public. Eye Spy looks at
some of those case files that have been revealed

Eye Spy has learned that the CIA, in conjuction with the
FBI, has created a special task force to counter terrorist
threats specific to the 10th anniversary of 9/11

Kevin Coleman examines the hugely damaging Stuxnet
cyber attack on Iran’s Bushehr nuclear power plant which
has delayed its opening. Who was behind the attack?

Former US Colonel Anthony Shaffer wrote an intelligence-
based book that some observers claim was “too
revealing”. The Pentagon agreed - and bought every copy

Former head of the CIA’s Russian counter-intelligence desk
reveals why is he not entirely comfortable with events
associated to the recent removal of US-based SVR spies

New Eye Spy columnist Paul Beaument takes us on a
journey around the world looking at some of the intel
stories making the news both at home and abroad

In this feature (part seven), Mike Finn examines the
evidence that suggests it is possible to change the way
information is received and understood by the brain

The inquests into the deaths of 52 people in London in
2005 has begun. It has already been revealed that the
terror attack was planned for 6 July not ‘7/7’

Intelligence and codes expert David Hamer examines the
machinery and people behind some ‘unbreakable codes’
created years ago
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MI6 agent and KGB CoIoneI Oleg
Gordievsky

FIRST WORD

PREVENTIVE CIA STRIKE SAVED LIVES

In an age of instant communication, information is king. Within days of
the appalling city-wide attacks in Mumbai two years ago, followers of the
al-Qaida (AQ) brand realised that with a little planning, surprise and a few
automatic weapons, a determined bunch of people could create mayhem
and secure worldwide publicity. The AQ affiliated group LeT, were so

— impressed by what their people had achieved, the plans for the Mumbai raid
were circulated across the world to other terror groups - including Osama bin-Laden’s
outfit. Thankfully, a plan based on Mumbai was exposed and the CIA moved quickly to
disrupt and destroy an international terrorist gathering that threatened at least three
European capitals. Most intelligence officials believe AQ will try again.

The inquests into the deaths of 52 people in London on 7 July 2005, have also started.
While many aspects of the incident will be heard in public for the first time, it's worth
remembering that the editors of this magazine believe police and MI5 are still looking for
associates of the bombers - perhaps as many as 20 people - who to various degrees,
knew of the gang’s intentions, or offered assistance. A central figure - still unidentified -
may yet emerge during the proceedings. Watch this space.

Mark Birdsall, Managing Editor
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intelligence choice

So how did MI6 man Gareth Williams (left) die? The codes and
communications expert was on a year-long secondment from the
listening arm of British Intelligence - GCHQ - and just days away
from concluding his mission with MI6. In August his naked body
was found tightly packed in a 36 inch-long bag at his London flat.
Rumours abound, but there is a nagging belief that Williams was
murdered - but by whom?

Eye Spy has spent much time investigating Mr Williams death. We
have interviewed senior London intelligence experts with impecca-

. ble sources; retraced the officer's movements across the globe,
examlned the paucity of information released by New Scotland Yard and the security
services. In this edition of Eye Spy, we present a plethora of factual-based accounts
and information we have ourselves have sourced. Is the case unusual? Of course.
Besides an MI6 man’s death - regarded as suspicious by some of New Scotland Yard's
finest, it's worth remembering the instant and quite scurrilous reports which emerged
in certain newspapers concerning Mr Williams lifestyle. They are untruths. And it is
also unprecedented to see a Chief of MI6, in this case Sir John Sawers, and Gareth's
MI6-GCHQ colleagues attending a funeral, knowing full well the world’s media would
be watching. Perhaps the final word should go to the unnamed detective who said: “It
was a very neat job.” The perfect murder? Perhaps. FEATURES 14, 3

“We are seeking information on two persons of ‘Mediterranean appearance
known to have visited number 36 Alderney Street in June or July...” E

" Statement issued by New Scotland Yard

12 Bernard Squarcini *27 Boris Bazhanov




ROAD TO THE KREMLIN

Failed SVR infiltration agent Anna Chapman f‘
seeks polmcal career in Russm ﬁ

nna Chapman, the
daughter of a former
KGB official who was
ceremoniously thrown
out of America because of her
association with members of a
known spy cell, has declared she
intends to seek a political career.

On her return to Russia, besides a
long-line of modelling engage-
ments, Chapman has sought
guidance about entering the
country’s Duma (parliament). Her

WATCHING TARGETS FROM AFAR

TERRORISTS USE OF LIVE WEBCAM FEEI]S EUNEEHN INTE LIGENCE WORLD

aisal Shahzad, the
American national
originally from Pakistan,
has been jailed for life for
trying to kill dozens of
civilians in New York City’s Times
Square. The Taliban-trained
terrorist, who had already pleaded
guilty, remained defiant as a judge
handed down the sentence:
“Brace yourselves, because the
war with Muslims has just SRR . S Tk
begun,” shouted Shahzad. A freeze-frame from a Times Square live webcam Faisal Shahzad

|

|
During the trial, much interest with dozens more AQ terrorists, hundreds of millions of people visiting the theatres; he even \;
focused on how Shahzad had are now using strategically worldwide to ‘tune’ into street found a parking space which he J
travelled to Pakistan and Afghani-  positioned public and private live  scenes at tourist locations, for used during the attack. And before !
stan, and used rudimentary webcams to monitor areas packed example. Eye Spy has learned this  that, he sat with his Taliban
training to build the car bomb with people and gather surveil- revelation has sparked concern, mentors to produce a propaganda ‘
once back in the United States. lance intelligence. Such city-wide  not just with many city officials in  film that has since been aired on
Shahzad also admitted he, along ~ cameras are popular with New York, but also across the the Internet. 1
world where counter-terrorist :
officials are identifying the He told FBI investigators that the "‘
locations of live webcams and bomb attack was not “a one off,” |
monitoring just what they see. A in that he planned to carry out a |
typical example is the Internet second attack two weeks later. ’
camera that can be viewed |
24-hour-a-day to view the Eiffel In afiery court hearing, Shahzad I
Tower. said hundreds of people would

|
|
follow in his footsteps and he ;
For months prior to his fiendish urged Muslims to attack Ameri- '
action, Shahzad sat watching New cans wherever they can. Judge
York City cameras positioned in Cedarbaum told Shahzad, he
and around Time Square. He would not be one of them and will
noted traffic flow, identified the spend the rest of his life behind .
busiest times when the area was  bars with no chance of parole |
packed with families and tourists ~ whatsoever.




door into politics could come by
way of replacing the retiring
Anatoly Korendyasev, who
represents Chapman’s native
southeastern city of Volgograd. It's
an interesting move, because
Korendyasev himself is suspected
of being attached to the FSB.

If Chapman does try and emulate
intelligence people such as FSB
man Andrei Lugovoi, wanted by
New Scotland Yard for his role in
the assassination of Alexsander
Litvinenko in London in 2006, she
will be supported by Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin, who was quick to
“recognise her patriotism”. Putin
was also a ranking KGB officer.

Never Say Never

SIR JOHN SCARLETT, the ultra
secretive former head of MIB, has
been approached by a publisher
regarding the possibility of secur-
ing a book deal. However, he has
refused to follow in the footsteps
of many senior players in the
intelligence game, saying that his
friends would not speak to him
again. “l won't do it,” he said, this
after attending the launch of a
military book. He also rejected the
possibility of producing a work of
fiction...

John le Carré
worked for both
MI5 and MI6

“Certainly we did some very bad things. We did a lot of direct 4
action. Assassinations. Although | was never involved...”

FORMER MI5 AND MI6 MAN JOHN LE CARRE’

PAPER INTELLIGENCE TRAIL

RUSSIA'S CIA SPY SIDE-STEPPED FBI WATCHERS FROM INSIDE JAIL

ormer CIA training officer

Harold Nicholson, 59, who

pleaded guilty in 1997 to

conspiring to commit

espionage, still managed to
pass messages to his Russian
intelligence handlers by way of his
son - this despite the best efforts of
FBI officers who were monitoring
their liaisons in jail.

Zh

Harold Nicholson

War.

ritish intelligence services carried out
assassinations during the Cold War,
John le Carré, the novelist and former
secret agent, has confirmed.

Cornwall, who operated from time to time with
MI6 and occasionally MI5, discussed his

Eye Spy has previously reported on
the case of Nicholson - a former
instructor of tradecraft at the CIA's
training facility known as the ‘Farm’
in Virginia. Nicholson, a skilled
officer, strangely believed he was
owed a pension by Moscow for his
undercover work.

This line of thought may have been
brought about because he and
members of his family had debt;
thus together with his son Nathan,
the men decided to hatch a plot
whereby payments could still be
obtained. However, the CIA officer
knew the FBI would be watching,
thus he slipped secret communica-
tions to Nathan by way of slips of
paper napkins rolled into balls.
These were then taken by Nathan
to faraway places such as Mexico,
Peru and Cyprus and delivered to
Nicholson’s grateful handlers -
believed to be intelligence contacts
attached to Russia’s overseas
diplomatic corp.

Harold Nicholson, who earned
around $300,000 for his spying

David Cornwall, better known by his pen-name
- John le Carré, has acknowledged that
elements of Britain's intelligence services
performed a number of operations involving
the “removal” of certain people during the Cold

Nathan Nicholson

activities, was jailed for 23-years.
His secondary spying mission via
Nathan, earned the family another
$45,000 - the monies being paid
because Russian Intelligence
wanted to learn just how the FBI
had rumbled its operation in
America. However, it is believed
from the confines of his prison
meetings with Nathan, Nicholson
also passed valuable intelligence to
Moscow about his life in the CIA,
agent contacts and programmes.

For his part, Nathan explained his
father had told him to admit to his
actions - this to avoid jail.

NOT SUCH A REVELATID

JOHN LE CARRE:
“We carried out assassinations during the Cold War”

Soviet Union: “Certainly we
did some very bad things.
We did a lot of direct action.
Assassinations. Although |
was never involved.

Kim Philby

“Even when quite ruthless

operations are being contemplated the
process of democratic consultation was still
relatively intact and decent humanitarian

instincts came into play. Totalitarian states
killed with impunity and no one was held

West.”

accountable. That didn’t happen in the

TRUE: To perform operations that might
involve the use of lethal force, MI6 must
first obtain, via the Foreign Secretary a

CLASS SEVEN AUTHORISATION
From Eye Spy’s forthcoming book -
The Language of Spies (ESPL 2011)

liaisons with British Intelligence in an interview
given to ‘Seven’ the insert magazine of the
Sunday Daily Telegraph. However, he was
quick to point out that there was a “huge
difference” in the way the UK and its Western
allies operated and performed compared to the

Le Carré, who has penned many spy-related
works, also spoke about his recruitment into
secret service, and why he turned down the
chance to meet Kim Philby - the British
double agent.




G031 OF LITVINENKD

Murdered Spy Discussed in Moscow

n his first visit to Russia
as Britain’s Foreign
Secretary, William
Hague, said both
countries are trying to
overcome a dip in relations since
the assassination of former FSB
officer and MI6 contact man,
Alexsander Litvinenko in 2006.

Hague, whose office oversees
MI6, held meetings with senior
Russian diplomats, including his
counterpart, Sergei Lavrov.

Answering question about levels
of cooperation and a Cold War
climate, Hague said: “Our
countries have had some differ-
ences in the past. We should be
able to acknowledge that differ-

ences remain and apply our minds
to them, patiently, through
dialogue and diplomacy.”

Those “differences” include
Moscow’s continued effort to
block New Scotland Yard's
investigation of Litvinenko's death.
Senior detectives want to question
former KGB and FSB man and
prime suspect, Andrei Lugovoi.

Lavrov replied by saying: “We
don’t view the remaining problems
as an obstacle for other issues.”

However, Lavrov insisted that
British police share all the
information with Moscow, and
that any resultant action should be
taken under Russian law.

| william
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Legendary Nazi hunter was
Mossad’s ‘Agent Theocrat’

sraeli historian Tom Segeyv, has claimed
Simon Wiesenthal, the famous Nazi hunter,
had a double life as a Mossad agent.
Indeed, Segev says he worked for a
fledgling intelligence unit before the Mossad
was even formed - helping to capture one of

the architects of the Holocaust - Adolf Eichmann; g L T

Thereafter, until 1970, Wiesenthal passed information to the Mossad
under the code-name of ‘THEOCRAT'. Naturally, a great deal of supplied
intelligence was on war crime suspects, but not all; he also submitted
files on neo-Nazi groups that threatened Israeli citizens living within
European communities, plus details of German scientists suspected of
working for Egypt’s burgeoning rocket programme.

Segev says the Mossad gave Wiesenthal a monthly retainer of $300 and
helped finance the opening of his office in Vienna.

The allegations are presented in Segev’s important book - ‘Simon
Wiesenthal’, and have been drawn from researched papers in a 300,000
document archive created by Wiesenthal himself. Additional material was
also acquired from Wiesenthal’s handlers and contact personnel attached
to the Mossad (see UnderCover page 73)

The affair is much more complex
today because Lugovoi is a
member of Russia’s parliament
and cannot be extradited. Essen-
tially he enjoys immunity from
prosecution.

Other topics discussed by the
men and relevant to intelligence,
included espionage activities
performed by both countries.
Moscow’s spying in the UK is at
an all time high, while the FSB
have complained MI6 is using all
sorts of non-governmental
organisations as ‘fronts’ for its
spying activities.

One subject both countries agreed
to work more closely on, is

Litvinenko’s grave in London

counter-terrorism, and the
continuous activities of al-Qaida.

PRIME SUSPECT:
New Scotland Yard want to
interview Andrei Lugovoi
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othaE TRETVAKOV

COLD WAR SPY DEATH NOT SUSPICIOUS

here has been much interest
and suspicion in the death
of Sergei Tretyakov, a
former KGB officer and one
of the most prominent Russian
defectors of the post-Cold War era.
The US-based Tretyakov, died just a
few days before the SVR spy ring
was exposed on the eastern
seaboard of the United States.

A few ungentlemanly comments
fired off by former KGB men in
Moscow, plus rumours of a
possible poisoning, all combined to
grab the media’s interest. Connec-
tions were made between the two
gvents, and some commentators
still believe the dead spy knew some
of the ousted SVR agents.

However, it now seems evident that
Tretyakov, 53, choked to death in
June on a piece of chicken pie,
though an autopsy revealed his

Gane used to murder
British Spy auctioned

A MACABRE BUT TRUE PROVENANCE =

walking stick used to bludgeon an international
British spy to death more than 100 years ago, y
has been sold at a Lyon and Turnbull (Edinburgh)
auction for £5650.00 ($800.00). The wooden,
hand-carved walking stick once belonged to William Gill, a
British spy and multimillionaire explorer. However, in 1883 it
was turned against Gill by Bedouin tribesmen who murdered
the 39-year-old adventurer in the Sinai desert. Gill was
probably operational at the time of his death - assigned to cut
telegraph lines between Constantinople and Alexandria to

disrupt enemy communications.

Gill inherited millions of pounds and used his fortune to fund
his global explorations. His travels to Persia, China, Tibet,
India, the Balkans, Turkey, North Africa and elsewhere,

days were
probably
numbered
anyway, after
Dr. Russell S.
Vega, chief
medical
examiner for E
Bliosrt'g §ti2, Sergei Tretyakov
discovered an undetected, advanced
cancer of the colon.

Initially, doctors believed Tretyakov
had suffered a heart attack, but
because of his intelligence back- -
ground, additional tests were carried
out, including toxicology. Vega said:
“In this particular case, | played on
the side of caution and waited for all
the tests to come back before
finalising the cause of death. In
most cases | would not have done
that; | would have certified it right
then.”

provided an excellent opportunity for him to send back valuable intelligence
to London. It's not known if he was rewarded by his military spymasters
for his work, but he was presented with a gold medal by the Royal
Geographical Society for his work as an explorer. Just as puzzling are the
reasons why the Bedouin should want to kill Gill - but they did not consider
his walking stick as a trophy. The person or organisation who owned the
object remains anonymous.

The stick carries Gill’s inscription

LR

gor Sutyagin, who was part of
the dramatic spy swap
involving a dozen-or-so SVR
agents removed from America
this summer, has been speaking

about his arrest by the FSB and
his time in London.

Sutyagin, 45, was jailed for
espionage - allegedly for passing
intelligence to a shadowy outfit
run by the Pentagon. “I do not
know if ‘Alternative Futures’ was a
front,” he said. However, he
remains as defiant as ever in his
belief that the information he
imparted, was all ‘open source’.

tagged ‘Sergei Skripal’. Skripal, of
course, was jailed for 13-years in
2006, for allegedly passing the
names of Russian agents to MI6.

Three US ‘diplomats’ then visited
Sutyagin and told him he was
being released in exchange for

As for his release, he says the first several Russians held in America.

time he realised something was
happening, was when he was
moved from Arkangelsk back to
Lefortovo Prison in Moscow.
Here, he noticed a bag that was

However, two Russian military
officers explained that he would
only be freed if he signed a
confession document - which he
felt he was obliged to do.

Dulka Poice Chief Thr¢atened

he Dubai police officer

leading the investigation into

the assassination of Hamas

agent and gun-runner
Mahmoud al-Mabhouh, says he
believes the Mossad are behind two
death threats levelled at him and his
family.

Dahi Khalfan Tamin, who showed a
great deal professionalism in his
investigation, said he had received
an e-mail which read: ‘Protect your
back if you are going to keep your
tongue loose’. And in a phone call
to a relative, a man with a Western
accent said: “Tamin should keep
quiet.” Security sources apparently

traced that call to a retired Mossad
man.

The claims were made in a United
Arab Emirates - government-owned
newspaper - Al-lttihad.
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ollowing a two-year long
undercover MI5 operation
code-named ‘Nare &
Liburna’, two members of
the Real Irish Republican
Army (RIRA), were given
prison sentences. Paul Anthony John
McCaugherty, 44, received a 20-year term for
attempting to smuggle weaponry and arms.
Dermont Declan Gregory, was handed a four-
year sentence for agreeing to help finance the
operation via the sale of a cafe in Portugal.

McCaugherty, suspected of being the second-in-
command at the RIRA, allegedly sought to
import AK-47s, plastic explosives, powerful
sniper rifles, hand-held firearms, rocket-
propelled grenade launchers and other weaponry
intended to disable or destroy armoured
vehicles.

In a case shrouded in much secrecy, Eye Spy
sources say several “players” involved in the
affair, are suspected of working for both sides.

The intricate MI5 operation was truly interna-
tional, and involved undercover liaisons with an
MI5 agent by the name of ‘Ali" in Bruges,

Jonathan
Evans MI5
D-G
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Security Service stretched as
intelligence officials warn of
renewed terror campaign by _ 25

RIRA and other groups on S
British mainland s AP

Paul Anthony John cCaugherty and
Dermont Declan Gregory

Amsterdam and Istanbul. In these locations,
bogus arms dealers, middle-men and couriers all
met to discuss financing the deal and smuggling
the weaponry across Europe and into Ireland.
McCaugherty did not know Ali was working for
MI5.

Both McCaugherty and Gregory have since
appealed against their sentences.

The conclusion of this case, which centred upon
events occurring between 2004 and 2006,
comes at a time when the RIRA has once again
started to plan operations on the British
mainland. Jonathan Evans, Director-General of
MI5, confirmed the Security Service is now
having to contend with two serious terror
adversaries in al-Qaida
and the RIRA.

PHOTOGRAPH SHOWS CIRA GUNMEN

NARE AND LIBUF

operatlon between disparate groups in recent
months.”

The Oglaigh na hEireann (ONH - Volunteers of
Ireland), has been blamed for planting four
covert spy cameras in trees close to MI5’s main
station which is contained within the Palace
Barracks in County Down.

Officials tried to play-down the story, but it is
likely the cameras were used to gather intelli-
gence on MI5 and military personnel at the £20
million facility which employs more than 300
people. Of note and relevance, the trees where
the alleged discovery was made, were quickly
cut down.

In recognition of an increase in RIRA activity,
Britain raised the Irish-related terrorist attack
possibility from moderate to Substantial. Home
secretary Theresa May, warned an attack is a
strong possibility: ‘Judgements are based on a
broad range of factors, including the intent and
capabilities of terrorist groups. This is the first
time we have published the Irish-related threat
assessment to Great Britain. This is in the
interests of transparency and to encourage
people to remain vigilant.”

Substantial is the third most serious UK status.
The current threat level from international
terrorism is one higher at Severe.

The last significant RIRA

Mr Evans admitted that
when MI5 assumed
responsibility for
intelligence gathering in
Northern Ireland in
October 2007, the Service
believed the “residual
threat from terrorism was
low, and likely to go
down.” However,
following 30 serious
attacks this year alone,
compared with 21 for all
of 2009, he warned there
were “signs of increasing
co-ordination and co-

attack on the UK mainland
| occurred in Ealing, London,

B © TOM PAGE




EUROPE'S CAPITAL CITIES TARGETED

of whom was killed) were at the heart of the
plot.” The man was named as Abdul Jabbar,
originally from Pakistan’s Jhelum province.
Eye Spy understands he has links to a number
of suspected terrorists in northern England
and London. The ISI said he had been charged
by Osama bin-Laden with creating the ‘Islamic
Army of Great Britain’ and launching terror
strikes across the country. Another key al-
Undoubtedly, the huge CIA-controlled UAV raid  Europe and North Africa who had liaisons with  Qaida terrorist who was killed is Fahd

on a “culinary school” - al-Qaida (AQ) speak  some of the camp’s trainers. Thereafter the Mohammed Ahmed al-Quso. He has been on
for a terrorist training centre - on 27 Septem-  area was monitored by NSA reconnaissance America’s ‘most wanted’ list for his role in the

ollowing a year-long multi-agency
intelligence operation fronted by the
CIA, US para-military forces
disrupted the planning of a
complex terrorist operation that
could have resulted in serious
casualties in several European
cities and possibly North America.

ber in North Waziristan, was but part of a satellites and UK and American Special Forces. attack on the USS Cole in 1998 which left
massive international counter-terrorist effort 17 sailors dead. German nationals of Pakistan
targeting senior AQ planners. Itis understood A central British connection appears certain origin also played a key part in facilitating
the site had been uncovered by NSA and g%, after a Pakistan ISI (Inter-Services Intelligence  support for the operation. As many as 10
GCHQ intercepts of persons from the UK, ~w&, Agency) officer, said “two British brothers (one  operatives who passed through the base

-

CIA drones destroy terrorist
camp used to train and host
planners of an elahorate
Europe-wide operation ~

CIA field officers have been

e . moniforing the camp and
ther ‘satellite’ sites in th
designed to replicate the SR i e
H H le North Waziri
2008 Mumbai city attacks... T
: : 9




The CIA decided it could not take any
chances, lest one or more terrorists
strike, or worse, that they disappear or
fall off the radar completely....

are British passport holders. Some of these
individuals are believed to have made their
way back to the UK and Europe, henceforth
Whitehall sources declaring that the danger of
a future city attack involving the plotters is still
likely.

Another “nugget” of intelligence concerning
the camp came from an unlikely source - a
German-Afghan man detained in Kabul this
summer as he tried to board a flight back to
his home city of Hamburg. Ahmad ‘S’, was
interviewed at NATO'’s central Afghanistan
facility based at Bagram airfield. The suspect
said he was aware of a major terrorist
operation to target Germany and other
European countries. It later transpired ‘S’ was
an operative of the little known Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), which has
tried to forge ties with other AQ groups. The
IMU are known to have attracted a number of
German followers. Other ‘S’-provided intelli-
gence pointed to a significant gathering of AQ
umbrella groups on the Afghan-Pakistan
border.

[t soon became evident, that this was more
than a simple terror training camp. What
followed was an international effort to track

persons entering and leaving the camp.
Pakistan IS| agents also provided useful
intelligence on the targets’ movements

thereafter - including back to Europe.

JOINING RESOURCES

For well over a year, pooled intelligence from
various agencies suggested AQ had embarked
on an ambitious attempt to replicate the events
of Mumbai. But the attacks would not be
confined to just one city - planners demanded
a “spectacular” - something which could
compensate for so many operations that have
been thwarted in the West since London,
2005. To recall, in the bustling Mumbai
metropolis, a dozen or so LeT (Lashkar-g-
Taiba) terrorists caused mayhem using AK-
47s, small arms fire and hand-thrown bombs.
The attack completely took India’s more-than-
competent security services by surprise.
Police and troops were unsure of the number
of terrorists involved, primarily because
attacks were being launched simultaneously in

The Reichstag - Berlin
Intelligence sources believe this
huilding may well have been the

primary target for al-Qaida in the
¥ German capital.

Mohammed Ajmal Amir Kassab

various parts of the city populated by resi-
dents, tourists and commuters alike. Over 150
civilians and police officers were murdered. All
but one of the terrorists, dubbed the “baby
faced assassin”, (Mohammed Ajmal Amir
Kassab - above) were killed.

OPERATION MIRROR MUMBAI

As reported by Eye Spy over eighteen months
ago, so impressed were AQ terror chiefs,




including Osama bin-

Laden himself, about the level
of carnage and the international publicity the
Mumbai operation generated, the LeT
operational blueprint was modelled for major
Western cities, including New York, Washing-
ton DC, London, Berlin, Paris, Stockholm,
Madrid, Oslo and elsewhere. The plan was
known simply as ‘Mirror Mumbai’.

The phrase has surfaced in various inter-
cepted terrorist-related communications, but
not just in commentary about the UK or
America. Thereafter, counter-terrorist agencies
were alerted and enabled to monitor with
increased alertness, activity of covert
surveillance: transport hubs, premier hotels,
theatres, shopping centres (malls), sports
stadia etc., all came ung@r intense scrutiny. In
the UK, New Scotlang -y'.;" a series of
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Erard Corbin de Mangoux -
Director of France’s DGSE

D/CIA LEON PANETTA

James Clapper - Director of US National |8
Intelligence. The ODNI coordinated much
of the operation to destroy the camp

Heinz Fromm, Director of BfV (Federal Office
for the Protection of the Constitution) - the

domestic arm of German Intelligence -
equivalent agency to the FBI and MI5
= /J(,\" » -
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public posters inviting the public to call if they
suspect anything unusual. A similar programme
was launched in Germany and France.

And in 2009, there was the first sign AQ’s
leadership call to “Mirror Mumbai”, was being
heard. The FBI arrested a number of terrorist
plotters who were trained by al-Qaida and
wanted to replicate Mumbai using automatic
weapons in shopping malls in Boston. Last
year, a senior FBI source told Eye Spy:
“Sooner or later the USA will suffer an attack
like that seen in Mumbai...” Low-grade
operatives they may have been, but they did
have threads to Iraq, Somalia, Yemen and
Pakistan - alf nations battling with the terror

A POWERFUL COLLECTIVE INTELLIGENGE EFFORT

in the United States - some involving similar
tactics used by LeT in Mumbai, and of course,
few will forget what happened at Fort Hood,
Texas, in November last year. Here, Major
Nidal Malik Hasan, inspired by AQ’s propa-
ganda wing, shot dead 12 base personnel.

DISRUPTION

A decision had to be made to either let the plot
develop, thus affording a great opportunity to
arrest those at the cutting edge of the plan, or
eliminate those responsible for its planning.
The CIA decided it simply could not take a
chance, less one or more bombers strike, or
rse, that they disappear or fall off the radar

group. Therg,were also other attempts to strike  c@pletely. >
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Paris’s main railway station - ® ¢
Gare Saint-Lazare &\

FOCUS ON PARIS

Sarkozy’s France is top AQ ohjective

ntelligence analysts have become increasingly

aware of al-Qaida’s determination to strike at

one of the UK’s and America’s closest allies in

the fight against global terrorism. However,

events in France often go unreported in the
media, but that doesn’t mean they can simply be
swept under the carpet. They have a relevance to
everyone.

Bernard Squarcini is head of France’s Central
Interior Directorate of Intelligence (DCRI). This
relatively new agency controls counter-espionage/
terrorism operations and has been likened to the FBI. Squarcini recently
warned that the risk of a major AQ attack in France has never been higher.

Bernard Squarcini

France’s colonial past and interests in parts of Africa has seen them pitted
against the AQ affiliate - Al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). And the
country’s intelligence services are involved in a bloody underground war
with AQIM that threatens to spill into neighbouring European countries.

On 16 September, thugs controlled by the terror group abducted five French

contractors from a Nigerian mining site near the town of Arlit. This followed

the brutal murder of another abducted French national in April. What followed

- was a number of encounters with French Special

Force and AQIM terrorists - many of the latter
ending up dead. AQIM threatened revenge and
was keen to join the Europe-wide plot being
formulated by senior AQ men in Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

Eye Spy has also learned that French Intelligence
has still not ruled out the possibility that Air
France Flight 447, en-route from Rio de Janeiro
to Paris in June last year, was brought down by
a terrorist action, this despite a court ruling in
September, that “criminal error” was behind the
crash. A computer malfunction has been the
focus of attention. At the time, a number of
persons in Brazil were being surveilled, and the event, which cost the lives of
228 people, was of sufficient interest to MI6, that two field officers left
London for Rio just days later to meet with their French counterparts.

President Sarkozy




| Stal on in

MIRROR MUMBAI

The ClIA-controlled UAV attack came after an
intercepted signal revealed that the proposed
multi-city European plot had moved beyond
simple discussion to the drawing board.

Meanwhile, French Intelligence aided by
counter-terrorist police learned a suspected
terror cell associated with the plot, had
received a consignment of weapons in the
south of the country. Hundreds of officers
prepared to raid addresses in and around
Avignon and Marseilles.

A GATHERING OF TERROR GROUPS

The intensity of the CIA missile attack on the
terror camp actually forced many of its
occupants to flee. However, this didn’t

stop the controllers of the UAVs continu-

ing their action. At least 65 operatives
assigned to the Europe terror plot may

have been killed - some described as “link
men” and “couriers”. Of concern to
Western intelligence agencies, is
the fact that the camp had
become a meeting point of
several al-Qaida umbrella
groups, including the

’ : =

Pakistan-based Islamist group Lashkar-e-
Taiba; the North African terror group, al-Qaida
in the Islamic Maghreb (which France’s DGSE
has been battling for some time), and more
surprisingly, an AQ outfit known as the
Haggani Network, which until now, had
predominantly operated in South Asia. Also in
attendance was at least one co-ordinator from
the burgeoning AQ force in Somalia and a
following from the Islamic Movement of
Uzbekistan. Someone had dared to gather
such a high-profile group in one location, and
as one UK intelligence source told Eye Spy, “it
wasn't for tea.”

FRENCH CONNECTION

French Intelligence has been particularly active
in the last two years in an underground war
with AQ which has, in the main, not been fully
reported upon. However, so good is the
cooperation between the listening arms of
many European intelligence services and
NSA-GCHQ, that plots relevant to the
Europe-Mumbai operation have
been disrupted. An e-mail sent to
an assassin in Paris from another
AQ group - AQIM - Al-Qaida in

e

the Islamic Maghred, last year, resulted in a
multi-agency meeting in London. Senior
officials were satisfied that several major
Western cities were now being surveilled by
local AQ operatives or by persons who had
not yet come the attention of agencies such as
MI5. Of relevance to France, President Sarkozy
was to be assassinated, the CERN Large
Hadron Collider attacked, and various sites in
Paris bombed, including the Eiffel Tower and
the city’s subway.

Thereafter, Eye Spy learned that a secret
intelligence file (AQ-CENTRAL: AMBITIONS’)
had been created and circulated that dis-
cussed the very real possibility that many
fringe terror groups were positioning them-
selves alongside the remnants of Osama bin-
Laden’s group. AQ - with Osama bin-Laden
still at its helm, would reinvent itself by
carrying out spectacular operations like
Mumbai in the heart of London, Paris etc.

In the last two months, French security
services have been called on a number of
occasions by persons claiming to be from
AQIM. A bomb had supposedly been placed
on or around the base of the Eiffel Tower on

‘ Continued on
page 80

Osama bin-Laden hoped a simultaneous attack on European

_ cities played out in the full glare of the world’s media, would
regenerate his terror followers and bolster his rapidly
declining allure. The CIA were having none of it...
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n a well polished marble-effect corridor
at the CIA's Langley headquarters,
visitors and staff are reminded of the
ultimate sacrifice made by the Agen-
cy’s front-line field officers. A simple
star signifies that they had “fallen in
operation” and less than a hundred
adorn the memorial. If this included others
who were killed - attached to the CIA and used
in a variety of roles by Langley - then the
heads of the CIA would need a bigger wall... a
much bigger wall.

It's a closely guarded secret, but undoubtedly
e chiefs of Langley may struggle to house a




The unexplained death of
MIE man Gareth Williams, is
laced with intrigue, but
debate still rages over the
exact circumstances how he
was killed, for what reason,
and by whom? Even.if it
transpires he was killed
because of events linked to his
personal life, which saurces
used by this magazine doubt,
MI6E and its various fronts
have lost personnel and ‘con-
tact’ agents on a regular basis
throughout its one hundred
years of operations.

« Eye Spy takes a brief look at a
. number of case files, some
well known, others not so,
that amply reflect the
dangers sometimes faced by
associates and employees of
the world’'s must cunning
collectors of secrets....

reasonable guess pertaining to just how many
operators have fallen during the course of CIA
actioned operations, from radio operators in
Vietnam, to contacts murdered by the KGB in
Berlin during the Cold War. It's an unknown,
and that probably goes for MI6 as well. No
one knows for certain if British Intelligence
keeps a record of its personnel who have lost
their lives in service of their country, but it
would come as no surprise if this was the
case.

A DANGEROUS OCCUPATION

0 qualify and quantify the dangers oft
I associated with intelligence collection,

one need look no further than events
that concealed the true circumstances of the
deaths of over 100 men and women opera-
tional and otherwise, linked to the SOE and
MI6 in WWII. These daring people helped free
Europe of Nazism, and they paid the ultimate
price. After capture, the agents were jailed,
tortured and then murdered, many in the
concentration camps dotted around occupied
Europe. There had always existed rumours

- FOR SOME

For security reasons, there are many deaths,
sometimes suspicious, that never reach the

media. Tested mechanisms stop this happen-
ing. But just occasionally, as in the case of the
unfortunate Mr Williams, information flow is
unstoppable. What transpired thereafter was
expected. Stories and allegations originating
from certain characters were fed to Fleet
Street and suddenly instead of focusing on the
actual incident, journalists now had a “multiple
choice” question - and most chose the seedy
answer. But was his death associated with his
work for MI6 and GCHQ?

concerning the fate of these agents and
contact personnel, but when files were
released in 2005, by the American National
Archives, one sensed scandal. It transpired
that an agent, used in later years by MI6 in the
Cold War, may himself have been actively
involved in the deaths. The papers identify a
one Horst Kopkow, under investigation by the
post-war crimes committee, and interviewed
extensively by MI5. He was “snatched” by the
Service who then faked his death by

|||u| L
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Gareth Williams was found=

d in this building




Horst Kopkow most probably ordered the
deaths of several SOE and MI6 agents.
He was interrogated by MI5 after the war,
but was used by MI6 thereafter

Russian Desk Chief
Kim Philby

SOE officer
Vera Atkins

bronchopneumonia. He was then used by MI6
to help collect intelligence on the emerging
Soviet menace.

The papers themselves were almost certainly
prepared or in the possession of senior intel
officer and SOE hero Vera Atkins. After the
war, she made it her business to find out what
had happened to so many of her associates.
While intelligence watchers note Kopkow
could not be compared to other Nazis such as
Klaus Barbie, nicknamed the ‘Butcher of
Lyon’, who was used by American Intelli-
gence, the affair caused more than a rumpus
in the British Establishment, who would rather
this story have remained hidden. And while it
was not unusual for the Allies to use former
committed Nazis, Operation Paperclip springs
to mind, the efforts of MI6 in this case were
seemingly undone. At the time of Kopkow’s
capture, the Service’s head of the Russian
Desk, was a certain Kim Philby - a Soviet spy
of standing. No doubt Kopkow’s information
would have wended its way all the way back
to Moscow, along with the names of MI6
officers, contacts and agents.

INSANITY BY POISON?

f course in times of conflict, intelli-
o gence services double their efforts

and the danger associated with such
work is amplified to a much greater degree. As
a result, intelligence, by necessity, must be
secured using additional sources, or contacts.
This magazine has carried features proving all
manner of persons are used to gain an
advantage in the great game, from business-
men to newspaper sellers plying their trade
outside places of interest.

Unbeknown to many intelligence aficionados,
one MI6 contact man, who probably suc-
cumbed to the “dagger” part of the phrase,
was Lord Northcliffe (Alfred Charles
Harmsworth), an early 20th century press
magnate and former owner of the Daily Mail,
The London Times and Daily Mirror. During the
Great War (1914-1918), Northcliffe worked as
Britain’s Director of Propaganda and often
found himself operating just behind the front

line. However, he also visited numerous other

Bas in Europe in an effort to gather

Lord Northcliffe lived in a hut
atop this building

stories and portray “appropriate viewpoints”
urged on by his political and intelligence
masters in London.

Shortly after the war ended, Northcliffe’s health
deteriorated, and in a strange move, he was
incarcerated in @ wooden hut on the roof of

2 Carlton Gardens, which up until recently, was
still used by the intelligence services. Northcliffe
had complained of stomach pains and died of
‘general paralysis of the insane’ in 1922.

But when investigators probed a little deeper, his
aides explained that his problems could be pin-
pointed to a specific date in time. Northcliffe

~ believed he had been poisoned by enemy

agents after visiting the Dutch border. It is
believed he was given an ice cream which had
been laced with a deadly substance by a
German after he was recognised.

Lord Northcliffe -

newspaper magnate,
propaganda minister
and MI6 contact man
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Modernday.technology in use! A sailor takes a snap shot of a passing vessel using his cell phone.
Things were a little different during the height of the Cold War. MI6 embedded contact men with cameras
on up to 40 Hull trawlers who then monitored warships and other spy vessels from Russia’s Northern
Fleet. Rumours abound that one such ship, the Gaul, paid a heavy price...

It's quite a story, of course, but perhaps an
early case file that has equal relevance to
events taking place today.

erhaps the earliest reported death of

THE ACE OF SPIES
an MI6 officer who definitely died on

I active service, was Sidney Reilly,

affectionately dubbed ‘The Ace of Spies’.
Reilly first worked for Scotland Yard before
joining the fledgling Secret Service Bureau. He
operated predominantly in Russia and
provided London with a remarkable overview
of events involving the Bolshevik takeover of
the country in the 1920s. He was also central
to MI6’s efforts to destabilise the communist
regime, but ultimately paid a heavy price for
his daring-do as a master of deception.
Agents of the OGPU, the Russian security
outfit which succeeded the Cheka, created a
front organisation called Trust and lured Reilly
to the Russia-Finnish border in September
1925. He- and shot dead.
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MI6 and Reilly had itself been outdone using a
ruse which it has since made the trademark of
its wider global operations - the ‘front
company’.

MI6 CHANNEL TO BERLIN

ome 20 years later, MI6 lost a person
S who would have been of consider-

able importance in a post-war
Europe, had he not been executed on the
orders of Adolf Hitler himself. Hans Oster
(below) was deputy head of Germany’s
Abwehr (military intelligence) under Wilhelm
Canaris. He was viewed in Berlin with much

suspicion because of his anti-Nazi stance and
eventually participated in plans to overthrow
Hitler. But for several years, through under-
ground intelligence channels, Oster succeeded
in passing valuable intelligence to MI6. Sadly,
he was shot dead on 9 April 1945, primarily
because of his connection to the failed
assassination attempt on Hitler in 1944.

DEATH OF AN MI6 FROGMAN
been written

M about the

mysterious disappear-
ance of Lionel ‘Buster’
Crabb. Indeed, only
recently another book |
surfaced containing yet
more revelations about
the MI6-contracted
naval diver (see
UnderCover page 74).

uch has

Crabb went missing after MI6 launched an
unauthorised operation to examine the hull of
a visiting Soviet cruiser to the shores of Britain
in April 1956. Thereafter all manner of cover
stories were hurriedly introduced to conceal
both his death, and the task he was involved
in. Unfortunately, an attempt to shield the
Service’s exploits from Downing Street and
Prime Minister Anthony Eden failed, and there
followed some significant rows and even a top
resignation - the Chief of MI6 himself - Sir

John Alexander Sinclair. __

17



Buster Crabb - an MI6 man who was as
daring as any in the organisation

Crabb was one of the country’s top diving
experts, and he was an early choice to head
up the operation against the Ordzhonikdze
which was part of a flotilla carrying Russia’s
Nikita Kruschchev on a top diplomatic visit to

PMY's MIG FURY

Prime Minister Eden’s
fury was obvious when
he told Parliament that
“appropriate discipli-
nary measures” have
been taken following
the MI6 operation.
However, as in
keeping with the
mystery of Crabb’s
disappearance, the
PM said: “It would not
be in the public
interest to disclose the
circumstances in
which Commander
Crabb is presumed to
have met his death.”

the UK. Eden’s office
had not been told
that

MI6 forces would
attempt to gather
information on what
it believed was the
Ordzhonikdze’s
revolutionary
propeller and hull.
And there was much
pressure from
intelligence elements
in the powerful
Admiralty. The fact
that three powerful
Soviet warships sat
in Portsmouth
Harbour, was simply
too much of a
temptation.

Once Crabb dived
under the ship (and
subsequently failed

EYESPY INSIGHT:

shut.

not perhaps you will de

8¢ I might add that

Part of a 1957 Top Secret Admiralty (Intelligence Division) document
concerning the Crabb Case. It is obvious from its theme and content,
senior officials requested that those with knowledge of the covert
operation and its implications, “keep their mouths shut”...

6. Even s0 it will probadly be necessary Tox him to tell seme
officers in VEENON as much as is necessary %o keoep

their months

I suggest this should be done at the Captain's dlsoretion,
e I hope ths above is in accordance with ur wishes
good encugh to inform Blundell
I am sending e copy of this letter), and let me know,

- is bveing extrcmly rodust in
his approach to his unenviable situation,

= 84r John Lang has seen this letter and agrees,

but i¥
%0 whom

to surface) it signalled the beginning of a
significant cover-up from various parties.
Almost immediately details of his stay at a
local hotel were removed. However, MI6
realised that stopping “information seepage”
was never going to contain the story, espe-
cially since the Russians had lodged an official
complaint with London - this after spotting a
frogman under the ship.

Crabb was either shot, stabbed or captured by
Russian sailors. He could also have banged
his head under the ship, lost consciousness
and drowned. But any evidence that this might
have been the case was not forthcoming, not
least because his body, allegedly found over a
year later, was minus a head.

Despite many proper investigations carried out
by persons who knew Crabb, his family,
authors, journalists and film makers, the jury
remains out concerning just exactly what
happened to him. Perhaps to confuse matters
even more, certain figures said he was

-assassinated by MI5 because the Service had

learned he was on the point of defecting. And
then more confusion; the press were told he
was actually working as a top naval trainer on
behalf of the KGB and Soviet Navy.

Nothing can really be proven, other than much
existing evidence that saw various organisa-
tions, ministries and Establishment-types
conspire to create layer after layer of news

material that most agreed was disinformation.

That Crabb was murdered by the Russians,
who discovered him clambering on the
underside of the Ordzhonikdze, is almost
certain. He was a risk-taker, built and operated
by MI6 in the same manner as Sidney Reilly
who also was got at by Moscow.

MORE MARITIME SPY GAMES

16 use ‘contact men’ [and women]
M to facilitate intelligence collection,

though they are rarely described as
agents. Passing information that comes their
way or titbits heard through the grapevine, are
more in keeping with the task of such
operators. Occasionally, however, they are
seen to be in a position whereby they can
help. The CIA sometimes describe such
persons as ‘assets’.

Such designated persons can find themselves
working in very dangerous waters - literally. In
1974, a Commander Brookes found himself
attached to the Hull fishing fleet, primarily as a
liaison, but clearly there to assist MI6’s wider
field operations in intelligence gathering on the
Soviet's northern fleet. However, disaster
struck when the very modern Hull trawler,
‘Gaul’ was lost in the waters of Norway’s sub-
arctic. There was deep suspicion in the city
that the ship had been sunk by a Soviet
submarine, primarily because trawlermen in
the port had often been invited to take
photographs of passing Russian warships.
The cameras were donated
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MI6 recruiter ‘Commander Brookes’

by Brookes, who was known as a recruiter of
fishermen for the Yorks trawling fleet. Though
an inquiry (thirty years later) concluded the
ship had sunk after being hit by a “giant
wave”, most people in Hull, and especially the
relatives of the deceased, viewed the report’s
findings with much suspicion. Researchers
told this magazine, that as many as 40 Hull-
based trawlers over an unspecified period of

time, carried MI6 men.
I intelligence world caused a sensation in the
media, but sent alarm bells ringing in MI5
and MI6. Bulgarian dissident, BBC World
Service worker, and MI6 contact man, Georgi
Ivanov Markov, was stabbed on Waterloo
Bridge in London with a ricin-tipped umbrella.
His assassin, unbeknown to MI5 at the time,
was a KGB contract killer called Francesco
Gullion, code-named Agent Piccadilly’ by MI6.

RICIN MAN - AGENT PICCADILLY

n 1978, another strange death linked to the

Georgi Markov
" - victim of KGB
& | skulduggery.
| His death was
evidence
enough that
Moscow had
the ability to
operate

anywhere in '
the world... .k
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ometime during 1983, MI6 contact
man and the Midland Bank’s

S representative in Moscow, came

across highly important information that
would have “outed” a Russian spy in the
British Embassy. Dennis Skinner wrote a
hurried note (above right) to an embassy
official saying he feared for his life because of
what he knew. The communication was
received by a British diplomat, but perhaps not
taken too seriously. What happened next
amply reflects the dangers of intelligence
work. Skinner was found dead 24-hours after
airing his darkest thoughts. His body was
found beneath his hotel room on Leninsky
Prospect Street, Moscow. Cover stories about
his private life, health and “drinking problems”
abounded, all most certainly generated to
cloud his role with MI6. Had he committed
suicide or was he assassinated? Few intelli-
gence watchers believe he took his own life,
and most intelligence people agree he was got
at by the KGB or elements controlled by them.

I

he recruitment by MI6 of KGB Colonel
I Oleg Gordievsky in the early 1980s,

and the Service’s underground
operation that saw him reach the shores of
Britain in 1985, is still regarded as one of
MI6’s finest moments. His well-being ever
since that date, has been overseen by a
special MI6 section - The Resettle Group. But
London is well aware of Moscow’s unforgiving
hand in respect of defectors, especially those
whose background is in the world of espio-
nage. Amidst the
continuing
backdrop and
fallout from the
murder of
Alexsander
Litvinenko, stories
started to emerge
in 2008, that
Gordievsky’s “old
friends” had
attemPted to kill

g 3 -
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was‘fﬁounﬁdrdea#d on the pavement below his fifth floor room
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Leninsky Prospect Street, Moscow

MI6 contact man Dennis Skinner was in possession of valuable
information about a Russian spy who was working inside the British
a8 Embassy in Moscow. Just hours after writing about his concerns, he




“PIve known for some time that I am on
the assassination list drawn up by rogue

elements in Moscow...” Oleg Gordievsky

him. From his government safe house in the
south of England, a statement was made that
he had fallen ill after a visit to his home by a
Russian assassin.

A year earlier, in a move that infuriated
Russian Intelligence, the Queen bestowed on
Gordievsky the CMG for his services. He
acknowledged that there always existed the
possibility he would be targeted. “I've known
for some time that | am on the assassination
list drawn up by rogue elements in Moscow,”
he said.

Gordievsky was initially upset that the event
was not taken seriously enough. “The deputy
head of Special Branch visited me and said
there was no poison, no crime,” he fumed.
Since then, intelligence watchers have noticed
that this fascinating story and its far-reaching
implications, have simply drifted away.

SEX GAME GONE WRONG? - NOT TRUE

ne case file with similarities, at least
in respect as to what has been
reported regarding the murder of

Gareth Williams, was actually discussed in
Eye Spy 67. The death of British investigative

MI6 contact man Jonathan Moyle,
was murdered in the Hotel Carrera

journalist Jonathan Moyle, in a hotel room in
Chile 1990, followed closely the assassination
of Iraq’s ‘Super Gun’ creator, Gerald Bull in
Belgium. Moyle was in South America
investigating an arms deal linked to Iraq and
the two deaths were spoken of in the same
context by journalists. However, the press
reported Moyle had died as a result of a
bizarre sexual experiment that had gone
wrong. He was actually discovered in a
wardrobe with a noose around his neck.
Moyle was an MI6 contact man, though some
say he was actually working for the Service.
Regardless of which story is correct, Moyle
had spoken to his mother just minutes before

he died. His family say he was in “high
spirits”, despite him returning to the Carrera
Hotel to find his research notes scattered
before him. According to our sources, the
“sexual add on”, regarding Moyle, was
deliberately mentioned by an official so it
could be overheard by a writer. Within hours,
public attention was focused on Moyle’s
private life, rather than his important work.

THE LADY GHISLAINE MYSTERY

ewspaper and
media magnate
Robert Maxwell’s

death has always been
regarded as suspicious. He
died after allegedly falling
from his beloved yacht -
the ‘Lady Ghislaine’ - off
the Canary Islands in November 1991 There
are numerous books and investigative reports
that link Maxwell to the world of intelligence,
and he had assembled a large following who
were convinced he was either a Mossad or
KGB man. The truth is, he was probably
neither, instead opting to talk to a number of
concerns regarding his incredibly complicated
life in the higher echelons of business, social
and government circles. He also spoke to MI6,
and this makes him a contact man. As to his
death, of course it was suspicious, but
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Maxwell had many enemies and one could
spend much time considering a plethora of
theories.

DEATH BY DEFAULT

he 31st of August 1997, was a date
T significant in the history of the British

Royal Family. Diana, Princess of Wales,
succumbed to her injuries after the car she
was travelling in crashed in the Pont de Aima
Tunnel in Paris. Within days the conspiracy
theories about an assassination abounded.
With plots and accusations appearing every
day, attention soon turned to the chauffeur of
the vehicle and head of security at the hotel
where Diana and her lover, Dodi Fayed, were
staying.

Henri Paul was employed by Dodi’s father at
the Ritz Hotel, and he became the subject of a
massive and meticulous investigation by the
world’s media and authors alike. Little about
his private life and work role remained secret,
and it soon transpired Paul had an MI6
connection as a contact man. He almost
certainly passed information on a regular
basis to the Service’s Paris Station via a
liaison. That would not be an unusual occur-
rence, as most major intelligence services
have associates sited at certain locations, and
the Ritz was a popular hotel frequented by
dignitaries, politicians and VIPs throughout the
year. Paul, may well have provided other
agencies with information as well.

MI6 thereafter became the “villain of the
piece”, with scurrilous comment coming from

all sorts of people stating quite
categorically the British Estab-
lishment had ordered her death
because she was carrying
Dodi’s child. The event became
the most discussed topic for
the best part of a decade, until
, it became plain the allegations
were rubbish. New Scotland
Yard's ‘Operation Paget’
concluded it was a simple
accident. For the purpose of this

: &
Mlgcontact man Henri Paul

/

New Scotland Yard’s most senior
officer - Sir John Stevens - headed
Operation Paget. His huge investiga-
tion proved beyond doubt the Paris
car crash was but an accident

Entrance to Pont Ede Alma Tunnel




article, Paul’s role in Paris displays the
importance of having friends in places where
intelligence can and is gleaned every day. Paul
was a classic “MI6 contact man”.

DREADFUL RETRIBUTION

ussian-backed intelligence operators
R were definitely behind the assassina-
tion of former KGB and FSB officer
Alexsander Litvinenko in London in 2006.
Litvinenko had made lots of enemies in
Moscow, and the FSB elevated the security
man almost to the very top of their ‘most
wanted’ list. That he resided in London and
had connections to another “enemy of the Alexsander Litvinenko - before and
state” - Boris Berezovsky, who had also made  after being poisoned by Polonium-210
the UK’s capital his home, didn’t matter. The
FSB had allegedly despatched shadowy
elements to get to the billionaire before, but
MI5 and MI6 had thwarted at least two “hits”
on him. However, Litvinenko was different - a
gatherer of information - a great deal of
information, especially from associates still
operating and living in Russia.

A sombre Al Fayed leaves the court
room after learning of the outcome of
Operation Paget

In a complex affair, his killers sought to kill
Litvinenko in a most unusual manner - using

. o
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the Litvinenkos. Just hours earlier forensic specialists had discovered why ii
contact man had fallen so desperately ill. A detective told Eye Spy, “this w.
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A fragment from a Thalliufn rod

THE POISONERS POISON

Favoured by contracted persons with one objective - murder - Thallium is odourless,
tasteless and highly toxic (from the metal). Thallium dissolves quickly and is absorbed
through the skin. It can be found in rat poison and insecticides. A small dose can induce

g initial symptoms that are similar to influenza. Thereafter, other side effects happen,

g including hair loss, headaches, tight muscles and joints, delirium, dementia etc. Victims
may also fall into a coma. Just one gram can Kill

MI5 initially believed it was radioactive thallium that was used to kill Alexsander Litvinenko,
primarily because it is the “preferred choice” for many of the shadowy elements attached
to the FSB and its predecessor - the KGB. However, it should be recognised that this
would have been difficult to detect, because it degrades very quickly.

NELSON MANDELA

THE CONTACT MAN WHO NEVER WAS

There are occasions when people are mistak-
enly linked to an inteligence service. One such
person is Nelson Mandela. At the start of the
new millennium, Mandela was linked to MI6 by
a story that claimed he had aided the Service in
its shadowy clashes with Libya's Colonel
Gaddafi, especially in the surveillance and
movement of arms from the North African
country to Northern Ireland and the IRA

A similar mention of the link was aired in a book
written by a former MI6 man that caused much
embarrassment for the Service. Central to the
issue was a meeting between Foreign Office
diplomats and Mandela. All controversial stuff,
put links between the freedom fighter and MI6
have been rejected by most intelligence
watchers. Mr Mandela himself called the
allegations “disgraceful fabrication”. The story
probably has its genesis from a diplomatic
meeting that took place in Kent in 1990

What is most certainly true, is that an attempt
was made to poison Mandela using Thallium
whilst he was imprisoned
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the most dreadful solution - Polonium 210. An
operation lured the Russian to a number of
central London locations with the promise of
intelligence, and then he was poisoned. A tiny
amount of the substance was dropped into his
cup of green tea. Initially, MI5 specialists
could not find out why he was deteriorating so
slowly. Thallium was suspected, but when the
truth emerged, that a multi-million pound
substance was used, all eyes focused on
Moscow. Today, New Scotland Yard has made
it known who it believes was responsible. As
for Litvinenko’s connection to MI6, there was
much talk about the former KGB man being
paid a “retainer” for his services - about
£2,000 a month. This is the amount of money
received by contacts such as Henri Paul. As a
sidebar to the death of Litvinenko, it should be
noted that some of his associates in Moscow
have also been murdered, most famous, of
course, the journalist Anna Politkovskaya.

MORE FALLING SPIES

shraf Marwan is an intelligence
A enigma. The Egyptian is claimed by
both Cairo and Tel Aviv, though the

truth will probably never been known due to
his death in June 2007.

Marwan was central to intelligence warnings
relating to the 1973 Yom Kippur War, when
Israel was attacked by some of its neighbours.
Marwan was allegedly a Mossad spy who
provided advanced notice of the attack, but
Egypt’s intelligence service say he was a
double agent. All of this is perhaps of little
consequence now, because of his fall from the
balcony of his luxury London apartment. Vital
evidence went missing, and the fact that he
was writing his personal memoir (which also
disappeared) seems to suggest a death most
strange. Interestingly, police reported two men
of “Mediterranean appearance” were seen on
his balcony just moments after his body was
found on the ground.

According to many intelligence sources,
Marwan had MI6 contacts.

Ashraf Marwan ié said to have met
with MI6 personnel

The persons featured in this small
overview represent but a small selection of
officers, agents and contact people associated
with MI6, who were.either murdered or died in
suspicious circumstances. However, organi-
sations such as MI6 has relations with
hundreds of people who are not employed
directly by Her Majesty’s Secret Service, on
the contrary, it is sometimes best to look
“outside the box” for intelligence channels.

As for Gareth Williams, his name can now be
added to a listing of persons whose deaths
will always be the stimulus for debate.

Gareth
Williams -
GCHQ codes’
analyst whose
death whilst in
the service of
MI6 is a
contentious
issue - one
that is likely to
remain that
way for the
foreseeable

 future
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The Real Secret Spy Wars s

HORSES

World renown intelligence and defence writer Michael Smith provides an astonishingly
detailed account of MI6’s infiltration operation that placed two British spies inside Moscow
during Russia’s turbulent transition to Communism. ;

This important feature is drawn from the researches of Smith’s brilliant new book ‘SIX: A

History of Britain’s Secret Intelligence Service’, and amply reveals the extent and deliber- ‘
ation of key intelligence, political and business persons who combined to give London an |
all “powerful seeing eye” on the dramatic events that resulted in the creation of what MI6 (
called, “the Communist menace”... ‘
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n the early hours of
New Year's Day 1928,
as Soviet border
guards slept off the
drunken celebrations
of the night before,
two Russians slipped
across the border into
Persia intent on making their way to India and
handing themselves over to the British. One of
the two would-be defectors was Boris
Bazhanov, who as a former secretary to Josef
Stalin and knew the Soviet dictator’s darkest
secrets, the other was Bazhanov’s secret
police minder.

Their defection left Stalin incandescent and a
secret police hit squad was dispatched to the
Persian city of Meshed to intercept and kill
them. Meanwhile, the British Secret Intelli-
gence Service, now better known as MI6, sent
its own man to the city post haste to try to
keep Bazhanov alive and get as much
information out of him as possible, just in
case he never made it to India.

This brief resurgence of the Great Game, the
19th century espionage battle between Russia
and Britain for control of central Asia, ended a
remarkable period during which Britain’s spies
were receiving detailed intelligence from the
closest aides of not just one but two Soviet
leaders.

Arthur Ransome’s role as a liberal
writer reporting on events in Russia
was excellent cover for his work as
an MI6 intelligence officer

’

It began in the frantic months after the 1917
October Revolution brought Vladimir Lenin’s
' Bolsheviks to power, with Stalin and Leon
| Trotsky as key members of the new leader-
ship.

At the time, Trotsky, the Bolshevik Foreign
Affairs Commissar, was the more important of

| the two and was sought out by for an
interview by Arthur Ransome, Moscow

| correspondent of the liberal Daily News, and

' subsequently better known as the author of
the children’s book Swallows and Amazons.

It was while arranging that interview that
| Ransome first met Yevgenia Shelepina,
| Trotsky’s 23-year-old secretary. Already
estranged from his wife, the British journalist
| fell deeply in love with Shelepina.

' Ransome was not just a journalist, he was

| also working for British intelligence, as agent

| §76, and his affair with Shelepina provided
him with a good excuse to spend a lot of time

| in Trotsky’s offices in the Commissariat of
Foreign Affairs, based opposite the Winter

‘ Palace in Petrograd (now St. Petersburg).

Over the next six months, Shelepina provided
Ransome with detailed information on the

| intentions of the Bolshevik leadership, and

| their attitude towards Britain in particular,

| which he passed on to Ernest Boyce, the head
of the British secret service in Russia.

! By the middle of 1918, the British were
already concerned at the risks Shelepina was

‘ running, with Robert Bruce Lockhart, the most

| senior British diplomat in Moscow, asking that

| she be put on Ransome’s passport as the

| author’s wife since “her services to the allies,
have been considerable”.

‘ Ransome found a way round the problem,

| persuading a Bolshevik diplomat to give
Shelepina a job in the Russian legation in
Stockholm where the British journalist wa
also provided with an office. p

e ¢

3,

Boris Bazhanov - an MI6 spy
who provided a deep insight into
the political and military upheaval

in Russia

It was the best of both worlds, leaving
| Shelepina and Ransome able to escape if the
Russians realised what was going on, while in
the meantime giving them continued access to
| Bolshevik secrets and allowing Ransome to
travel in and out of Russia with ease.

But Ransome’s privileged access to the
Russian embassy left senior military intelli-

| gence officers in London, who were unaware
of what was going on, convinced that he was
“a Bolshevik agent”.

\
Given the need to keep the true loyalties of

| both Ransome and Shelepina secret from the

| Bolshe fitish secret service chiefs
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Arthur Ransome’s relationship with Yevgenia Shelepina, meant he could spend time in the offices of the

Commissariat of Foreign Affairs, based opposite the Winter Palace in Petrograd (above)

Harley
Granville-
Barker

struggled to explain what was going on. “His
association with the Bolsheviks was begun
and has been continued throughout at the
direct request of responsible British authori-
ties,” one British secret service officer
insisted.

But senior army officers, incensed by what
they saw as Ransome’s pro-Bolshevik reports
in the Daily News, lobbied the newspaper’s
bosses to have him sacked.

The newspaper's owner, chocolate magnate
George Cadbury, expressed consternation at
the demands for Ransome to be brought
home. He and the Daily News editor were
themselves so irritated by the pro-Bolshevik
tone of Ransome’s reports that they had tried
to recall him,
Cadbury said. But
when they did so,
they received a visit
from Lockhart, who
told them Ransome
was far too valuable
where he was and
insisted they must
keep him there.

When after further
Ransome’s ugely | pro-Bolshevik
popular LOOK Was | reports they felt they

first published in
1930

had no choice but to
bring Ransome

Bruce
Lockhart

home, they were visited by the actor and
theatre impresario Harley Granville-Barker.

He claimed to represent “the War Office” and
“implored” them to keep Ransome in Sweden.
They replied that they could not afford to keep
paying the hotel accommaodation of both
Ransome and Shelepina.

Granville-Barker, who was in fact now a senior
member of the British secret service, agreed
that his department of the War Office would
pay the hotel bills to keep Ransome and his
mistress in place.

But reporting from inside the Russian
embassy in Stockholm was all very well, the
British needed Ransome and Shelepina back
in Moscow, finding out the views of the
Bolshevik leadership. The problem was that

Russian Revolution 1é1 7A

Ransome was seriously concerned at the risk
of Shelepina being exposed as a British agent.
So John Scale, the British secret service
representative in Stockholm, persuaded the
Swedish authorities to put the couple on a list
of 13 “dangerous Bolsheviks” to be expelled
from Sweden.

Meanwhile, Lockhart arranged a prominent
talk at King’s College, London, where in front
of representatives of the right-wing press, he
stridently denounced Ransome’s pro-
Bolshevik reporting.

His reputation as an “out-and-out Bolshevik”
restored, Ransome went back to Russia with
Shelepina. But while she stayed in place, he
returned a couple of months later laden with
Bolshevik documents which he delivered to
Boyce, now working at the secret intelligence
service headquarters in Whitehall.

The mission had been a great success. ‘|
even got a letter from Lenin authorising all the
Commissars to give me whatever information |
might ask for,” Ransome said. “l was entirely
uncontrolled.”

>

Leon Trotsky
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A communist poster urging the
regime to “sweep the world clean”

By May 1920, Ransome was increasingly
concerned for Shelepina, proposing to Boyce
that he go back into Russia, to collect more
intelligence on the Bolshevik intentions and to
get her out. “It seems to me to be blazing
madness for us to have no-one in Russia
capable of getting first-hand news,” Ransome
told Boyce. “There is no-one else who can
keep in such close touch with affairs there as |
can. | am just as friendly with the leaders of
the other parties inside Soviet Russia as with
the Bolsheviks.”

C. P. Scott, the legendary liberal editor of the
Manchester Guardian, was willing to fund the
trip “although he knows that he will get very
little for his paper,” Ransome said. “I could
also get out written reports of the state of
affairs generally, if we arranged beforehand

Lenin pictured ih Stalin
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how | should address them to
ensure their reaching the right
hand.”

With funding for his secret service
mission from the Guardian, a
British passport listing Shelepina
as his wife, and Lenin’s letter,
Ransome returned to Moscow and
his mistress.

Shelepina succeeded in persuading the
Bolsheviks to let her leave, so long as she
took out more than a million roubles worth of
precious gems to fund communist parties in
Europe. Given that she continued to live
happily in exile with Ransome, without threat
from Soviet hit squads, the gems must have
been delivered, although no doubt with the
recipients tracked by Britain’s spies.

With his real wife refusing to divorce him,
Ransome and Shelepina could not go to live in
England, so he used Estonia as a base for his
reporting assignments for the Guardian.

Ransome remained in contact with his friends
in the British secret service until at least 1922,
providing them with further intelligence,
including a list of former Tsarist officers
serving in the Soviet forces who might make
potential agents.

In his book Racundra’s First Cruise, Ransome
describes meeting up with Boyce, by now the
British secret service representative in Finland,
during a sailing trip round the Baltic in
September 1922, recalling that they “wasted
all that day in friendship”.

Two years later, finally divorced and free to
marry Shelepina, he brought her to Britain. But
by now the British secret service had a far
more important agent inside the Kremlin,
providing them with detailed minutes of
meetings of the Soviet communist party
leadership.

It is impossible to say for sure that this agent
was Boris Bazhanov, but all the evidence
suggests that, from the very moment he
joined the Communist Party in October 1919,
Bazhanov was a British “agent-in-place”,
attempting to climb as high in the Soviet
communist hierarchy as possible.

He would later described himself as a “Trojan
horse” infiltrating the party. “The game was
very risky,” he said. “I had to keep constantly
on my guard. | had to watch my every word,
every move | made, every step | took.”

The result was a spectacular success, with
Bazhanov becoming secretary not just to the

C. P Scoftis
remembered fondly
by the Guardian
newspaper

Politburo, the body that controlled the Soviet
communist party, but to Stalin himself.

Boris Georgievich Bazhanov was born in 1900
in the Ukrainian town of Mogilev-Podolsky.
During the early years of communist rule, that
area changed hands repeatedly between
Bolshevik and Ukrainian nationalist forces.
Bazhanov appears to have been recruited in
the summer of 1919, when several British
intelligence officers were operating in the
Ukraine, recruiting agents and sending reports
back to London.

Bazhanov studied engineering at the
Moscow Higher Technical School,
Russia’s leading technical university.
Today the facility is known as Moscow
State Technical University



WIG: EMERGENGE OF THE TRADECRAFT FAGTORY

he story and daring-do of MI6 men,

Boris Bazhanov, Arthur Ransome and

their friends, provides a fascinating

insight into how MI6 perfected the
running of covert operations using very
“un-British”-like tactics. As the pro-London
White Army of Russia was swept aside, MI6
was ordered to find out just what was
happening. And they used many clever
methods to conduct this task; from infiltration,
the creation of “legitimate” front organisa-
tions, distraction operations and the passing
of intelligence via secondary parties. The
actions of these men and their associates

allowed MI6 to spy on Britain’s new adversaries
from within the heart of Moscow itself.

Learning just what occurs in faraway lands
was essential for the keeping the British
Empire intact. Where military personnel and
diplomatic officials could not supply informa-
tion, MI6 turned to newspapers and their
overseas correspondents, and just like today,
Britain had lots of them. But Arthur Ransome’s
MIi6 role was made a little more difficult
because Russia was in turmoil and a new
regime had emerged. Perceived by many as
being “far too close to Russia”, this made

Ransome the perfect spy in Moscow. MI6
fermented criticism of Ransome in Britain,
and made sure these stories of concern went
all the way back to Moscow.

Mi6 gleaned much valuable intelligence, but
just as important, the operation against
Moscow allowed its planning officers to gain
valuable experience in a craft that was
incredibly dangerous and ever changing.
Bazhanov and Ransome were two original
operators whose skilful work helped lay down
the foundation stone of the MI6 tradecraft
factory.

Bazhanov immediately instigated a complete
reorganisation of the files, ensuring he had access
to any document he wanted at any time...

From the point at which he actually joined the
party, Bazhanov behaved like a classic
entryist, swiftly getting himself elected as
secretary to a succession of local then
regional party committees. Having established
a history and base within the party, he moved
to Moscow in November 1920, to study
engineering at the Moscow Higher Technical
School, Russia’s leading technical university.
Like all Soviet universities, it had a communist
party cell, but since few students were
interested in boring party activities, it was “no
bother” for Bazhanov to get himself elected
secretary once again.

He soon got himself a job with the Soviet
Communist Party Central Committee and
began ingratiating himself with top party
officials, seeking out allies of Stalin, the party
general secretary, whom he clearly saw as the
“coming man”.

INFILTRATION AND ACCESS

Bazhanov soon had access to all the reports
crossing their desks, including the top secret
minutes of the Politburo and, at the end of
1922, was put in charge of the main party
administration. He immediately instigated a
complete reorganisation of the files, ensuring
he had access to any document he wanted at
any time.

British secret service reports to be found in

the India Office records at the British Library
include the complete minutes of meetings of
the Soviet leadership throughout this period.

It was a critical period in Soviet history, with
Lenin increasingly disabled by a series of
strokes and Stalin outmanoeuvring Trotsky to
take control. British intelligence was able to
watch it from the inside.

Bazhanov's career was at its peak in August
1923, when he was appointed secretary of the
Politburo itself, at the same time becoming
secretary to Stalin. As “a soldier of the anti-
Bolshevik army, | had imposed upon myself
the difficult and perilous task of penetrating
right into the heart of the enemy headquarters.
| had succeeded.”

British intelligence reports throughout this
period show a remarkable understanding of
what was going on, but Bazhanov’s star was
already on the wane.
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GPU poster shows the political
directorate striking the head of a
counter-revolutionary saboteur

WOLNOSC BOLSZEWICKA

Polish Government anti-Bolshevik

propaganda poster from 1920 show-
ing Trotsky with death on his hands
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attempt to go to Scandinavia saw him banned
from travelling abroad.

With his escape via Europe impossible,
Bazhanov found himself a senior party post in
Ashkhabad, capital of the central Asian
republic of Turkmenistan, just 30 miles from
the Persian border.

But with Yagoda convinced he was a counter-
revolutionary, Bazhanov had to be accompa-
nied at all times by a secret police minder,
Arkady Maksimov.

Genrikh Yago d They crossed the border into Persia on the

pretence of a hunting expedition. After evading
The Soviet secret police, the 0GPU, were the OGPU hit squad, they eventually made it to
already highly suspicious of Bazhanov and the  India where Bazhanov was extensively
pressure soon began to tell. debriefed, producing a series of top secret :

L M reports on the SOV,'Pft leadership that were Stalin reportedly asked spy and assassin

Bazhanov made a brief visit to Scandinaviain  regarded by the British as gold dust. Yakov Blumkin to kill Bazhanov whilst in
December 1924, ostensibly to buy skates for Paris in 1929. Blumkin was actually
the Soviet national ice-skating team, but The two defectors were resettled in Paris enroute to Turkey armed with orders to kil
almost certainly to tell his British controller he ~ where Bazhanov was frequently visited by none other than Leon Trotsky
needed to get out. Dunderdale, now the British secret service

representative in the French capital, and by Paris in 1983. Maksimov was<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>