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Newly declassified British Government
Cabinet papers shed new light on Alfredo

Astiz - Argentina's most notorious killer and
spy. Captured by UK Special Forces, Astiz
became a headache for London and MI6

..... ~-·,. PITSFORD
ANGEL OF DEATH UK security service dismantle

~ I emerging terror operation intended
to be 'UK's 9/11 '

MI6 help track down the al-Qaida leader Mokhtar Belmokhtar
who organised deadlyAlgerian gas plant attack
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All forms of terrorism constitute a grave threat to nation states,
yet none is more feared than that which falls under the banner
of SUPER TERRORISM. Eye Spy presents a chilling insight into

its various elements40

SUPER TERRORISM THE STRANGE CASE 0 MOSSA
HE COUNTER TERRORISM AND INTELLIGENCE PRISONER
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FIRST WORD

INT E L LIGENCE CHOIC E

THE CIA'S RUSSIAN ~OURNEYMAN

The case of Mossad officer Ben Zygier has raised international concerns in
the intelligence community about the Israel i spy agency's seeming ly
persistentuse of foreign passports. Zygier, an Australian national who moved
to Israel, was found dead in a prison cell - he had reportedly committed
suicide. How he got there in the first place is a matter of much speculation.

It is common knowledge several countries in the Middle East do not allow persons hold­
ing an Israeli passport entry. Thus it's easy to understand why the Mossad sometimes
find it necessary to use bogus identity papers. In 2010, about 30 Mossad officers, agents
and associates were provided with false passports bearing correct name and identity
numbers. The only alteration, in most instances, were the photographs . Irish, British and
Australian passports were used to enter the UAEand eliminate a known Hamas agent. A
major spat ensued when police in Dubai discovered howthe Mossad team had breached
security. It's my understanding that representatives from the Mossad met with a number
of senior intelligence officials from countries such as the UK, and tried to allay fears - the
suggestion being it would not happen again.

Known simply as 'Prisoner X', Zygier had travelled to Australia on three occasions - each
time securing a new passport with a different name. It seems that ASIO - one of Austral­
ia's intelligence services, learned about the affair. Some reports suggest that it was Zygier
himself who decided to tip ASIO off, but this is speculation. Eye Spy believes an Austral­
ian journalist was advised of the passport operation, and indeed, he confronted Zygier.

The fact that a Mossad man ended up in a high security Israeli prison cell, possibly facing
20 years in prison, if our information is correct , is evidence enough Mossad officials were
furious about something. .

Mark Birdsall , Manag ing Edito r

"I think a lot of information, both accurate and inaccurate,
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00f the CIA President Jo hn F. Kennedy once
• sa id : " It s fa ilures are known ... its

successes are not. " He was quite right of
course, but one recent affair which definitely falls
into the latter category is the downfall of the US­
based Russian SVR spy ring - Anna Chapman et
al. Though much cred it must go to the FBI
surve illance operation wh ich forced Moscow's
hand - resu lt ing in th e sp ies removal and an
exchange for four US-contact men, it seems
evident the first clue was supplied by a Russian
CIA contact man . His name is Colonel Alexander
Poteyev. Tried in absentia for treason, Poteyev was
given a hefty pr ison sentence. In this feature we
look at his dar ing escape to America - and the
clever tradecraft he emp loyed to outw it the FSB.

MAJOR COf\TEN- GUIDE

SUPER TERRORISM
Part eight of Eye Spy's look at the world of counter-terrorism
and intelligence. In this feature we examine the most feared
elements which fall within the category of 'Super Terrorism'
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PATRIOT GAMES
As two Russians face the prospect of jail for 20-years of spy ing
in Germany, evidence emerges that the couple were in contact
with members of the recently outed SVR spy ring in America

INTERNATIO N A L PIRATES AND INTEL
As pirate attacks off the Horn of Africa continue , an agg res­
sive major counter-measures programme is initiated

BULGARIAN BUS BOMBING
Bulgarian Intelligence secure the identities of the bombers
who killed Israeli tourists last July

WOOTTON BASSETT PLOT
Three men have pleaded guilty to a number of terrorist charges,
including a plot to attack a British town famou s for its compas­
sion shown to UK armed forces dead

CYBER EXPERT ASSASSINATED?
The US Government has been asked to investigate the death
of a cyber expert in Singapore, who told his family about
espionage concerns and feared for his life

ILLUSIONIST HAND OF THE VEVAK
Iran's intelligence service - the VEVAK - has been caught out
on several occasions manipulating evidence, photographs
and creat ing false case files. In this special feature Eye Spy
reveals a number of little known 'gems'

THE ANNECY SHOOTINGS
Eye Spy examines the strange murders of a Swiss national and
an Iraqi-UK family in Annecy, France last September. Some
commentators bel ieve the ir deaths were the work of the Mossad

UNDERCOVER: BOOK RELEASES
A selection of the latest esp ionage and intelligence-related
book releases

EYE Spy INTEl lIG NeE MAGAZINE tl4 20 l'

THE CIA'S JOURNEYMAN
Eye Spy reveals the extraordinary escape to freedom of a CIA
contact man who exposed a dozen SVR spies in America

~ AL-QAIDA AND UAV COUNTER-MEASURES
A bizarre 22-point al-Oaida document has been discovered in
Mali wh ich expla ins how operatives can avoid detection. One
of the 'tips' was written by Osama bin-Laden himself

~ THE ASSASSINATION LIST
Police in Moscow arrest a man believed to be the would-be
assass in of London banker German Gorbuntsov in March
2012 - this as further deaths are reported

• REMOTE VIEWING PART 4
Mike Finn describes and identifies the main operators and
intelligence proponents who initiated some of the earl iest
remote viewing research programmes



JOHN BRENNAN
NEWCIA DIRECTOR

J
ohn Brennanhas been
installed as thenew Director
of the Central Intelligence
Agency. This despite some

objections raised byUS politiclans
to earlier comments attributed to
him regarding enhanced interroga­
tion techniques. In astatement
made just before his appointment,
Brennan called the use of
'waterboarding' during interroga­
tion, "reprehensible." However, he
didnot describe it as torture.

Brennan, one ofAmerica's most
experienced counter-terrorism
officials, said that if he got the top
job atLangley, then it will never be
used again. "It issomething that
should have been banned years
ago," said Brennan. "If I were to
go back to the CIA it will never be

President Obama announces John
Brennan as his nominee for D/CIA

brought back. " His comments
seem atodds with those he
issued in 2007 when he sug­
gested thatenhanced-interroga­
tion techniques (EIT) produced
informationthat "saved lives."

BULGARIA BUS BOMBING
IDENTITY OF TERRORISTS KNOWN

B
ulgaria's National Security from Hezbollah - proscribed as a
Agency (SANS) has terror organisation by the United
completed its preliminary States and listed as such by Britain
investigation into last and Holland, though not by the rest
July's bus bombing in the ofEurope. British Intelligence

Black Sea resort ofBurgas. The i believethe men may well have
attack resulted inthe deaths offive been supported by an Iranian
Israeli tourists and the driver - the network.
bomber also died.

Police e-fit of bomber - he has not been formally identified
by SANS but has probable links to Canada

Stanimir Florov, aseniorcounter­
terrorist official and Director­
General of aspecial unit combating
organised crime in Sofia. "If hewas
asuicide bomber, hewouldhave
entered the packed coach which
had 47 passengers insideand then
blown himself up," saidFlorov. It is
believed the bomber died when he
tried toplace the rucksack bomb in
the luggage compartment in the
side of the coach.

Bomber waits in airport for
arrival of Israeli tourist

flight. He used bogus US
10 in the name of Martin

Like his two associates, who have
thus far not been caught, he carried

The prime suspect, atall man
wearing awig and baseball hat,
was not asuicide bomber accord­
ingtoSANS. The Agency bel ieves
the bomb was intendedtobe
detonated from adistance and
probablywhi le the coachwas in
transit.This view issupported by

Amajor international effort to
determine who the terrorists
worked forwas launchedby SANS
and supported by theCIA and other
agencies. It has now been
confirmed that at least two ofa
five-man terror cell wereoperatives
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massive$2billionUtah Data Center.
Some officialsand politicians have
raised concerns that it may be
necessary for the Command to
deploy counter-measures against
US-based targets.Thesituation is
complicated because NSAis
mandated to operate only against
foreignconcerns. However, if USCC,
commanded by NSA Director
General Keith Alexander, does
become astand-alone organisation,
thenthiswould remove many
considerations as itwill undoubtedly
become avaluable allyfor the CIA,
FBI and other defence and intelli­
gence agencies.

network. Head ofEUROPOL, Rob
Wainwright, said that if the attack
can be linked to Hezbollah, it would
represent the group's first success­
ful operation inEurope since the
mid-1980s.

Iran's ambassador to Bulgaria,
Gholamreza Bageri, denied the
operation was sponsored by Iran.
"This has nothing todo with Iran,"
he said. "Weare against any form
ofterrorismandstronglycondemn
suchactions."

Tsvetan Tsvetanov met
with EUROPOL director Rob

Wainwright (right) and handed
over "compelling evidence"

have dual nationality. DNA testing
fromarecovered driving licence
has proventhat theCanadian, who
lived inVancouveruntil hewas 12­
years-old, is relatedtothebomber
whodied. All of theoperatives are
believed tohavebeen inLebanon
studying engineering, but this may
simply havebeen acover role.

Newsofthe USCC's enlargement
comes as it prepares toopen the

T
heUnitedStates Cyber
Command falls under the
auspices ofthe United
States Strategic Command,

but isheadquarteredat NSA.
Though active since just2009, it is
already regarded as one of the
country's most important intelli­
gence organisations. At present it
hasastaff ofaround 900, though
news has emerged that it is set to
employ afurther 4,000 people.
Furthermore, speculation abounds
that theorganisation may soon
become autonomous.

CYBER COMMAND TO ENLARGE
'Stand-alone' Intel Agency Envisaged

SANS is beingsupported by
various intelligenceservices and a
dedicatedteamfrom EUROPOL in
an effort to trackthe terrorists'
movements through Europe. This
could well reveal asupport

had been printed inLebanon.
Tsvetan Tsvetanov, Bulgaria's
Interior Minister responsiblefor
SANS, said: "Wehave well­
grounded reasons tosuggest that
the two men were members of the
militant wing ofHezbollah."

EyeSpy has been informed the
identity of the Australianand
Canadianmenare knownandboth

of the picture 'Zero Dark Thirty'.
This contains anumber ofscenes

I showing harsh interrogation
methods used byLangley
personnel against suspected
terrorists. Afew weeks ago,
acting D/CIAMichael Morrel felt
obliged to comment onthe
methods which were deployed in
the search forOsama bin-Laden.
Morrel said EIT "were not key" to
finding the terror chief.

Emblem of Bulgaria's
National Security Agency

Some us polit icians believe the producers of
the film 'Zero Dark Thirty ' , were given
"improper access" to materials on the Osama
bin-Laden operat ion. This has been rejected by
the movie's producers and officials.

In February 2013, the film, directed by Kathryn
Bigelow and written by Mark Baal, was nomi­
nated for five Academy Awards, including Best
Picture and Best Actress. The film won one, for
Best Sound Editing.

Six-years on and Brennan is more
reflective: "I think alot of informa­
tion, both accurate and inaccu­
rate, came out of interrogation
sessions conductedbyCIA... my
belief is that (enhanced-interroga­
tion techniques) arecounter­
productive to our overall efforts
against al-Qaida and other
terrorists."

ZERO DARK THIRTY

The subject of EIT has been inthe
news of latefollowingthe release

abogus American passport.
However, it is understood SANS
believes one of themen is
Canadian and the other Australian.
Both had been living inLebanon.

Aforensic clue which helped
detectives trace the bombersto
Hezbollah wastheir fake driving
licences. Intelligence from an
unspecified sourcediscoveredthey
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DEATH OF BRITISH AGENT
NEW INVESTIGATION INTOMURDER OFIRA INFILTRATOR

A
new investigation has
been launched into the
deathof Denis
Donaldson - asenior
Sinn Fein official who

was working as aBritish spy.
Donaldson was shot dead ata
remote farmhouse in County
Donegal in Ireland in 2006. Three

years later the Real IRA (RIRA)
announced it was responsible. He
had allegedly been an informant
fortwo decades.

Donaldson was akey man inthe
Republican movement and had
much influence with the IRA. In
2008, an investigation concluded

I there had been no police miscon­
duct and closed the inquiry.
However, an official from the
police ombudsman has an­
nounced that anew investigation
has been launched. Eye Spy
understands this follows fresh
allegations that securityofficers
may have contributed to his death.

In the original investigation, no
I evidence was taken from aSpecial

Branch handler called 'Lenny'. It
was Lenny who allegedly made a
phone call to Donaldson which
resulted in him fleeing to Donegal
from his Belfast res idence. During
his time in Ireland, Donaldson
reportedly stayed in contact with
his handler. ABBC investigation
uncovered Donaldson had been
writing ajournal whilst living in the

Denis Donaldson

farmhouse - this was recovered by
police. However, police who
worked on the first investigation
were reportedly unaware ofthe
existence ofthe journal.

Donaldson's family believe Lenny
and the journal could hold vital
clues to who actually killed him
and why. Eye Spy believes the
journal could not be returned for
security reasons, but it seems
likely the police ombudsman
working on the new investigation
will ask to examine itscontents
and interview 'Lenny'.

CYBER DEATH
Chinese Intelligence Threads?

T
hefamily ofShane Todd, company - ofusing him to help
an American computer China secure high-grade intelli-
research scientist who gence. One aspect ofhis work
was found hanging inhis I involved Gallium nitride which is
home in Singapore last more powerful than silicone and

June, have called forawider can be used to improve computer
investigation. Authorities in and cell phone technology.
Singapore said his death was However, it is also being used in
suicide and produced anote that other areas such as weaponry,
he had written on his computer. advanced radar and electronic
Not so, say his family who believe warfare systems.
Todd was murdered.
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House Intelligence Committee had believe the suicide note was
recently accused ofhaving written by the computer worker.
intelligence links. Fearing forhis
safety, he made contact with his An autopsy report stated 'death by
family back inAmerica and even asphyxia', but it failed tomention
told them what to do if he went bruises and abump on Todd 's
missing. Shortly after, Todd head. Photographs were taken of
decided to leave the company and the body and analysed by aUS
head back toAmerica, but he specialist. Dr Edward Adelstein
didn't return. Afew days later his said the report and visual evidence
body was found hanging in his does not support the theory of
apartment bathroom. suicide. It is more likely he was

involved inafight and "garrotted."
The police reportedly told the Todd I

family that Shane had "drilled Just as relevant, at3.00am on the
holes" and constructed an night which Todd left the company,
"elaboratepulley assembly" in the analysts discovered his computer
bathroom. The Todds found no had been illegallyaccessed and
evidence ofthis - nor do they various data searches performed.

Todd reportedly learned that his
company was working with a
Chinese telecoms giant that the US

Todd feared his employer - a
Singapore government owned

6
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US Attorney Neil MacBride comment­
ing on the case said: 'John Kiriakou
betrayed the trust bestowed upon
him by the United States and he be­
trayed his colleagues whose secrecy
istheironly safety. In his own words
to the FBI, John Kiriakou called his
actions 'immoral' and the
potential damage done 'terrifying'."

Nasr was taken on 17February
2003 by the undercover team toa
US airbase in Italy then toGermany.
From here he was flown to Egypt
where he alleges he was tortured.

JOHN KIRIAKOU

Theoperationwas exposedafter a
number ofthose participating in the
abduction used their own cell
phones tocommunicate with
colleagues and US overseas
facilities. The data was recorded,
calls traced and Italian Intelligence
linksto the operation made.

This new ruling brings the total
number of CIA officers found guilty
to26.

• In February 2013, Italy's former
military intelligence service (SISMI)
chief Nicolo Pollari was sentenced
to10years inprison forhis role in
the affair. Pollari's deputy, Marco
Macini received nine years and
three other officers atotal of18
years.

Former CIA Officer Jailed
For Security Breach

J
ohn Kiriakou, a former 14-year
CIA veteran, has been found
guilty ofrevealingthe identity of

another officer. Kiriakou, who atthe
time was acounter-terrorism analyst
for a number of television news
programmes,was given a30-month
prisontermfollowing aplea deal.

After his admission, at least inpart
to the charges, Manning still faces
a long prison sentence.

Bradley Manning

rassment to the US Intelligence
Community, the US armed forces
and hundreds ofpolitical bureaus.
Battlefield reports, conversations
and commentary on diplomatic
meetings plus film footage ofaUS
helicopter attack that killed two
journalists. The film caused uproar
when it was broadcast, and in
court Manning said: "Theactions
ofthe crew seemed similar to a
child torturing ants with a
magnifying glass."

Former 515MI Director Nicolo
Pollari - 10 years in prison

receivedsix years. The three men
had previously cited diplomatic
immunity and in 2009 were
acquitted by alower court. Inthe
first trial and amongst those
convicted, was Milan CIA Station
Chief Robert Seldon Lady. He
received anine-year sentence. It is
unlikelyanyone ofthe officers will
serve time inprison, indeed, none
have ever set foot in court.
Similarly, it isbelieved several of
the team used aliases and their true
identities are not known. An
extradition order could be raised
but this too seems unlikely.

Itwas whilst
serving in Iraq
that Manning,
now 25, started
toaccess
computers used
by theUS
authorities to start
searching for
information. "This
I did because I

WW~1L9 wanted to spark
public debate about US actions,"
he said. "I thought these cables
were aprime example ofthe need
for amoreopen diplomacy."

al-Qaida. The operation involved
more thantwo dozen Langley
personnel including its former
Rome Station Chief - Jeffrey
Castelli , accordingto Italian
prosecutors. In the recent court
case, MrCastelli wasgiven aseven
year prison term whilstBetnie
Medero and Ralph Russomando

Once submitted toWikiLeaks it
was uploaded on the Internet and
soon highly sensitive information
started to be sourced worldwide.

, Some of the material was very
I controversial and caused embar-

BUDLEY MANNING
us Army Whistleblower
Admits Leaking Cables

A
nother three CIA officers
have been found guilty
inabsentia fortheir role
inthe 2003 kidnapping
of an Egyptian terror

suspect inMilan in 2003. Cleric
Osama Hassan Mustafa Nasr was
abducted by an undercover CIA
team on suspicion ofbelonging to

EYE SPY INTFLLiGHJCE MAGAZINE 64201.1 I

T
heman atthecentre of
America's biggest leak of
classified, secret and
diplomatic cables, has
pleaded guiltyto 10of

22charges ofmisusing classified
information. US soldier Bradley
Manning, an intelligence analyst,
accepted the prosecution case that
he had provided WikiLeaks with
the material, but denied another
more serious charge that he had
aided an enemy.

CIA STATION CHIEFS
The Milan Kidnap Fiasco
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Mokhfar Belmokhfar

The international intelligence effort to track and
kill one of the most dangerous men in the world

Belmokhtar lied to aplace he believed was
sale · he was mistaken . it was already

being monitored by the intelligence world

had armed forces have
reportedly killed Mokhtar
Belmokhtar, one ofthe most
dangerous al-Qaidacommand­
ers inthe world. His terror
franchise was responsible for
the recent coordinated attack on

the Ain Amenas gas plant in Algeria - an
action which resulted inthe deaths of38
workers. Interestingly, it also followed a
meeting between seniorBritish and Algerian
officials, including Sir John Sawers Chief of
M16, Prime Minister David Cameron and
Algeria's PrimeMinisterAbdelmalek Sella!.
Chad forces attacked Belmokhtar's camp in
the Adrar des Ifoghas mountains in Mali in late
February. Abdelhamid Abou Zeld, another al­
Qaida leader was also killed inthe fighting.

Following Belmokhtar's raid on the Algerian
gas plant, which isoperated by Bp, Norway's
Statoil and Algeria's Sonetrach, MI6 was quick
to identify other 'f1ashpoint areas ' in North
Africa. In late January, Britons still working in

the troubled city ofBenghazi, Libya, were told
to leaveimmediately. This followed receipt of
intelligence from inside al-Qaida inthe Islamic
Maghreb (AQIM). Aclear indication major
efforts are now underway to infiltrate many of
the dangerous organisations that operate in
this part ofthe world.

The warning was quickly followed by another
Foreign Office signal stating British nationals
should depart Somalia - also home tovarious
followers ofthe terrorist group.

The Ain Amenas raid was not entirely surpris­
ing. In recent months intercepted cell phone
calls and Internet messages (chatter) refer­
encing such facilities were evidence enough
plans to mount such an operation were being
formulated. However, with so many energy
targets foral-Qaida to select in this part ofthe
world, many employing contract workers from
the West, identifying and protecting any
single site is difficult. Nevertheless, the gas
field isonly 60 miles inside the Algerian-

Libya border, and the country itself is flanked
by Mali, Niger and Libya. Until recently, al­
Qaida has operated with near impunity in
these countries.

8 r- l- 42
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Adrar des IfoLMALI
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the Algerian attack. He was known inthe
intelligence world as 'TheUncatchable',
though associates in Mali referred tohim as
'Mr Marlboro' because ofhis prior involve­
ment in the illegal smuggling ofcigarettes. As
ayoung man he travelledtoAfghanistan and
fought during the end game ofRussia's ill­
conceived journey into the country. In the early
1990s, he returned toAlgeria and joined the
GIA (Armed Islamic Group), which brought
him to the attention ofFrench Intelligence. And

• forthe best part oftwo decades Parishas
NIGER despatched agents to monitor hisal-Qaida

activities.

TheAdrar des Ifohgas mountains in eastern
Maliwhere Belmokhtarwas killed borders

Algeria. Theregion has long been used by
al-Qaidaas a place to hide following attacks.

Theareaspans 100,000square miles

9

operation was launched tofree Allex. Though
the countries are separated by thousands of
miles, this action shows the inter-connectivity
ofthe terror groups. )ioo--
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One ofthese agents 'Denis Allex', was
executed inSomalia by terrorists from AI­
Shabab, this as French Special Forces began
attacking al-Qaida inMali and acommando

As reported inEye Spy 82, Mokhtar
Belmokhtar, one ofthe CIA's most wanted
men, was engaged inaprocess to unite
around adozen orso major al-Qaida fran­
chises which operate innorth Africa. In
December 2012, Belmokhtar left Mali,
according toareliable news source, to build a
terror organisation that would span the
Sahara.

EYE SPY IN r~

Belmokhtar, who once headed an al-Oalda
outfit called 'Witnesses inBlood' organised



DETAILED AND LENGTHY PLANNING

French troops tackle al-Oalda in the
Adrar des Ifoghas mountains

plane tocollect intelligence. Washingtonalso
joined the actionby providing air refuelling
aircraft toaid theFrenchAir Force. AI-Qaida in
Mali fled many towns as the fighting intensi­
fied, though the threat remains.

For one-eyed Belmokhtar tounite neighbouring
Sahara-region al-Qaida groups, he needed
such an attack to bolster his image. And
interestingly, CIA sources have told this
magazine hemay havesecured insidehelp at
the gas plant toperform theoperation.
Analysis of the attackseemsto support this
scenario, as the terrorists moved quickly and
purposelyto secure thesite and those
buildings used by Western workers. In an
Internet video message broadcast evenbefore
thesiegehadended, Belmokhtar saidhehad
assembled 40 fighters includingsome from
theWest. Theattack itself was led by
Belmokhtar's closest associate, Abdul
Rahman al-Nigeri. Hewas but oneofseven

The Airi Amenas gas plant is situated in a remote part of Algeria which sits on a known transit
route for al-Qaida. This made it a difficult facility to defend . The workers were actually

abducted from a site approximatelyone mile away and driven to the plant. There was a
genuine fear that the terrorists would blow up the facility - financially disastrous for Algeria.

Sixteenother gas production sites like Ain Amenas operate in the region

Belmokhtar's menace and the danger he
posed in theSahara was obvious. He was
responsiblefor numerous kidnappings and
terrorist actions throughout the 2000s and
earlier. In Mali he joined with various al-Qaida
elements and seized control of largeparts of
thecountry. Some of his associates disliked
the attentionsuch actions werebringing, and
last year infightingstarted inMali. The
situation was compounded when officialsat
the United Nations decided toact. Debate
followed and this almost certainly prompted
Paristo react militarily. Though thevast
majority of fightingtroops havebeen sourced
fromMali and other African nations, the
French Army too remains on the ground.
Britain despatchedanaval support ship, two
C-17 transport aeroplanes and aSentinel spy

~
-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Ain Amenas gas plant - atempting target in aperilous location

Twenty nine al-Qaida terrorists were killed in
the military operation to free the hostages and
retake the gas plant. At least four were
captured alive and have provided useful
intelligence to the Alger ian security services.
One of the dead men is known to have
partic ipated in th e attack on th e US
Consulate in Benghaz i last September.

sentence. Siddiqui,who
has feat ured in th is
magazine, is serving 86

years for various terrorist offences . She was
arrested in Afghan istan and on her person
were found numerous notes connected to

Rahman, dubbed the 'b lind sheikh ', was explosives and diseases. Also identified were
arrested fo llowing FBI investigations sites for attack, including the Plum Island
connected to the 1993 bomb ing of the World I Anima l Disease Center, New York. She has
Trade Center. He is currently serving a life consistently denied all the charges.

Algeria 's Prime Minister Abdelmalek
Sella!. His country has been engaged
in a long and bitter war with al-Qaida.

Eye Spy understands MIG will now
provide intelligence in an effort to

help defeat the terrorists

INTEL INSIDE
REASONS FOR GAS PLANT RAID

Speculation abounds why the pla nt was
attacked. Algeria had opened its airspace to
'French warplanes just five days earlier ­
allowing strikes against al-Qaida strongho lds
in Mali. One repo rt stated the terrorists had
de manded the release of 100 associates
being held in Alger ia, whilst another claimed
the hostage takers wanted the release of two
suspected terrorists - Aafia Siddiqui and
Omar Abde l-Rahman - both being held by
US authorit ies.

Some analysts claim the Algerian gas plant
attack was theresult ofFrenchmilitary
intervention inneighbouring Mali. Others say
the 'successful' attack is indicative of detailed
and lengthy planning. Either way, the ripples
fromthis outrage have resulted inextra
security measures being implemented at
dozens of similar facil ities in many countries.
As forAlgeria's immediateandforceful
response, Prime Minister Abdelmalek Sellal

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~defund~hiscoontry 'sa~ons.Fmfueffiw~ ,

many ofthehostages died as aresult ofthe
detonation ofSemtex tied around their waists.
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COURTESY: USAF/DOD MEDIA

2 February 2013: AUSAF KC-135 Stratatanker from RAF
Mildenhall, England, refuels aFrench Air Force Mirage 2000

as itprepares for operations over Mali
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Logo of AI-Qaida in the Islamic
Maghreb - AQIM

MR MARLBORO
AMillion Pound Activity

Prior to turning to terrorism, Belmokhtar,
operated a huge cigarette smuggling
operation - an occupationwhich earned him
the nickname 'Mr Marlboro', AI-Oaida
continues to raise money through such
activities, In 201 1 alone, it is estimated the
terrorgroup raised over £1 million,

Photo shows one
million Chinese
made cigarettes
concealed in a
concrete pillar
discovered by the
UK Border Agency
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Pentagon Press Secretary George Little discusses the situation in Mali and
US efforts to support French forces. A joint secret international effort was

enabled to find Mokhtar Belmokhtar - before he had the opportunity to unite
over a dozen al-Qaida franchises operating in the Sahara region

to 'Masked Brigade ', he carried with him
weaponry provided byassociates from
Benghazi and elsewhere. His knowledge ofthe
Sahara and an undisputed communication and
travel network madehim aformidable oppo­
nent. However, his determination intryingto
unite the al-Qaida franchises almostcertainly
led to his downfall if the ChadArmy statement
is confirmed.

different
nationalities
who died in the
resultant
counter-attack
byAlgerian
troops. And
interestingly, at

. . least one
Abdul Rahman al-Nlqerl Canadian

national (terrorist) was found amongstthe
dead.

To emphasise the difficulty MI6 and other
intelligenceservices have intrying to ascertain
the identify, the make-up and strengthof all the
small terror pockets operating intheregion, AI­
Nigeri was once part ofthe Algerian Salafist
Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC). This

group merged with AQIM afew years ago but
spearheads its efforts to raise finance by
kidnapping Westerners across Mali, Algeria,
Niger, Libya and elsewhere. It is almost certain
the gas plant attack was part of this endeavour,
but Belmokhtar could hardly have envisaged
Algeria's brutal response. Once the airattack to
regain the plant started, the execution of
Western hostages began, though anumber are
thought to have died as a result of 'friendly fire '.

INFILTRATION

Belmokhtar's 'image' had been bolstered by
events inAlgeria, especially amongst the al­
Qaida 'community' inAfrica and those
countries which straddle the Middle East. When

I he departed Mali in late2012, with members of
his group - al-Mulathameen, whichtranslates

Two years ago this magazine reported on an
MI6 al-Oalda infiltration operation which was
incredibly exposed in the US press due to an
intel leak Stateside. These types of operations
are most secret and have been providing
excellent intelligence leading to numerous
specific Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) attacks
targeting prominent al-Qaida commanders. For
yearsBelmokhtar managed to evade capture by
operating from Mali - acountry agencies such
as the CIA have found difficult to penetrate.
Once on the move and intent on meeting with
other franchise leaders to create his 'pan­
Sahara' organisation, he became vulnerable. It
was obvious that sooner or later he would
encounter a group that had been penetrated.
Similarly, the same al-Qaida groups now under
siege inplaces like Mali, blamehim fortheir
current disposition. They too might have had a
scoreortwo tosettle...

INTELLIGENCE INSIGHT
FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF BELMOKHTAR
Canadian diplomat Robert Fowler, who was
kidnapped by Belmokhtar in 2008 and held for
severalmonths, believed Belmokhtarwas one
of the most dangerous men in the world.
Speaking a few days after the Algerian gas
plant attac k, Mr Fowler said Belmokhtar's
hatred of all things Western is immense.
"Concentrations of Westerners,wherever they
are, are the likeliest targets." He also spoke of
Belmokhtar's admiration for one of the most
notorious al-Oaida operatives in the person of
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi . Zarqawi was an
infamous Osama bin-Laden follower in Iraq
who murde red hundreds of people and
uploaded films of his deeds on the Internet.

Perhaps mo re relevant, Mr Fowler said
Belmokhtar saw the Saharaas his playing field
and "does not fear death - he emb races
it." He described the terror leader as an
"implacable enemy."
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As if by amiracle, Kleinwachter survived. The
bullet had been deflected offthe windscreen
and then got lodged in his thick woollen
muffler. Badly shaken, he drove back home
and phoned the police. The assassin 's
abandoned car was found nearby soon
afterwards, and insidewere some discarded
Egyptian passports - an unconvincing ruse to
put the police offthe scent.

attempt on Kleinwachter. Parcel bombs were
sent tothe weapons factory in Egypt, killing
several personnel and injuringothers. Achief
Egyptian agent, who organised the recruitment
ofthe scientists, narrowly avoided aplane
crash, which killed his wife. Another was

I kidnapped from his office inMunich and
simply disappeared. And the daughter ofa

: scientist was waylaid and threatened by
Mossad agents as she walked home from her
workplace in Freiburg.

The story ofOperation Damocles is areminder
that the ongoing struggle between Israel and
Iran could next be fought out abroad, focused
in those countries from which the Iranians are

trying toacquire various products that are vital
fortheir nuclear programme. Iran isunable to
produce certain key materials that are critical
to both itsnuclear and ballistic missile
programmes. Export controls and sanctions
have made it difficult forIran to procure these
items from foreign suppliers, but Iranian
agents are trying hard to exploit black market
niches. For the record, Iran also has askill
shortage in working with speciality materials.

This is an international black market, one that
iscomprised ofmany suppliers from Western
Europe, including Germany, Austria, Switzer­
land and France, and elsewhere. As Mark
Fitzpatrick, an expert on proliferation at the

OPERATION DAMOCLES

Kleinwachter was just one ofseveral
targets who had been carefully selected
by Mossad forassassination. The

previous summer, the Israeli spy chief, Isser
Harel, had decided toeliminate anumber of
West German scientists, Kleinwachter
amongst them, who were helping Egypt to
build long-range missiles that were capable of
striking Israel. In the course ofthis campaign,
codenamed Operation Damocles, Harel
chillingly decreed that "thereare some who
were marked todie."

Other attacks, some deadly and highly
effective, had already been made before the

14

Loerrach - Swiss-German border. West German scientist DrHans Kleinwachter, who was
assisting the Egyptian rocket effort, was fortunate tosurvive anassassination here in 1963
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IISS(International Institute forStrategic
Studies) think tank in London, explains,
"Iranianagents look as far afield as they deem
necessary to findthecomponents, including
valves, electrical inverters, maraging steel and
carbonfibre that they require." Muchof this
illicit trade, he said, is thought to makeits way
through China, moved by asuccession of
front companies runby special units ofthe
Iranian Revolutionary Guards.

AHISTORY OF ACTION

Besides Damocles, Mossad has also
undertaken other, similar operations on
Western soil which provide amodel of

how its agents might try to disrupt this
procurement network. Attacks were carried
out against Western companies supplying
Pakistan with nuclear materials: in early 1981
a letter bomb exploded at the home, in

~Ye SP ~ eLL 81::""c MAGAZ NI:: 84 < 31

Erlangen, West Germany, ofHeinz Mebus,
who was acting as amiddleman inPakistan 's
nuclear procurement network.

And exactly twenty five years ago, in May
11988, Mossad executed acampaign against

Western companies that were helping Saudi
Arabia, Egypt and Iraq to buildalong-range
conventional missile, the Condor II. On 27
Maya remotely detonated bomb destroyed an
empty car in France that belonged toa
businessman who had links with the Condor
project. An anonymous caller told anews
agency that 'theGuardians ofIslam', an
unheard-of and supposedly pro-Iranian group
wereresponsible, but theattack in fact bore all
thehallmarks ofthe Mossad. Offices were
broken into and Ekehard Schrotz, a I~ding

businessman strongly implicated inthe
Condor programme, disappeared.

~

"...Iranian agents look as far afield as
they deem necessary to find the
components, including valves,

electrical inverters, maraging steel
and carbon fibre, that they require... "

Mark Fitzpatrick, International Institute
for Strategic Studies , London

15



Of course assassination isa last
resort, though it is not one from
which Mossad shies. In June 1980
the Iraqi scientist, Dr Yahya EI­
Mashad, who was instrumental in
Saddam Hussein's early nuclear
programme, was found murdered
in hishotel room in Paris. Threats
were made to French and Italian
companies that had signed
contracts to supply Iraq with vital
materials.

It is justsuchattacks thatMossad
could easily replicate. Any such
campaign in Western Europewould
beexecuted fromits European
headquarters, based in Paris.

Mossad would not only target
Iran's nuclear procurement drive
but also its efforts to sidestepthe
wider economic sanctionsthat are
currently devastating its economy.
Desperately short offoreign
currency reserves, the Iranians are
known to be making determined
efforts toacquire gold to replace
the dollar assets that sanctions
have deprived them of.

SWISS DEJA VU?

t is possible that Mossad 's
European operations unit has
already struck against Iran's

secret procurement drive from the
Western black market.

Itmay not be acoincidence that
one ofthe victims. nnecy,

• France, killings llil mber last
year, was ascientist. Sylvain
Mollier, the45-year old victim, had

16

access to information and
blueprints on high-purity zirco­
nium, which is used toproduce
safe fuel cladding forreactors.
While the Iranians coulduse other,
less safe materials as asubstitute,
zirconium would be indispensable
if they made adash forthe bomb
and used weapons-grade pluto­
nium from their reactors to do so.

It has been alleged that Mollier was
an Israeli target and had agreed to
pass blueprints on to another
victim ofthe shooting, Syed al­
Hilli, 50. He was atrained aero­
space engineer andcritic of Israel.

I
I However, what counts against this
theory isthat Mossad could have
eliminated such enemies inafar
more clinical way than cold­
blooded execution, forexample by
staging accidents and car crashes
along lonely mountain roads.

But the Annecy ki llings are
nonetheless chillingly reminiscent
ofthe story ofDr Kleinwachter,
who half acentury before so nearly
met his own grisly end at the
hands ofagunman who was
operating near the Swiss border
and who tried to make others look
responsible.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

RogerHoward is author of the
important new book - 'Operation
Damocles: IsraelVersus Hitler's

Scientists 1-67' (Pegasus
Books ) Seepage 69

Zirconium crystal bars. It ha
blueprints andinformatio
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ANATOMY OF ABIZARRE INCIDENT

H TIN LugerPOBfirearm. Choiceof weapon may havebeen a
deliberateanda calculated deception ploy

A
dated 80-year old
automatic Luger
P08 firearm
weapon was used

to kill Slyvain Mollier and Syed al­
Hilli, along with his wife and mother­
in-law near Chevaline, Lake Annecy.
AI-Hilli 's two daughters, aged seven
and four miraculously survived.
Initially it was believed al-Hilli was
the intendedtarget and the unfortu­
nate Mollier, who was passing on
his cycle was killed because he
witnessed the event. However,
French detectives havenow stated
that Mollier was shot first.

AI-Hiiii 's bullet-ridden car is driven away by police

17

Whilst this most complex and baffling
case may remain unsolved for years
to come, the 'usual suspects', will
always be blamed.

EDITOR'SNOTE: Ithas long been a
tradition toblame the Massad for
'deaths mysterious '. However, unlike
the 2010 murder ofHamas agent and
gun-runner Mahmoud al-Mabhouh,
where UAE police secured aplethora
ofevidence identifying an international

I conspiracy, the killing of AI-Hilli, his
I family and Mollier provides few clues.

In January 2013, French detectives
revealed they consider a "full-faced
helmeted motorcyclist wearing
black clothes," as the prime
suspect. The rider was seen by
former RAF pilot Brett Martin who
came across the crime scene.
Brett's description matches that

I
providedforby afarmer some four
miles away. But despiteapublic
appeal from thepolice, he orshe
has not come forward.

more seem very faraway from
being answered. But the crime
scene and circumstances, accord­
ing to Eye Spy sources, suggest the
explanation probably lies with the
men's work history. That both had
ties, albeit loose ones totechnology

I
linkedtothenuclear industry is
most unusual. As for Vinnemann, he
says he isnotrulinganything out.

French
prosecutor
Eric Maillaud
does not
believe
robbery was
the motive,
an indication

I no monies
or jewellery

I Witness - Brettwere sto en, M '
and acar- artln
jacking gone wrong seems
implausible. Nevertheless, all of
these factors may mask a darker
conclusion. Did the men agree to
meet inthe lay-by? Were they lured
there by athird party? Did the
gunman have an accomplice? Did
Mollier simply stop to rest and
interrupt al-Hilli who was already in
conversation with the gunman? Or
did al-Hilli park and interrupt Mollier
conversing with someone else? All
ofthese questions and hundreds

The AI-Hilli
home in Surrey

ing inthe UK, an unconfirmed story
he was placed under surveillance by
British Intelligence during the
second Gulf War.

Eye Spy researchers have examined
this shocking incident infull , but the
scale ofviolenceused (25 shots in
total werefired into the bodies and
vehicle) does not reflect the work of
aprofessional assassin...or does
it?This might have been the desired
effect. The choice offirearm also
seems unusual, if this was indeed
the onlyweapon used. Parts of the
gun, atype issued also tosoldiers
oftheSwiss Army inthe 1920s and
1930s, were recovered atthe
scene. Metal fragments were found
amongstthebrokenglass ofthe al­
Hilli 's BMW car.

Lt. Colonel Benedict Vinnemann,
who is leading the French investiga­
tion said: "Was the al-Hilli family the
maintarget? Was it not the cyclist?
We'retalking about someone whom
everyone says was agentleman,
but who istosay he did not lead a
double life? The family had travelled
totheLeSolitaire du Lac campsite
insant-Jonoz close tothe Swiss
border to enjoy aholiday. Itwas
their firsttrip to the region.

AI-Hilli moved to the UK inthe
1970s from Iraq after allegedly
falling out with officials from
Saddam Hussein 's government.
There are reports linking him toone
ofSaddam's nuclear programmes.
Another report claims he travelled to
Iran some years ago. Also originat-
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WOOTTON BASSETT PLOT
Three Britons Plead Guilty to Terror Charges

T
hreemen, includingRichard Dart, 29, a
former BBC securityguard have pleaded
guiltyto preparing orassisting another in
terrorism. Dart, aMuslim convert who

changed hisname toSalahuddinal-Britani, had
planned totravel with Imran Mahmood, 21 and
JahangirAlom, 26 to Pakistan to receiveterrorist
training. In 2010, MI5 unravelled the men's
intentionafter securing cell phone data. Addi­
tional evidence was retrievedfrom anumber of
seized computers.

Amongst proposed targets was thetown of
Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire. The citizens here had

for several years linedthestreets to honour
British armed forces dead as they were repatri­
ated. Other subjects discussed by themen
includedMI5and M16.

One message retrieved from an e-mail read: 'Yes,
yes...Wootton Bassett. If not that then all

I combatants. If it comes down tothis, it is that or
even todeal just with afew MI5 orMI6 heads'.
Prosecutors said this amounted totargeting.

Dart, Mahmood and Alom, aformerpolice
support officer, were due to face trial inApril, but
now face sentencing laterthis year.
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Secret Talks Fuel Release Speculation

ISRAELI Spy CASE he was secretly flown tothe United
States.

Abu Ghaith has featured inseveral
al-Qaida videos and iswidely
recognised as aspokesman forthe
terror outfit. In court the indictment
read that Ghaith urged people to
align themselves with bin-Laden
and promised to unleash another
attack on America similar to9/11.

Since 9/11 , the CIA has tracked
Abu Ghaith's movements in Iran. At
some point inthe last year orso,
Ghaith entered bordering Turkey
where he was identified and
arrested. It is not clear why he
travelled to Turkey.

Confusion surrounds the capture of
Abu Ghaith: some press outlets
report he was detained by
Jordanian security forces on 28
February 2013. Eye Spy under­
stands he was captured byTurkish
counter-terrorist troops and handed
toJordanian authorities. From here

OSAMA BIN-LADEN
9/11 Spokesman Arrested

S
uleiman Abu Ghaith, 47, one
ofOsama bin-laden's son­
in-laws, has pleaded not
guilty inaNew York court

on charges he conspired to kill
American nationals.Pollard 's Navy analyst photo

handlers, Rafi Eitan had hinted Mr
Obama could pardon him before the
end of2012 - thisofcoursenever
materialised.

President Obama said: "There isa
justicesystem that allows for
periodic review and the potential for
himultimately to be released."

President Obama and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu havediscussed
thecase of long-time spy

prisoner Jonathan Pollard, fuelling
speculation that he might soon be
released. Pollard, a US Navy
Intelligence analyst was arrested in
1985 forpassing US military
secrets to an Israeli intelligence
contact. In 1987 he was sentenced
to lifeinprisonand has remained
behind bars ever since, this despite
several campaigns by pressure
groups tosecure hisrelease.
Netanyahu, who actually visited
Pollard inprison in2002, saidit was
"timeforhim to be freed."

Pollard was granted Israeli citizen­
ship in1995 and iseligible for
parole intwo years time. After this
time he may well be deported but
his supporters want himreleased
now. One of Pollard's Mossad
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SVH AGENTS EXPOSED BY US INTELLIGENCE
BY PAUL BEAUMONT

German-based SVR spies accused of
securirlg NATO secrets for two decades

t 6.40am on 18October 201 1,
inadetached property in
Meckenheim, Germany, a
woman sat at her kitchen table
infront ofashortwave radio
connected toalaptopcompu­
ter. She was waiting fora

covert messagetobetransmittedona
selected frequency of5762kHz. In keeping
with the normal utilisation of thetransmission
mode, the MFSK20 Russian Intelligence
Multitone System, better known toradio
monitors as XPA schedule b Polytone, 46­
year-oldHeidrun Anschlag listened forthe
tuningsignal tostart.

XPA isusually astrong signal for atarget
receiver; my own notes made atthe time in
London describe the transmission as 'very
strong'.~



The Anschlags - both handcuffed and their faces blurred for legal reasons , arrive in court

For two minutes the tuning signal ran with its and almost 800 groups long whilst other
peculiar two tones that precisely toggle, I schedules, presumably aimed atother
followed by the usual rhythmic change of . Russian agents, were shorter with the usual
tonal frequencies as the sending proceeds into I 70, 100 or200+ groups being sent. Itwas

Badge of GSG-9

As the messagemoved past the 10 part ofthe
receivedsignal, the 799
derived from the 100kHz
figureofthe frequencies
used: 5762, 6962 and
7962kHz, the door burst
openand GSG-9troopers
entered theroom. The
speedofentry and the

Continued on
page 23

~

GSG-9 ARREST SUSPECTED SVR AGENTS

obvious by the sheer number ofmessages
forwarded on schedule bthat the recipient
was avery active spy forRussian Intelligence.
The schedule used by Heidrunwas transmit­
ted twice aweek on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
This lessened thechance that therecipient
would miss atransmission.

Heidrun Anschlag sat at herreceivingpost
listeningtothe musical-sounding tones. She
doubtless madesmall adjustments demanded
by the two toggling tones that allowed for
perfect transfer ofthe message. All the while

I she was oblivious ofthe German GSG-9
troopers readying themselves
outside the door toeffect anoisy and
violent entry.

the ident, the 'ready stage' and the actual .
message text. The message text consists of
groups offive tones, each value separatedby
40Hzand each being aparticular numeral, or
insome cases an administration tone with
other uses necessaryforthe bespoke
decoding programmeto use.

President Hans-Georg Maasenof Germany's BN (Bundesamt fur
Verfassungsschutz), or Federal Office for the Protection of the

Constitution. The BN is Germany's domestic intelligence service and
can be compared to MIS, Its headquarters are in Cologne though it

operates several satellite offices, including in Berlin

Onthe day inquestion, there were 777
groups, plus threeadmingroups at thestart of
themessagegroups that were not included
withinthe count. The initial messagestarted
799 1 0021700777 93067 followed by 777
five figuregroups ofwhich the last was
64746. Thetransmissionduration was 10
minutes 26 seconds forthe actual group
count of780 to be sent.

For some weeks the messages on this
schedule were particularly large, 500, 600+
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Guillaume's Die

"Guillaume's exposure
and Brandt's resignation

were disastrous..."
Stasi Director Markus Wolf

Just as fascinat­
ing, MI6 agent
and former KGB
archivist Vasili
Mitrokhin - who
supplied a huge
number of
documents to
London, said the
KGB wanted the
Stasi to pull
Guillaume out,
because Willy

Aussage Brandt was a
"friend of Moscow" and they "wanted
him to stay in power." Indeed, because
of his attempts to foster better relations
with the East, he was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1971.

STASI END GAME
8 April1974 • West German
ChMceIIor Willy Brandt (left) walks
withhisclose aide GlIIterQJiIIalIne
aD1gsIde railwaY sidngs in
Niedersachsen, (West Germany). At
thismoment Brandt hadprobably
been Informed hisassociate was aStasI spy, for on
24Apri1 Guillaume was arrested.

On 8 May, thepolitical pressure on Brandt was
growing. Knowing hispartyhad a 'spyinthecamp'
Brandt felthehad rdtle option butto resign as
Chancellor, though heremained inpolitics until1987•

As for GuillalUDe, hewasgranted immunity from
furtherprosecution fOllowing unification, butto the
surprise ofsome Intel watchers, gave sllflPOl'tive
evidence to theprosecution Inthe trial ofhisformer
spymaster...Markus Willi.

When he returned to East Berlin he was
greeted as a hero, and thereafter
continued to work for the Stasi in field
tradecraft train ing. In 1988, he wrote his
fascinat ing biography Die Aussage (The
Statement).

A RETURNING HERO

Democratic Party. In later years, he also
became a very close aide to Brandt
which was a triumph for the Stasi.

Stasi spy chief Markus Wolf later
explained that Guillaume 's exposure
and Brandt's resignation were consid­
ered disastrous. It was conceived
Guillaume would rise through the
political ranks further, or at the very
least, be central to the goings-on at the
highest level of West German politics,
and similarly have access to NATO
intelligence.

Guillaume received a 13-year prison
term, whilst his wife, Christel received
eight-years behind bars. Both were
freed following a spy exchange in 1981.

His days as a top agency man were
numbered when his association with the
spy agency was exposed in 1974. In the

I resulting scandal , Brandt felt he had
little option but to resign.

Guillaume ,
born in
1927,
became a
Stasi spy
after the fall
of Hitler 's
Germany.
Moving into
politics in
West
Germany
he became
a centra l
figure with
the Social

~

Potschke represented several key Stasi
agents and officials, and even a few
characters attached to the KGB. His
highest profile case was that of Gunter
Guillaume , an associate of former West
German Chancellor Willy Brandt.

ALLEGED SVR SPIES REPRESENTED BY
LEGENDARY GERMAN SPY LAWYER

T
he Anschlags are being
defended in a Stuttgart
court by Horst-Dieter
Potschke, 73, a solicitor
affectionately nick-named
'lawyer to the spies '.

Following the collapse of communism
many former Soviet-bloc countries
decided to search out spies loyal to
Moscow, and in East Germany this was
no different.

EVE S V t'ofloLLIGENCE MAGAZINE 84.0 \ I
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TRUE IDENTITY OF 'PIT' AND 'TINA' MAY NEVER BE REVEALED,"

G
erman prosecutors say the
Anschlags received around
£80,000 a year for their
services , yet only one
contact man who allegedly

helped the couple has been identified
and named.

Addressed in court as 'Pit' and 'Tina',
the true identities of the Anschlags are
not yet known , though Eye Spy believes
their real forenames may be Sasha and
Olga.

The Anschlags home in
Meckenheim, Marburg

Uploaded on H Fe b 2010
~ankutl in B..,.m

Perhaps in keeping with modern tech­
nology, the two spies, who seem to have
been trained in old spy tradecraft (which
on many occasions is preferable) , did
use You Tube to communicate mes­
sages using the name Alpenkuh1 ­
Alpine Cow 1 (see image left).

evident they may have been in contact
with the SVR spy ring in America, for as
Paul Beaumont revealed, "Anna
Chapman used an identical polytone

! mode to communicate," (see below).
This could also have betrayed them
once the FBI and CIA probe was
underway. As for contact with Moscow
Central , this was made twice a week by
radio.

RUSSIA-AUSTRIA-MEXICO-GERMANY
The Anschlags winding road to West Germany

'Anna Chapman used an identical polytone
mode as the Anschlags to communicate"

Much of their
focus was on
NATO, a fact
which has con­
fused some
commentators, but
the Anschlags were
planted at around

I the time of German
unity and the
collapse of the
USSR. Andreas was
the first to arrive in
1988 - one year
before the Berlin . . . . . . .
Wall fell - and this could be significant. .

I Two years later he was joined by his
'wife' Heidrun.

0. -..

Another interesting
fact concerning the
Anschlags - they had
a daughter. She
reportedly is oblivi-
ous of her parents
spying activities.

It seems likely the
. Anschlags received

one batch of papers
a month from their

1.604 Dutch contact.
. c p a However, we are yet

"'.. .~ ~ ... .. to learn if the spies
had other liaisons in
Europe but it seems

Failed SVR spy
Anna Chapman

YouliDD Alpeolwh'

The BN believes that for over 20 years
the couple have sought to prepare
research papers on intelligence, security

and political
happenings
in the West.
They
attended
various
meetings
and lectures
which
covered
politics,
military
locations,
newemerg­
ing tech­
nologies
and the

West's attitude towards Russia. All the
while they made contacts with many
people in the academic, security,
political and technological world.
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PATRIOT MMfl
Continued from page 20

surprise at being caught red-handed caused
Heidrun Anschlag tofall from her stool ripping
the earpiece connection from the radio
receiver. This inturn flooded the room with the
melodious sound ofthe scheduled spy
message she was receiving.

At this very moment, the simultaneous arrest
ofher husband, Andreas, 52, was made
elsewhere. A full NATO Security Council meeting in Brussels . It is possible that the

Anschlags may have attempted to secure information from NATO contacts
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Unfortunately forGerman Intelligence, the
Anschlags destroyed hundreds of incriminat­
ing documents before they were arrested. This
has led analysts to believe the married couple
were inthe process of fleeing toRussia ­
probably as aresult ofthe collapse ofthe US­
based SVR spy ring.

As reported inEye Spy, athird arrest was
made six months later on24 March 2012. A
Dutch Foreign Ministry official (diplomat),
identified as 'Raymond P' was suspected of
passing 500 sensitive documents tothe
Anschlags forforwarding totheir Russian
handlers. We understand these documents

E (E sr-v , ~c I ,ENCE MAGAZ;N~ 84 I.v I

hold details on the German armed forces,
European Union policies and NATO matters.

Shortly after the arrest ofRaymond Pcame
the cessation ofnull transmissions on the XPA
b schedule that had previously targeted the
Anschlags with extremely long messages. One
message, sent at0520z on 7June 2012

I
simply read '101 0000869200001 00000
10140' giving only ahint that the recipients
would no longer be receiving further mes-
sages.

Raymond Phad apparently held adiplomatic
post at the Embassy ofthe Netherlands inthe
Turkish capital Ankara. Not long after he was
recognised by journalists as 60-year-old
Raymond Valentino Poeteray. His alleged
motivation was debt.

Poeteray, who previously worked the Dutch
Consulate inHong Kong, denied the charges
atahearing in 2012. But interestingly,
intelligence officials have already begun

Embassy of the Netherlands, Turkey.
The Anschlags alleged contact

worked here

questioning some colleagues who worked
with him in Hong Kong.

INTELLIGENCE COOPERATION

I Thearrests arealmost certainly linked tothe
I collapse oftheSVRspy ring intheUSA. It

seems evidence secured by the FBI (Operation
Ghost Stores) and CIA connected atleast two
ofthe US-based agents with the Anschlags.

~
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This was given to Germany's BN (Bundesamt furVerfassungsschutz), the
country's domestic intelligence service: perhaps more specifically to
Directorate 8 which is responsible forcounter-espionage. Officers from the
BNand BKA (Bundeskriminalamt orFederal Criminal Police Office) worked
on the case - a reason GSG-9 - which falls under the authority ofthe
police, were involved inthe arrests.
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-'
-'
LU
r./)

co
::>
a:
>-
LU
a:
u...
u...
LU-,
W
za
:I:
CI.-
LU
I-
::;
-'
LU

t:i:
(f)

~
::>
LU
(f)

::>
2:
-'
<t
i=z
LU
0
u=;
LU
a:
CI.-
0
a:
a
u...
0
-'
<ta:
LU
t!J
I'-'
LU

'"U
<ta:
(f)

Z
Z
LU
I-
c:r;
a
I-a
:I:
CI.-

24

Anna Chapman 's band ofspies were exposed by Russian intelligence
officer Alexander Poteyev (see sidebar feature opposite). However, Eye Spy
understands the Anschlags had also been indirect contact with the US­
based SVR spy ring. Similarly, Chapman 's communications used an
identical polytene mode like that ofthe Anschlags to communicate.

On searching the Anschlags Meckenheim home, police discovered all the
trappings ofespionage. Items recovered included asatellite phone,
shortwave receiver, computer with bespoke programmes, details ofdead
letter drops and tennis racquets modified as concealment devices.

Return communications tothe Anschlags Russian handlers were thought
to have been made via the satellite phone. This certainly explains the rather
strange practice Heidrun had adopted ofwalking inher garden inwinter.
She was infact making phone calls and sending coded text messages via
the satphone. The couple also made concealed and coded returns via You
Tube, Heidrun using the moniker 'Alpenkuh1' inthe comments fields.

The trial ofthe alleged Russian spies commenced in Stuttgart, Germany on
15January 2013. And despite agreat deal ofevidence exposing their
estimated 23 years ofactivity, the Anschlags remain tight-lipped. Eye Spy
understands that many ofthe documents secured by the couple were
routed through toBonn where they were routinely
collected by personnel from the Russian Consulatein
the city. .

~
~
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Whilst aguilty verdictisexpected, and could
result in aten year jail tariff, Eye Spy was
informed contact has been made between
Germany and Russiatoexpedite an exchange of
convicted German agents.

Most ofthe trial was heldin camera, although
some neighbours ofthe Anschlags have been
allowed incourt. Most believed the couple were
Austrians from South America and had accepted
them intotheir community. In1988, they entered
then West Germany on forged Mexicanpass­
ports but it is likely they are Russian citizens.

Little is known ofthe Anschlags true identity, and
they refuse to impart their real surnames.
However, in court they are referred to as 'Pit' and
'Tina'. Police sources believe they were paid
around £80,000 ($125,000) per year from their
Moscow paymasters, despite livinginamodest
home.

Whilst operational, German Intelligence is
convinced the Anschlags recruited several
agents; the securing ofNATO defence material
seems central totheir activityinGermany. NATO
isof course headquarteredinnearby Brussels.,

Interestingly,
President
Putin was

serving in the
KGB in

Dresden, East
Germany,
when the

Anschlags
arrived from

Mexico

LANGLEY'S FAILURES ARE KNOWN.IIITS SUCCESSES ARE NOT

25

spy ring in 2010. Poteyev, aBelarusian by
birth, was handed down a25-year prison
term, and had his rank removed.

MAGA71NE 8·, LO 3 I

f the CIA, President Kennedy
once said: "Its successes will be
secret and its failures
trumpeted. " He was quite rightof
course, and one couldassociate
this statement to the collapse of

the SVR spy ring and arrest ofthe Anschlags.
Yet there is athird element to this most
as inating spy case- the escape from

cow of US intelligencecontact man
a lexander Poteyev.
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team were detained by FBI counter-espionage
officers.

Poteyev, an Afghan war veteran, and reportedly
adeputy headoftheSVR's SDirectorate, was
now atrisk. The exact circumstances ofwhom
alerted theUS intelligencecontact man are
unclear, but hequicklydeparted an office
meetingand made his way to Moscow's
Belorussky railway station. In court, Poteyev's
daring journey out ofRussia read likeaspy
thriller. First to Belarus, then on tothe Ukraine
and finally Berlin. At some point along his
journey he secured afalse US passport,
probably from aCIA liaison inGermany and
flew tothe United States.

The judge also heard from other members of
the defunct spy ring. Some claim Poteyev
asked to meet inplaces they felt unsafe; others
saidthe communication equipment provided by
himwas "unsatisfactory. " Eye Spy believes
Poteyev had been underUS control since 1999.

26

Journalists inMoscow haveof course contin­
ued to report on events and additional informa­
tion regularly surfaces. It is believed Poteyev's
wife, Mary, drove himtotherailway station
wherehesaidhe wastakingatrainto attend a
business meeting. And ltwas theday after he
departed that she receivedthis text: 'Mary. .. try
to take this calmly. .. I'mleavingnotforsome
time, butforever. I didn't want to, but I had to. I
will start mylife fromscratch and willtryto
help the children '. His adult childrenwereof
course already inthe USA.

Hours later, after Poteyev failed toturn up for
work, the FSB and police began searching for

I him.

I Interestingly, and evidence ofhis spy tradecraft
training, Poteyev had created aclever cover
story tomask his flight tofreedom. He told
seniorassociates that he had agirlfriend in
Odessa, Ukraine, who had given birth to his
child. Arriving in Belarus, hemanaged to obtain

THE BLAME GAME
APoor Craftsman

Always Blames His Tools

SVR spy Richard Murphy (left) and agent
controller Christopher Metsos in Queens,
New York City. Many of the SVR spies
allegedly outed by Poteyev complained that
locations chosen by their handlers in respect
of meeting points , were not good enough.
However, the evidence secured by the FBI
does not reflect poor tradecraft, on the
contrary, many contact po ints were
described as "excellent." Some FBIanalysts
and surveillance officers did say it was the
operatives themselves , who often seemed
unsure in respect of commun ication

apassport inadifferent name, purchased a
trainticket to the Ukraine and made haste for
the relativesecurity ofthe German border.

That Poteyev isthe primary source ofthe
intelligencewhich ultimately led tothe downfall
of the Anschlags seems evident.
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IRFAN KHALlD, IRFAN NASEER AND ASHIK ALI
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were also foundguilty ofmanaging aterrorist
training pipeline to Pakistan where they sent
young men to receive guidance from senior
terrorists. At one point the group comprised of
11 members, though Eye Spy understands it
was almost certainly larger. Sixpeople have
already pleaded guilty tovarious terrorist­
related offences.

The terrorist outfit was infiltrated by MI5 and in
conjunction with West Midlands Counter
Terrorism Unit (WM CTU), they were placed
under surveillance. For several months officers
watched as they collected thousands of
pounds inthe Birmingham area using plastic
containers bearing the names and logos of
legitimate and respected charities, including
Muslim Aid. In Leicester, two other gang
members, Rahin Ahmed and Mujahid Hussain
collected more money. Nearly all ofthe cash
was funnelled into an account under the name
ofRahin Ahmed. He was filmed making a
deposit and has already admitted his guilt.

);0>

hree Britons have been found
guilty in connectionwith an al­
Qaida plot that was intended to
kill thousands ofpeople. Irfan
Naseer, 31 , Irfan Khalid, 27 and
AshikAli from Birmingham used
abogus charity collection

scheme to help finance the operation, which
involved detonating atleast eight rucksack
bombs simultaneously in crowded areas. They

MI5 thwart al-Qaida gang plotting
worst terrorist atrocity since 9/11

OPERATION
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COURTESY: MI5/WEST MIDLANDS POLICE CTU

The gangused thecover of legitimate charities to secure fundsfor itsoperations which included terrorist training overseas. By
nowof course, the men 's activitieswere being monitored by MI5 and West Midlands Police surveillance officers

However, Ahmed lost £9.000 inabad
investment thus looked to secure loans from
banking and money-lending companies - he
was denied. On one occasion, he sought to
secure over £30,000 simultaneously from
different branches ofBarclays Bank - he was
unsuccessful again.

Besides paying forthe terror operation and
training, atleast part ofthe cash was intended
to be used tofund a local dewah centre, a
shop where people could learn more about
Islam. However, the group was going to use
this as afront operation to recruit more
members and manage the plot. One operative
was recorded saying thiswas "abeautiful
cover."

Naseer, achemist and Khaleed spent two
periods oftime atterrorist training camps

including one inWaziristan. They had keenly
followed the lectures of senior al-Qaida man
Anwar al-Awlaki and collected dozens of
videos featuring the terror leader. Interestingly.
al-Awlaki was killed by aUAV strike shortly
before the Birmingham terror cell leaders were
arrested in September 2011 . At one ofthe
camps they received guidance on how to
manufacture poisons, explosives and build
improvised explosive devices.

And it was also inthis month that MI5 secured
damning evidence that prompted Counter
TerroristCommand toact.

In three days in mid-September the trio started
to experiment with homemade explosives and
chemicals at Ali 's ground floor flat. However,
MI5 and police surveillance officers had been
watching the men's every move and noted the

places and areas
where they gathered.
Just as important,
officers identified
the gang's vehicles
and where they
were parked.
Listening devices
and carefully
placed cameras
helped analysts
determine the
nature ofthe plot. The gang
purchased asports-injury cold pack - though
they were more interested in its chemical
content. The men believed it contained ammo­
nium nitrate. Asmall clock was also purchased
to be used as atimer. Another purchase also
interested MI5 - large curtains toshield their
experiments from the outside world. )0>
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UNDER SURVEILLANCE: Whilst away from his first floor flat in Birmingham, MI5 undercover officers
entered the apartment of Ashik Ali and placed listening devices in a number of.rooms
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"Thegang were very critical ofthe 7/7
bombers for not killing enough people..."
Marcus Beale, Assistant Chief Constable WMP
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would "outdo" their associates and using eight
strategically placed rucksack bombs would kill
many people. To compliment the bombs, the
men also discussed using assault guns to kill
people. Naseerboasted heknew whereto buy
grenades and such weaponry. Thisaspect of
the operation was reminiscentof the2008

COURTESY: MI5/WEST MIDLANDS POLICE CTU

Left: Asyringe which MI5 believes could have been used to extract orinsert liquid
components. Right: Clock intended for use as a bomb detonator timer

The security services recovered this burnt note which the prosecution described as a
"blueprint for a bomb. " The primary components have been blacked out by police

Recorded conversations of the men discuss­
ing the London 7/7 attack in2005 which killed
52 people made forgrim listening. One man
said not enough people had died and that the
bombers shouldhavewrappedtheir devices
with nails. Thus they weresatisfied thattheir
recruits, some acting as suicide bombers,

• Irfan Naseer tried
to mainta in the
"practical joke"
scenario by admit- .
ting he deliberately
circu lated a rumour
that he was working
for Pakistan's Inter­
ServicesIntell igence _
Agency (lSI) , but quietly claiming an
"affiliationtoal-Qaidaand the Taliban." However,
the judge at Woolwich Crown Court disagreed,
and ca lled him a "skilled bom bmaker and
explosives expert. "

INTEL INSIDE

• Both Naseer and IrfanKhalid aresaid to have
made martyrdom videos wh ilst overseas at a
terrorist training camp. These would have been
released by al-Qaida following the ope ration.
Khalid refused to giveevidence in court.

• MISand WM CTU produced 25,000 pages of
evidence inc luding hours of audio, visual and
physical evidence

• Ashik Ali was
found in possession
of around 150
extremist lectures
including many
featuring sen ior AQ
man Anwaral-Awlaki
(right). AI-Awl aki
had inspired many
people to join the
terror group.

• Naseer discussed the
sizeof thebombs which
were to be used. Hewas
recorded saying: "You
wil l probablykillabout 25 ~~~

peop le with a 1kg
bomb... probably injure
about 50 or 60 more..."
When pol ice raided his
house they discovered
several terrorist training manuals and a copy of
TheAnarchist Cookbook. An examination of his
Internet searchactivity on hiscomputer revealed
he had consistently searched for informationon
home-made manufactureof explosives.
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MI5 SURVEILLANCE:
Irfan Naseer and Irfan Khalid are greeted at

Birmingham Airport by Rahin Ahmed (far right)
after their second journey to anAO training

camp in Pakistan

Mumbai attacks which resulted in164 deaths.
Another plot was also discussed - inthis case
deadly poisons would be manufactured in
soap bars and door handles coated with
similar mixtures.

Though the security services have not
revealed the attack locations, shopping
centres and places where large numbers of
people congregate are known tohave been
identified. What was not known was when.
MIS believe the attacks could have been readied
in but afew weeks ordelayed fortwo years.

At midnight on 18September instructions
were given toarrest the three leaders. Perhaps
fortuitously, the men were detained travelling
together in avehicle after they had spent days
experimenting with bomb-making.

Over 400 personnel had been involved inthe
operation, code-named Pitsford, and resultant
investigations left police in no doubt the plot
was both valid, feasible and if performed
properly, would have had the potential tokill
thousands ofpeople. That the plotters, who
said in court it was "all ajoke," were serious,
isalso evidenced by the fact that a recording
noted they intended toproduce martyrdom
videos and "so much blood would be spilled
that you would have nightmares forthe rest of
your lives. " Khalid Ali said this was tobe
another "9/11."

EYE Spy INTE I IGENC- MAGAZINE 84 20;3 I.
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INTERNATIONAL

Just as al-Qaida in the Horn of Africa has
aUracted many followers, so too has it become
amagnet for men enticed by the lure of 'pirate
treasure'. Eye Spy examines the latest develop­

ments in the ongoing 'war' with thousands of
'international pirates'

ince 2009 and the launch of
Operation Ocean Shield
(OSS), NATO and international
counter-piracy and counter­
terrorist efforts, have drasti­
cally reduced thenumberof

attacks on ships sailing offthe Horn ofAfrica.
Despite this, pirates continue todisrupt some
ofthe world 's biggest shipping lanes,
including the Gulf ofAden. Here 20,000 ships
annually use the watersto reachtheSuez
Canal. Arecent maritime insurance report
estimates piracy inthe region is costing

carriers nearly $7 billion ayear inadditional
costs. This figure isdwarfed by monies used
to mount counter-measures such as the
Combined Task Force 150.

In a little over threeyears, NATO and other
maritime task forces have provided safe
passage and assisted astaggering 100,000
merchant vessels and successfully boarded
hundreds ofsuspected pirate boats, including
various 'motherships' which supportmenac­
ing fast boats. Avastnumber ofweapons and
explosives have also been recovered, and

several land hubs used by pirates and
terrorists alike have been destroyed.

Just as important, inthe Somali Basin, Special
Forces troops attached tothe operation have

I freed many hostages who are regularly used
to secure ransom money.

During the early stages oftheoperation,
dialogue and passive counter-measures were
deployed, but with many pirates backed by al­
Qaida sponsors, crime lords, and their
increasing use ofviolence towards merchant

Royal Marines from the Royal
Navy vessel RFA Fort Victoria
patrolling around 350 miles

off the Somali coast secure a
pirate boat. Seve irates

were arreste



© NASA

Mixed weaponry including automatic
guns and rocket propelled grenades
(RPGs) recovered from a pirate boat

In June 2012, one NATO intelligencereport
reported fewer pirate attacks, though warned

~
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Former D/CIA
and Defense

Secretary Leon
Panetta con­
gratulates the
commander of
Strike Group 3
after the US

• Navy success­
fully freed

several Iranian
sailors who were

being held by
pirates in the
Arabian Sea

COURTESY US NAVY/DOD MEDIA
I e, ~ 'teE.., JE 4

crews, NATOwarships and special helicopter
elements have beenforced to become more
aggressive. Nevertheless, and totheastonish­
ment of many commanders, thetiny boats.
manned by heavilyarmed pirates, continue to
brazenlysail out tosea toseek out their
targets. One maritime securityofficer who has
sailed dozens ofmissions inthe area told Eye
Spy, "many who participate inthe raids
believe it isagame."
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Commodore Michiel Hijmans , Commander of
Operation Ocean Shield and his Russian

counterpart - Commander Podkopailo
discuss operat ions in the Gulf of Aden

Inthe early stages ofthe piracy campaign,
many captured pirates were simply released
without charge, though weapons, boats and
other goods were retained. However, increas­
inglysome pirates are now being tried and
several have been put behind bars. Whetheror
notthis line of action will dissuade them
remains to be seen, though commanders in
the region are sceptical. ~

PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY: US NAVY/DOD/NATO/DAF

groups from al-Oalda, the evidence points to
the contrary: there ismuch inter-activity. Sales
offirearms, cargo, drugs and ofcourse,
ransom money paid by the bigger cargo lines,
has attracted al-Qaida tothe region. The
response fromthe intelligence community has
been to identify where such groups are
operating, their organisationandsupply
pipelines, and provide material supporttoa
number ofsecret Special Forces. Without
engaging fully with the pirates and terrorists,
ground-based operations do occur and
military operations have taken place. Surveil­
lanceunmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) are
being used ingreater number totrack and
monitor the pirates who will often travel
hundreds ofmiles.

"...despite some intelligence analysts claiming the
pirates are not engaged with groups from al-Qaida,

the evidence points to the contrary..."

the menace remained. As tothe actual number
ofships and crew members being held by the
thugs, NATO said seven ships remain
unaccounted forand around 200 merchant
shipmen are being heldhostage. However, this
seems aconservative estimate. In respect of
operational pirate boats, the data issomewhat
spurious, as it seems some pirategangs will
adapt andutilise avariety of boats.

Throughout the 21 st century, piracy has
increased in this part ofthe world, and the
rewards, especially prior toOperation Ocean
Shield, outweighed the riskformany engaged
inthistype of criminality and terrorism.
However, despite some intelligence analysts
claiming the pirates are notengaged with



The operation ,
headquartered in
Abu Dhabi and
Dubai, now allows
maritime officials to
monitor the ships
24-hours a day in re­
gional and interna­
tional waters.

HESalem AI Za'abi Should an incident
occur, security

officials now have the ability to reactquickly
and monitor the ship 's journey.

Some larger shipp ing carriers have opted
to utilise advanced satellite tracking
systems in vessels carry ing valuable
cargos. Indeed, in 2012, HESalemAI Za'abi,
Acting Director General of the UAE's
National TransportAuthority (NTA), said that
all commercial ships registered under the
UAE flag and carrying over 300 tons of
cargo would carry a tracking system. "The
new system will be installed on the remain­
ing ships , which are more than 850 and will
allow them to be constantly monitored," he
said.

SEA TRACKERS
AND SECURITY
B

esides utilising international military
protection forces in the region, many
shipping lines have sought to bolster

security by using armed civilian anti-piracy
teams. Similarly, additional measures have
been introduced, including making it more
difficult for pirates to board vessels. Water
cannons and even audible counter-meas­
ures have been utilised. The introduction
of better communication systems and more
secrecy in respect of routes and journey
times have given crews added protection.
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THE TIMELINE

The organisation's use of brilliantly cloned
passports is legendary, and itsagents continue
to operate globally under the protection of
foreign documentation. The most recent case
to draw international attention happened in
Dubai inJanuary 2010. Here nearly 30
Mossad officers and associates entered the
United Arab Emirates with false passports.
Their objective was to kill Mahmoud at­
Mabhouh, aHamas gun-runner code-named
FOX bythe Mossad who was travelling on to

t around 8.20pm on 15
December 2010,
former IDF soldier Ben
Zygier was found dead
inAyalon Prison, Ramie
(Tel AViV). He had
hanged himself inthe

shower using materials sourced from his
mattress. Yet so nervous was the Mossad
about the incident, details ofthe case have
only recently emerged. This has led to
numerous theories and speculation which have
only conspired to cloud further what really
happened toZygier; who he was really working
forand how he ended up dead inaprison cell
watched over constantly. Eye Spy has been
informed that his work forthe Mossad, orat
least part of it, was linked to passports and a
number ofactions based in Europe and the
Middle East.

security would be restricted. Maritime patrol
aircraft provide aconstant flow ofintelligence
and can guide ships tospecific areas where
suspected pirate boats may be operating.
Equally important, the aircraft can overfly
coastal areas where pirates congregate and
make camp.

• NATO isnot the only organisation providing
security to shipping inthis region. Several
Middle East countries, China and Russia all
have apresence.

Eye Spy was informed that the Horn ofAfrica
remains amagnet for those wishing tojoin the
pirate gangs. Evidence suggests thousands of
men continue totravel to the region from all
over the world, and this worrying trend isset to
continue. How long some nations can maintain
asecurity presence isdebatable, but until
harsher sentences are imposed for those
caught in the act, the rewards still seem to
outweigh the risks.

Ocean Shield counter-piracy
Commander Rear Admiral Natale

(second left) and his Chine se counter­
part Rear Admiral Li Xiaoyen (right)

Another important measure which has helped
deflect many pirate operations isan increase in
air reconnaissance flights. Intelligence officials
recognised very early that the area where pirates
operate isso vast that without air support,
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By October 2012, NATO reported pirate attacks
were again on the increase, probably because
the monsoon season was coming toan end.
Intelligence gleaned by various participants in the
security operation showed pirates were engaged
invarious attacks inthe Gulf ofAden, Indian
Ocean and Arabian Sea. However, besides
navigating around many ships deployed inthe
security operation, pirates are also having to
tackle merchant ships that now carry armed
guards. And ofcourse, many vessels have better
communications and their own countermeas­
ures. In this month, three major attacks were
repelled by civilian maritime securityteams.

COURTESY: US NAVY/OPERATION OCEAN SHIELD



another destination. This was achieved, but
UAE security personnel quickly learned ofthe
bogus international passports, including
Australian, British, and Irish. Amajor diplo­
matic spat followed that saw Ireland and
Australia expel Israeli Mossad embassy
staffers. Interestingly, however, in early May
201 0, David Irvinetheheadof ASIO(Australian
Security Intelligence Organisation) travelledto
Tel Aviv. The passport affair was the on the
agenda, but the death ofZygier was almost

certainly discussed. Eye Spy
believes four weeks earlier, ASIO
officers had met with security
officials in Israel to confront them with
"persuasiveevidence" in the form of
four forged Australian passports. ASIO
shouted "identity theft. "

And then, alittle over aweek after MrIrvine 's
visit, on 13May, Israel's Attorney-General
Yehuda Weinstein was contacted by an Israeli
civil rights group about Zygier. Legal advisorto
the NGO ACRI, Dan Yakir said: "Asituation in
which aprisoner ordetainee is held in isolation
from theoutside world, and certainly forany
length of time, isextremely dangerous."

InJuly 201 0, in responsetoquestions over a
'gagging' order issued inconnectionwiththe
case, MrWeinstein 's senior aide, Ran Nizri
said: "It isvital to prevent gravedamageto
statesecurity." Nizri , who has been promoted

Ayalon Prison, Ramie , Israel

David lrvine.
Director General
of ASIO (Austral­

ian Security
Intelligence

Organisation)
travelled to Tel
Aviv to discuss
the Mossad's

useof Australian
passports __-

- -~---

to Deputy Attorney General, didremark thatthe
prisoner's rights werebeing upheld.

REASONS FOR ARREST

It has been claimed Zygier was arrested
because hespoke to an ASIOcontact about
thepassport scam, but to be perfectly frank,
this is not one oftheMossad's greatest

I secrets. Former Australian Foreign Minister,
Alexander Downer, also rejectedtheASIO link
concerningthe Mossad's useof foreign
passports. "I suspect this is notthereason
[for his detention] it was something far more

Mossad and Kidonoperatives caught on CCTV as theyprepare to assassinate senior Hamas man Mahmoud al-Mabhouh in Dubai, 2010
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INTEL INSIDE
UNIT 15 AVALON PRISON
Ben Zygier operated in the name of Ben
Alon, BenjaminBurrows andBen Allen.He
wasaformer Israeli soldier andwas known
affectionately by his friends as 'Benji'.
Little is known of hiswork for theMossad,
but he used Australian passports to travel
to Iran, Syria and Lebanon. These
countries do not recognise Israeli pass­
portsand red flags would be raised even
if a British passport, for example, was
stamped with an Israeli travel permit.

Investigative reporter Jason
Koutsoukis (left) confronted

Zygier in early 2010 and asked
him directly if he was working

for the Massad. In an initial and
angry response, Zygier said he
was "not involved in any kind of

spying." Eye Spy believes
ASIO, at this time, was already
monitoring at least three Israeli­
Australians in connection with

securing passports

JOURNEYS AND SECRECY

Zygier madeseveral trips toAustraliaand may
havebeen part of awider unit whereby other
associates continuously travelled tothecountry
inan endeavour to secure new identities.Two
colleagues known as Paul Yand David Zhave
been referenced.

Australian Foreign Minister Bob Carr,
has asked Israel for more information

on the Zygi er case

Bob Carr, Australia's Foreign Minister, under
pressure to provide more background, said an
investigation has been launched into his
department's handlingof theaffair. Attorney­
General, Mark Dreyfus who oversees ASia 's
work, remained tight-lipped over suggestions the
Servicehad "exposed Zygier's identity." Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was
adamantthat Zygierhad not supplied ASia or
any other Australian intelligenceagency with
information. And herelies theproblem. Until it is

Mahmoud al-Mabhouh was assassinated on 19
January 2010, and Zygier detained afew weeks
laterinFebruary 2010. Whilst not wantingto
createyet another conspiracy theory, some
intelligence watchers believe this is probably
beyond coincidence.

serious than just sharing information with ASia,"
he said. One mediahouse reported that Zygier
had told ASia about afront company established
bythe Mossad in Italy. The intention here being
to export electronic equipment to Iran and Arab
countries. Was Zygier involved inthis endeav­
our?"For sure," an informed commentator told
Eye Spy.

Eye Spy understands thatan Israeli intelligence
official sent asignal toASia onoraround 23
February 2010 explaining that Zygierhad been
detained for "very serious crimes." Why ASia
was informed remains unclear, but here lies the
reason why many journalists believe Zygier had
madecontact withASia. And it is probably the
same reasonwhich has generated stories that
Zygierwas adouble agent. Thereafter, Zygier
was referred to inall communications as
'Prisoner X'. Just as interesting, on the 24
February2010, apress conference was held in
connectionwiththeal-Mabhouh assassination
and the use of false passports.

A few daysafter
ASIOchief
DavidIrvine
travelled to

Israelfor talks
with the Mossad

in May2010,
Israel's Attorney­
General Yehuda

Weinstein
(pictured) was

contacted by an
Israeli civil rights

group about
'Prisoner X'

Zygier was held in
total isolation and
great secrecy in
Unit 15, anautono­
mous building
within the Ayalon
Prison comple x
supporting justone
cell. It is believed
noteven theguards
knew of his occu­
pation . The cell ,

which wassupposedlysuicideproof,was
actually built for Yigal Amir, who assassi­
nated Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
(above) in 1995. This does give a little
insight into the seriousness of the Zygier
casefile.
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Following the Mossad's
use ofAustralian

passports in 2010, then
Foreign Minister

Stephen Smith said:

"The twocountries
willenter a cooling off
periodandintelligence

cooperation willbe
limited..."
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Attorney-General, Mark
Dreyfus (right) who

oversees ASIO 's work,
remained tight-lipped
over suggestions the
Service had "exposed
Zygier's identity." He

also ruled out an
inquiry into ASIO over

the spy death

NATIONAL SECURITY AT
HEART OF lYGIER CASE

There has been a great deal of specula­
tion in respect of why Ben Zygier was
arrested. It is very, very rare for Mossad
officersto find themselves inthisposition,
and incases ofminormisdemeanours the
organisation quietly pushes employees
out, sideways or asks them to retire. For
Zygier to be jailed and charged is an
indicationof theseriousness of thealleged
offence.

Some media reports say he spoke with
an ASIO official, but this in itself would
probably not have resulted in his arrest
and solitary confinement. Former
Australian Foreign Minister, Alexander
Downer, said whatever happened was
"something far moreserious." The police
reaction could only have been enabled
because he compromised an operation
or endangered colleagues; sold secrets
to a foreign country or revealed the inner
workings of the Mossad. At the heart of
the matter must lie national security.

. unconfirmed reports suggested Zygier was
operating forthe Mossad inSyria, Iran, Italy and

I elsewhere on illegally secured Australian
I passports. ABC said Zygier was arrested for

passing informationtoASia. The affair became a
I major underground media secret. But sooner or

later the case would enter the public domain.
What has happened on an intelligence and
political level between December 2010 and
2013, may remain secret foravery long time to
come. Following the Dubai assassination and the
Mossad's use ofAustralian passports, then
Australian Foreign MinisterStephen Smith said:
"Thetwo countries will enter acooling offperiod
and intelligence cooperation will be limited. " This
now seems to have ended and both countries are
optimistic about future relations. As for Zygier,
damage limitation isa phrase that comes to
mind, with neither the Mossad orASia wanting
tocreate more ripples.

It'sunlikely wewill ever learn of theexact nature
of Ben Zygier's work forthe Mossad. That he
was arrested on what seem to be very serious
charges isevident. His detentionwas known in
Israeli mediacircles, but perhaps not his true
identity nor thecharges. However, Tel Aviv, for
national security purposes, declared that the
case remainsecret. In 2010, one media website,
YNet (Yediat Ahronat - Israeli newspaper), did
makereferencetohis death, butthiswas quickly
removed. Editors agreed to refrain from investi­
gative reporting. However, inthe months that
followed, anumberof politicians inIsrael, aware
ofthehappenings, spoke out and eventually it
was agreed to allow limited press coverage.

second daughter. Both events may have been
playing on hismind.

Before this, Zygier and two other Australians,
almost certainly PaulYand DavidZ, had come to
the attention ofAustralian journalist, Jason
Koutsoukis in October 2009. Koutsoukis spoke
with Zygier on several occasions about his
alleged passport role withthe Mossad. Zygier
denied thespy charges, but interestingly,
Koutsoukissaid an Australian intelligenceofficial

I had informed himthat three Australians were
being investigated inconnection with espionage.
The contextofthis communication is not known.

I Zygier, and perhaps other Mossad officers may
have been compromised.

I

The story was also being investigated bythe
I AustralianBroadcasting Corporation (ABC).
I Leaks, sources, rumours and aplethora of

learned why Zygier was arrested byIsraeli pol ice
and the natureofthe charges, which inall
probabilitywill never be disclosed infull , much is
but pure speculation.Though Israel has released
a 28-page report into Zygier's incarnation, other
facts remainhighly classified and undoubtedly
refer to his workfortheMossad.

Several intelligence papersrelating to Ben Zygier
remain classified, but there isadetermined effort
by Mossad and ASia officials todraw aline
under thecase and cementrelations.All the
evidencepoints to asuicide: Zygier was ina
high-security cell monitored 24-hours-a-day by
surveillance cameras. However, theshower
cabinwas private. His legal case was still weeks
away from conclusion, but he was in good
spirits. Throughout his timeinAyalon Prison, he
was visited 50 times by hisfamily. Just afew
days before his death, he had 'celebrated' his
birthday and his wifehad givenbirthto their
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TER TERRORISM AND INTELLIGENCE

The face ofterrorism, the deliverysystem, plus
identifying possibletargets can be seen and
predicted in many cases - so too theenviron­
ment where terrorists thrive. However, what
happens when the securityservices are faced
with but asingle person carrying atiny amount
ofplutonium, oradetermined gang of scientists
capable of unleashing deadly pathogens intothe
air?

Since the end ofWorld War Two, thesubject now
described as super terrorism, was sometimes
referred to as ABC (atomic, biological and
chemical) intheintelligence world. By the
1990s, the termweapons of mass destruction or
WMD came into play. However, formany years
counter-intelligence/terrorist services have
created other terminology which also describes
elements that fall into the category - CBRN for
example(chemical, biological, radiological and
nuclear). These acronyms can be found in
various papers discussing 'unconventional
advanced terrorism' orUAT.

EYE SPY INTELl'GENCE MAGAZINE 84 2013

Various elements fall into super terrorism
including:

Radlologlca1 (nuclear, dirty bombs)
Biological
Chemical
WMD (weapons of mass destruc­
tion)
Toxic poisons
Diseases (Infections)

Each of thesecategories can then bedivided
again to includespecific topics, forexample
smallpox, bird flu (H5N1)thatare contained
within diseases. Biological 'weapons'
include - toxins, bacterial agents and a
plethora of deadly viruses and strains such
as anthrax, plague, typhoid fever, tularemia
and brucellosis. Many ofthese diseases

I
are difficult todetect and combat. To
properlyexamine all the elements and their
powerful potential is impossibleinsuch a

I
short overview, but some ofthe primary
subjects canatthe very least be identified.

One major concern over thelast two decades
has been the smuggling and trafficking ofnuclear
materials. Despite international efforts tocombat
the movement and collection of radioactive
products, this underground activitycontinues.
Those engaged in such acts recognise that the
most likely end buyer will be involved with
terrorism orserious crime. Obviously they must
source the material, seek out middlemen and
transport ordeliver the product, but ina
shrinking and financially insecure world, the
possibility that sooner or later nuclear materials
will fall into the wrong hands isadistinct
possibility.

Analysis of radioactive smuggling cases makes
foruncomfortable reading, and each year new
instances arise. In 2000 alone, securitydel­
egates from the intelligenceworld meeting inSt
Petersburg, were told that the FSB had received
nofewer than 500 reports ofpeople attempting
tosmuggle radioactive materials out ofRussia. A
year later German Intelligence arrested aman
who had managed to remove aphial ofpluto­
nium out ofanuclear plant without detection.
The crime was only uncovered when a routine
urine security check showed high levels of
radiation inhisbody. )0;0--

Aring of weapons­
grade electro-refined

plutonium
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Several scientific urban
dispersion tests have

been performed in
majorUScities to

determine the flow of
biological, chemical

and nuclear materials -
this in the event of a

terrorist attack

i known terroristassociations, thereis atiny risk
that atsome point inthefutureabomb, though
probably rudimentary, could yet be manufac­
tured .

That criminals recognisesome terror groups
remain intenton building such devices can be
found inarecent case file from 2009. Ukraine
security officers performed asting operation
Whereby two suspects whotriedto sell nearly

, 51bs of americium for $10 million, werearrested.
The radioactive material is used intheconstruc­
tionof smoke detectors.

MOSt counter-terrorism agencies are far
moreconcerned withthe production of
so-called 'dirty bombs' or 'suitcase

bombs'. These areeasier toconstruct, though in
respect of causalities or impact, they have
limited capabilities. Such devices consistof
radiological materials sourced fromthe nuclear

I industry or medical world (isotopes forexample)
I that are detonated by conventional means.
, Contamination ofan areawould follow, thoughit
! would be limited and dependentonvarious
II· factors, not least by thesize ofthe weapon and

its explosiveimpact.

WH ERE THE WIND BLOWS

More recently, ofcourse, the assassination of
Alexsander Litvinenko in2006 shows the
menace of radioactive material. He was killed
after drinking tea which had been laced with a
tiny drop oftheradioactiveisotope Polonium­
210. This must have been sourced froma
government controlled facility.

Thebuying and selling ofsuch materials has
been on-going for yearsand many large
intelligence agencies have dedicated desks to
monitor the problem. One case from 1994 aptly
reflects the secretwar with smugglers. Colom­
bian Justitiano Torres Benitzes, and two
Spaniards acting as middlemen werearrested in
Munich. Benitzes was carrying 340gms of
plutonium in asuitcase whichhehad secured
fromaMoscow source. German Intelligence
officersacting as buyers told him they wanted to
buildanuclear bomb, and offered Benitzes £170
million forthe material. In that year also, aCIA
team in Bogota, Colombia, seized 600gms of
enriched uranium from the home of Alfonso
Sandoval, an animal feeds salesman. Police
believe he was searching forabuyer and the
material was asampleused toattract buyers.

Materials and products such as recycled rods
and liquids, sometimes called 'atomic soup ',

Polonium-21 0 is a radioactive elementthat occurs naturally and is present in the environ­
ment at extremely low concentrations. Polonium was first discovered by Marie and Pierre
Curie in 1898 and is named after Marie's place of birth - Poland. Polonium-210can enter
the body through eating, drinking, breathing air or via an open wound.

Despite claims to the contrary, agreat deal of I have been soughtby terrorists foryears,
rad ioactive material still remains unaccounted for especially followers ofal-Qaida. Around 40
- much of it emanating fromnuclear and countries operate nuclear reactors, though only a
weapons plants that were targeted followingthe fractionofthesehave adequate security
collapse of communism informer Soviet-bloc measures according tosome analysts.
countries. However, to single out Russia as the
primary source would be unfair.

Sandoval explained that he had found it on his
farm, but investigators discovered the standard
of the uranium corresponded with that used on
Russian nuclear submarines. And the CIA
working with their FSB counterparts also learned
Sandoval had visited Moscow in1993.

________________ _ _ ___ _________ I Weapons specialists are divided over the levels
of radiation that would issue after detonation,
and though likened toaradiological dispersal
device (ROD), one ismore likely to be injured by
the actual explosion rather than suffer from
radiation. There is no doubt over its capacity to
be used as apsychological ordisruption
weapon, and any detonation inaconfined area

The likelihood ofany terrorist organisation i could prove problematic.
securing enough materials to build aviable bomb
isminimal. However, that has not stopped al­
Qaida explaining how it can be achieved. MI6
and the CIA both have retrieved pamphlets and
electronic media that outlines what is required
and how abomb is designed - and one need
look no further than the Internet tofind additional
information. Nevertheless, with countries such
as Iran and NorthKorea forg ing ahead with their

I nuclear plans, and theformer's contact with
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I
n2000, the United States allocated nearly $3
billiontowards its counter-terrorist pro­
gramme against abiological attack. The

decision was taken nearly two years before 9/11,
though may well have been influenced by
intelligence reports emerging from Afghanistan,
where at several al-Oaida training camps,
terrorists started toexperiment with viruses and
toxins. At the same time, an 80-year-old man
was admitted toaNew York hospital. He fell into
acoma after suffering abrain haemorrhageand
died. In the next few weeks five other patients
passedaway inasimilar fashion andafurther
50suffered symptoms (fever, headaches,
nausea etc.) experienced earlier by the dead
victims. Doctors urgently researched thecases
and identified an organism hitherto unknown in
America - the West Nile Virus (WNV) - a

E E SP en.L u.... .....E ~ I.;l i' E 4

mosquito-borne virus orendemic pathogen first
discovered inUganda in1937.

I What disturbed Washingtonwas aCIAreport
produced just months beforethe WNV outbreak,
containing comments attributed toSaddam
Hussein in Iraq. He had threatened to release a
new specially adapted strain ofWNV against his
enemies. In New York, doctors discovered that
the WNV was fatal only toelderly patients, and
announced it could not have been artificially
cultured. There was no connectionto Iraq.

In 1997, microbiologistLarry Harrispleaded
guilty to obtaining Bubonic plaguepathogens by
fraudulent means. He reportedly did it because
he wanted to 'wakeup' America tothethreatof
germ warfare. He also claimed Iraqi agents
smuggled Anthrax and Bubonic plague in
ampoules secreted intheir body cavities - and

delivered them
toassociates in
the United
States. None of
the claims were
ever proven,
but the reports
did cause
confusion and
fear.

Termed
Entomological
Warfare, the
use ofinsects

General Shiro Ishii as aweapon is
not a recent

development. In the late 1930s, thesecret
JapaneseUnit 731, headed by General Shiro
Ishii, cultivated billions of fleas infectedwith
Yersinia pestis (the bacterium which causes
plague). These were then inserted in porcelain
bombs foruse against Chinesecities.

A patient recovers from bubonic plague.
Below: A mass grave of bubonic plague

victims from around 1720

Utilising insects inabio-terrorism role tospread
disease has for decades been recognised by the
World Health Organisation, fromyellowfever to
typhus, these tiny creatures havepotential tokill.
But whilsteasy to source and transport,
cultivation isdifficult without scientific assist­
ance. Nevertheless, intelligenceofficials work
closely with health organisations and have
identified the major types. Besides mosquitoes,
tests have been performed on numerous insects
includingthe Sandfly. Leishmaniasis istransmit­
tedby one variant ofthe fly, and itsbitecan be
fatal if not treated. It is interestingto notethat
arthropods, insects, arachnids and crustaceans
makeup 90%of the animal kingdom and
researchers recognise that new viruses and
diseases couldoccur atany time.

Continued on page 70
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BY STEPHEN TAYLOR

GRm1KfN

He was Argentina's most notorious killer, and newly
declassified British Government Cabinet papers from

30 years ago have now shed new light on how the
capture by British forces of infamous intelligence

officer - Alfredo Astiz at the height of the Falklands
War - thrust Margaret Thatcher's government into the
centre of an extraordinary international custody battle
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Scotia Sea

20km

SOUTH GEORGIA

The story began inMarch 1982, on the glacial
island ofSouth Georgia, when the British
territory was seized by Argentine Marines
disguised as scrap metal workers, triggering a

I diplomatic dispute between Britainand

n 27 October 2011 the I Cabinet documents released under the 30-
infamous Argentine naval I year rule, it began not in Argentina but on the
intelligence officer Alfredo British colony ofSouth Georgia, 30 years ago,
Astiz was convicted and : when the British Government found itself
sentenced to life in prison I caught up inthe case ofthe man known and
forhis role inthe country's fearedthroughout his home country as the

exceptionally brutal 'Dirty War' ofthe 1970s, Blond Angel ofDeath.
during which thousands ofpolitical dissidents
were kidnapped by the military and simply
'disappeared'.

But the road that finally led tohisconviction
was long and tortuous. And, as revealed by
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The Tide class replenishment ship
Tidespring (Royal Fleet Auxiliary)

was designated to carry Royal
Marines to South Georgia

HMS Endurance - a Royal Navy icebreaker pictured in Portsmouth Harbour

ters and over 100 marines, Astiz, then a30­
year-old Lieutenant-Commander inthe
Argentine Navy, was posted tothe island to
help set up its defences should the hurriedly
assembled British naval TaskForce which was
speeding tothe South Atlantic tryto recover
the territory.

I
That feared counterattack came three weeks
later when the liberation ofSouthGeorgiawas
chosen as the first objective by the command-
ers ofthe Royal Navy's Task Force.

---- - - - - - - - - - - - - - --, (f)
:::::i
--l
«
a:
~

~

@

Argentina that within afew days exploded into
all-out war when the military junta inBuenos
Aires followed up its occupationofSouth
Georgia with afull-scale invasion ofthe
Falklands, nine hundred miles tothe east.

OPERATION PARAQUATAfter South Georgia's tiny garrison of22
Royal Marines under the command of
Lieutenant Keith Mills surrendered following a I Codenamed Operation Paraquat, the plan
brave stand against avastly superiorArgentine called foran SAS unit commanded by Captain
invading force comprising awarship, helicop- John Hamilton to be flown in toassess the

enemy's strength on South Georgia ahead ofa
British counter-invasion. But Paraquat got off
toadisastrous start when on 22 April, the
team's helicopters crashed in blizzard
conditions. Fortunately, there were no serious
injuries.

© GRIFFITHS
EYE SPY INTELLIGENCE MAGAZINE 84 20131

The Britishwarships HMS Antrim and
Plymouththenunleashed asustained
bombardment on enemy positions, covering
theinsertion of amixed forceofSAS and
Royal Marines, who were landed nearthe
capital, Grytviken. Demoralised afterthree
weeks on the bleak island insub-zero
temperatures, themain Argentine garrison
capitulatedwithout offering any resistance.

~
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1. Ascension Island 6000 KM
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forquestioning in connection with the
disappearances oftheir citizens five years
previously.

The British government now found itself ina
very awkward position. Although the Geneva
Convention forbade the handing over ofPoWs
toathird party, the Prime Minister couldn 't
afford toalienate the French government.

France had been Argentina's main arms
supplier and was midway through adelivery of
15deadly Exocet missiles to itsair force when
the Falklands crisis erupted. After apersonal
plea from Margaret Thatcher, President

ArgtmlilUl inVlld~ the
Falklands on Z April and
South Georgia on :t April 1982

CHILE

FALKLANDS ISLANDS
CONFLICT1982

A"Astizsays he will not surrender,"
Bicain reported back after talking to
him. "He says he will fight tothe
death." The British response was
blunt. IfAstiz would not surrender,
they would pu lverise Leith with the
guns ofthe frigate Plymouth.

When he was brought aboard
Plymouth tosign the official
surrender document, the British
officers who encountered him were
less than impressed with their
prisoner. "Acharmless man ...not to
be trusted," was the opinion ofNick
Barker, captainofthe ice patrol ship
HMS Endurance.

Recognising the hopelessness of
hissituation, Astiz agreed to lay
down his arms. But the British were
about toget ataste ofthe Argentine
officer's treacherous nature. A
rendezvous on afootball pitch at
Leith was arranged with Astiz to
accept his surrender, which he'd
booby-trapped with mines, hoping
to kill the British officers as they
crossed the pitch. Only the sub­
zero conditions, which caused the
mines' trigger mechanism tofreeze
up, prevented atragedy.

"Unawareofhis history at the time ofhis
capture, it soon became apparent that the
British had one ofthe most dangerous
individuals inthe Argentine forces," explained
William Spencer, ofthe National Archives.

But now Astiz's role in the Argentine military's
brutal repression ofpolitical dissidents during
the 1970s would come back tohaunt him.
And become amajor political headache for
Margaret Thatcher's government.

When news broke ofhis capture, first Sweden
and then France informed London they had an
interest inAstiz and wanted him handed over

"+

HMS Antrim (above) and HMS Plymouth
participated in Operation Paraquat.

Plymouthwas laterattacked (below) by
Argentine warplanes on 8 June

46

However, 20 miles away, atan abandoned
whaling station atthe port ofLeith, asquad of
14 elite Argentine marines under the com­
mand ofAstiz held out.

Lieutenant-Commander Bicain, captain ofthe
Argentine submarine Santa Fe, which had
been forced to beach itself hours earlier on the
north coast ofSouth Georgia following an
attack by missile-armed British helicopters,
was asked by his captors to establish radio
contact with Astiz and urge him to give up.
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President Francois Mitterrand

Francois Mitterrand agreed tosuspend
delivery ofthe remaining missiles tothe junta
until the cessation ofhostilities, and so it was
imperative that Paris remain onside.

As the diplomatic wrangling rumbled on, the
government ordered Astiz be separated from
the other PoWs taken on South Georgia and
sent toAscension Island inthe mid-Atlantic,
which was serving as astaging post for
British ships and aircraft.
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An Argentine naval Super Etendard and Exocet missile. Both missile and

warplane provided a multitude of problems for Britain's Falklands Task Force

The disappearance of French nuns
Alice Domon and Leonie Duquet

brought Astiz and his cohorts to the
attention of the intelligence world

Five years earlier, he was serving as an
intelligence officer atthe Navy School of
Mechanics inBuenos Aires (commonly known
by its Spanish acronym ESMA), the most
notorious ofArgentina's many clandestine
detention centres, where opponents ofthe
junta which had seized power in1976 were
taken to be tortured and eventually murdered. I

I In what came to be known as 'theDirty War' ,
between 1976 and 1983 atleast 11 ,000
people were secretly eliminated by the military
- most ofthem being drugged and thrown
from aircraft into the South Atlantic.

~

ESMA - NAVY SCHOOL OF MECHANICS

While Astiz was sailing north under armed
guard aboard the Royal Fleet Auxiliary oil
tanker Tidespring and the British Government
discussed just what todo with their trouble­
some prisoner, attention shifted tothe truly
heinous crimes he was accused of.

But Defence
Secretary John
Nott's MOD
advisors were
concerned
about the
legality of
continuing to
hold Astiz, as
one ofthe
released papers

John Nott makes clear:
'My Secretary

ofState's [John Noll] main concern, ' states
the memo, 'is that we have already steered
very close to the wind inour treatment of
Astiz - his custody on board ship isa breach
ofArticle 22 of the Geneva Convention... Mr
Nollfeels that the only course ofaction is to
get him offour hands as soon as possible. s

'-'co
co
@

*Part edited byEye Spy. Three paragraph title lines should read - Participants. Date &Place andSubject
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Presidents Reagan and
Mitterrand. It is probable a
word or two fro m the White
House resulted in French

cooperation regarding
weaponry sales to Argen­

tina, but London also issued
a warning to Paris

I r r- SPy iNTF LI -

The former headquarters of ESMA (Naval School of
Mechanics), Buenos Aires, was used as a major deten­
tion centre during the 'Dirty War'. In 2004 it became a

museum in recognition of those who had per ished

© ROBLESPEPE

But it was the case ofthree such
victims - French nuns Alice Domon
and Leonie Duquet, and Swedish
teenager Dagmar Hagelin - that
would bring Astiz to international
prominence.

The latter was mistaken by Astiz for
amember ofthe Montoneros, a
Marxist terrorist group which was
waging aguerrilla war against
Argentina's military, who shot her
duringacovertsurveillance
operation on 27 January 1977. The
wounded 17-year-old, who had no
connection with the Montoneros,
was taken to ESMA and never heard
ofagain.

Itwas thecase ofthe two French
nuns, Domon and Duquet, that
would arouse the greatest contro­
versy, however. They'd arrived in
Argentina atthe height ofthe Dirty War to lend moral support tothe
Mothers ofthe Plaza de Mayo, apressure group set up by the mothers
ofthose who'd 'disappeared' to campaign forinformation about the
fate oftheir loved ones.
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An unidentified
British military

officer is lowered
by helicopter into

a Royal Navy
submarineoff the

coast of the
Falklands during
the height of the
conflict. Below:

Argentine
weapons

abandoned at
Port Stanley



GUSTAVO NINO AKA ALFREDO ASTIZ

Two Royal Navy Sea Harriers from the carrier HMS Illustrious prepare
to land on the US Navy carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower

In December 1977, ayoung blond man calling
himself Gustavo Nino joined the group,
claiming to be the brother ofone ofthe Junta's
victims. Shortly afterwards, ten ofthe women
were abducted and takento ESMA, among
themthe two nuns.

'Gustavo Nino', it turned out, was none other
than Alfredo Astiz. It's believedthe nuns were
executed soon after. In 2005 Leonie Duquet's
remains, which were hastily buried by the
military after washingup onabeach soon
after she disappeared, were identifiedthrough
DNA tests. Doman's body has never been
found.

By 13May 1982, whilethe Falklands War still
raged, the case was starting tobecome a
political issue inthe UK, with questions being
asked inParliament about what the PM
intendedto do about Britain's controversial
Pow.

Itwas decided that Astizshould be brought
from Ascension tothe UK forquestioning.
Arriving at Portsmouth on 5 June, he was
taken to Roussillon Barracks in Chichester,
where he was questioned by boththe Royal
Military Police and asuperintendent ofthe
Sussex constabulary. On both occasions Astiz
refused toanswer the questions put to him.

E S Y N F LIGEN' t AGAL Nf

With the Falklands War nearing its end and
victory for the British in sight, thegovernment
chose toabide by the letter ofthe Geneva
Conventionand repatriated Astiz. He arrived to
ahero's welcome in Buenos Aires just as the
Argentine Army in the Falklands was surren­
dering to British forces under the command of
Major-General Jeremy Moore. ~

San Carlos, Falkland Islands 1982.
Two Royal Navy sailors from HMS

Cardiff pose for a photograph
wearing anti -flash clothing and gas

respirators.

© GRIFFITHS

INTEL INSIDE
PLAYING BOTH SIDES
Documents released by Britain 's National
Arc hive in early 2013 , revea l Pres ident
Reagan made an 11th hour appeal to Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher not to take the
Falkland Islands back by force.

When it became apparent Brit ish armed
fo rces were on the br ink of defeating
Argentina's army, President Reagan also
telephoned Downing Street and said: "As the
UK now had the upper hand militarily, it
should strike a deal now." Mrs Thatcher was
having none of it.

Washington also hoped Britain would not
humiliate Argentina and asked that a joint
Brazil-US peacekeep ing mission could be
deployed whilst negotiations took place over
the islands sovereignty. London also rejected
this and said the UK must rega in total
control over all its islands.

Mrs Thatcher explained that , "she had lost
valuable British ships and invaluable British
lives ." And in a co nve rsa t ion with the
president, she "felt America would act in the
same way if Alaska had been similarly threat­
ened ." The USA was concerned with
relations with South American nations.
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His short spell as aPoW inBritain was
over, but Astiz 's problems were not. The
military's humiliating defeat in the Falk­
lands led tothe fall ofGeneral Galtieri's
junta, and the restoration ofdemocracy the
following year brought new hope that Astiz
would be called to account forhis crimes.

COURTESY: WHITE HOUSE
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BrigadierGeneral Lami
DOlO commanded the
ArgentinianAir Force
during theconflict.

However, likemanyof
his militarycompatriots,
hewas found guilty in
1989overincidents

closer to home,
including torture

US and British Cabinet ministers meet in the White House just
months before the outbreak of the Falklands War. Though US

support was initially limited, President Reagan and Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher remained great friends and the

'Special Relationship', though 'bruised', was also intact

Argentina calls the Falkland Islands 'The Malvinas'. The war
memorial shown here in Buenos Aires pays homage to 649
Argentina armed forces personnel who died in the conflict.

British losses amounted to 255

In 1985 Argentina's former military
leaders, including Galtieri, were convicted
ofcrimes carried out during the dictator­
shipand charges were brought against a
number ofDirtyWar veterans, Astiz among
them. But during Easter weekend 1987, a
violent rebellion by hardline elements in the
military demanding an end totrials ofthose
implicated in the Dirty War, forced
President Raul Alfonsin to back down and
rush through a law called Due Obedience,

which exempted officers below the rank ofColonel from prosecution.

EVE SPY SINCE MAY 2001

FIVE MILLION HITS AMONTH
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Incredibly, Catholic priest Christian von
Wenrich was found guiltyof complicity in
seven murders, 42 kidnappings and over
30 incidents involving torture. In 2007 he

was given a life sentence. Estimates to the
actual numberof people who simply

disappeared vary from 10,000 to 30,000

© SIMONTAYLORFOR EYE SPY 2013

The court was unimpressed, delivering its
verdict days later: Guilty on all counts. He was
sentenced to life in prison.

THE BLOND ANGELOFDEATH

Alfredo Astiz sits impassive in courtas he
is jailed. Below: Genevieve Jeanningros,
niece of French nun Leonie Duquet says

"justice has been done"

Inhis closing statement tothe court before the
verdict was delivered after an epic two-year
trial , Astiz remained characteristically defiant,
insistingthat he was the victim ofapolitical
witch-hunt: "This government doesn't hesitate
totake revenge against we who combated
terrorism," he declared. "It seeks revenge
through martyrdom and death inprison."

Justice forhis many victims and their families
has been a long time coming, but it was a
process that started on that inhospitable,

I barren island ofSouth Georgia 30 years ago.

President Raul Alfonsin

Itwould take several more frustrating years of
legal haggling before fresh charges were
brought against Astiz and his associates. But
eventually, on 11 December 2009, Alfredo
Astiz was brought before the Federal Court in
Buenos Aires toface trial on charges of
kidnapping, torture and forced disappearance.

General and
President of
Argentina
Leopoldo
Galtieri

ordered the
invasion

Astiz was unmoved. Apparently revelling in his
international notoriety, in1998 he sparked
outrage by giving an interviewtoan Argentine
magazine in which he boasted ofhis actions
during the Dirty War.

But publicopinion inArgentina was now
turning against Astiz. In 1995 aformer
Argentine naval officer, Adolfo Scilingo, who
also served at ESMA during thedictatorship,
went public with horrifyingdetails ofexactly
what went onbehind its walls. Then, in2003,
Argentina's Supreme Court overturned the
Due Obedience law, declaring it unconstitu­
tional.The way was now finally clear for
veterans oftheDirtyWar to be prosecuted.

TheFrenchGovernment, however, was not
preparedto let the matterlie. Paris continued
to press Buenos Aires toextradite Astiz, each
timebeing rebuffed. Undeterred, in1990 the
French Supreme Court sentencedAstizto life
inabsentiafor themurders of Domonand
Duquet.

The banner reads: 'Former illegal centre of detention, torture and disappearance
of persons 1976-1979'. The building , in Rosario , Argentina , is called the Popular

Memory Centre. It occupies the site of the former police headquarters
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AL-QAIDA'S 22 WAYS TOAVOID AERIAL PREDATORS

A strange 22-point al-Qaida UAV
counter-measures document has
recently been unearthed in Mali ...

PAUL BEAUMONT examines some of
the suggested methods, including one

written by Osama bin-Laden

COUNTER MEASURES

Louis Bleriot is greeted by locals and policemen following his flight across the English Channel

ANALYSIS
•
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orbattlefield commanders
having intelligence on an
enemy's capabilityand the
position and movement of
troops isdesirable. Securing
thehighest point on a
landscapeoften allows for

greater observation andprovidesvital extra
minutes in respect of decisionmaking.

During the Boer War of 1899-1902, Britain's
Royal Engineers deployed balloons tocover
the action on three fronts. The same use of
balloons occurred inWorldWar One, but by
now free flight had beendeveloped after Louis
Bleriot's revolutionary 1909 'hop' across the
English Channel inamonoplane.

Enter Archibald Low. He was an English
visionary who understood the need forremote

controlled aircraft and rockets. His work
earned him the title of 'father of radio guidance
systems', and his wireless and gyro systems
allowed rudimentary remotecontrol. Axis
forces recognised his genius andtwo
unsuccessful attemptswere madeonhis life.

I Thanks to Low's geniusthegenesisoftoday's
RPV (remotely pilotedvehicle) or UAV
(unmanned aerial vehicle) can be dated back
to 191 6.

Britainand America have experimented with
remote controlled aircraft used in asurveil­
lance role foryears; the work done by Low
having provided afirm basis from which to
start. Low's contribution todrone science was
the remote controlled flying target.

The modern UAV in all its varieties is now a
commonly used machine: they are deployed in

I EYE SFY NTEcc GE ,Cf- IP~AZ NE 420'3



Archibald Low and his team invented the world's first wireless or
wire-guided rocket. Inset: Low pictured front centre with Experimental

Works' colleagues of the Royal Flying Corps
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andif inconvoy which isunder attack or
fleeing a battle, operatives are told, 'abandon
the vehicle '. Interestingly, intelligenceanalysts
in Mali havebeen toldby locals that al-Qaida
fighters would purposely cover their vehicles
with mud - convinced this would help protect
them from marauding UAVs.
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The al-Qaida document suggests operatives hide underground and use
buildings with multiple entry and exit points and caves to help conceal their
location. These graphics from a 2009 DARPA (Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency) Strategic Plan shows a UAV using advanced technology to

locate a buried facility and a cave

doned building in Timbuktu - an al-Qaida
instruction document on UAV counter­
measures. Inside, 22 tips that are regarded as
non-controversial by censors. 'Hot vehicles
should be covered with mats todeny IR
signature toasearching heat seeking sensor'

'...use devices that
broadcast frequencies
to disconnect [control]

frequencies and
confuse the drone'

reconnaissance, surveillance and communica­
tion roles. In recent times anumber oftypes
have been used as aweapons - firing missiles
against pre-determined terrorist targets ­
individuals, groups, satehouses, weapons
dumps etc. And occasionally with internation­
ally unacceptable results.

Mali isthe latest theatre where Western forces
have been deployed - sotoo attacking UAVs ­
many equipped with thepowerful Hellfire
missile. With athermite reaction in its
warhead, this weapon has been responsible
forkilling numerous al-Qaida commanders.

With the deployment ofsuch advanced UAVs
it was inevitablethat prospective countering
forces would attempt to develop counter­
measures. In his motion picture - Body of
Lies, Ridley Scott made an important refer­
ence to UAVs - "if you can see them, so can
the terrorist. " And this fact has not gone
unnoticed by al-Qaida.

Itwas inMali amost surprising discovery was
made by the Associated Press in an aban-
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The questionof legality in respect of the
useofAmericanUAVs againstoverseas
terrorist targets, has been raised by
manycommentators. Undoubtedly they
have removed several key al-Qaida
commanders, but some operations
haveresulted in civilian casualties.

Critics saytheUAVs aresimplyperform­
ing targeted assassinations; others that
the CIAhasa top secret 'Kill List'which
is overseen andcontrolled by President
Obama.The WhiteHouse maintains the
UAV strikes are legal and part of a
strategy law that was introduced by
Congress in 2001 . This followed the
atrocities carr ied out by al-Qaida
against targets on the country 's
eastern seaboard.
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Some content seemsto have been drawn from
myth and perhaps lacks credibility. For
example, one trick used by those who wish to
evade traffic cameras isto wrap the registration
plate incling film. Whether this works ornot,
the al-Qaida document suggests spreading
reflective material orglass on the roof ofa
building tohide it from UAVs. Point 10said:
'Hideunderthick trees because they are the
best cover against planes '. Such amanoeuvre
offers little resistance against UAVs oraircraft
carrying heat signature technology. Analysts
believe this note was actuallywritten by Osama
bin-Laden, perhaps during the early stages of
the US-led 2001 operation tooust him and his
group from Afghanistan.

UAV CONFUSION TECHNIQUES

O
ther data suggests amore thorough
research ofmilitary counter-measures
history. In WWII, allied aircraft used a
carbon microphone insert inamotor

cowling to modulate wide-band transmissions
toconfuse enemy monitors. In addition tothis
to jam the targeting beams, knickebein was
used with good effect by the Luftwaffe
diathermy machines, and used to interfere with
the 40MHz transmissions. In an attempt to
deny the UAV radio links with its controller, the
al-Qaida manual suggests using anoisy and
sparking dynamo as an RF energy source to
attack the links and run powerful transmitters
to jam them. Another method (once attempted
inthe Serbia-NATO conflict) was to power
microwave ovens toconfuse missiles.

As to the validity ofsuch suggestions against
programmable aircraft using autonomous
pilots, one can only speculate. However, one
deception method which worked extremelywell
forthe Allies inWWII was creating false
targets. In many instances the Luftwaffe

bombed the wrong targets and V1 missiles flew
short orbeyond their intended destination. And
deception is also visible inthe hand ofthe
author who wrote the al-Oalda manual ­
Abdallah bin Muhammed, asenior Yemen
operative from AQAP (AI-Qaida inthe Arabian
Peninsula). In suggestion number 18,
Muhammed writes: 'Formation offake gather­
ings such as using dolls and statues tobe
placed outside false ditches tomislead the
enemy'.

Multi-billion dollar UAV programmes are being
exposed to simplistic countermeasures by an
aggressive foe ; whether they prove effective is
as yet unknown. What is disparaging isthat al­
Qaida is apparently forward guessing the
munitions to be delivered by the Hellfire missile,
anti-personnel, rather than fragmentation.

• Though the hard copy was discovered inMali
in2013, it is believed an electronic version was
uploaded on the Internet on 2June 2011 , afew
weeks after the death ofOsama bin-Laden.
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© MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ISLAMICREPUBLIC OF IRAN

The stealthy-looking F-313 - Iran's latest fighter rollout. A number of aviation specialists believe the aircraft
is little more than a model, and have likened some aspects of its design and construction to a UAV

IN IDE~VEVAK
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AND ITSIMAGINATIVE DREAM FACTORY
ran 's intelligenceservice
is knownformally as the
Ministryof Intelligence
and Security (MOIS), or
VEVAK inFarsi. It is
inextricably linked tothe
Justice Ministry,

Revolutionary Guard, Quds Force, other armed
forces, political and religious leaders and
importantly, the Service works closely with the
country's powerful media. Its agents are
referred toas the 'unknown soldiers of Imam
Zaman', aname giventothem by Ayatollah
Khomeini. Towards the end of 2012, the
Service launched its own website; was given a
fresh imageby creating anew agency logo and

declared itself the 'greatest intelligence
organisation intheworld '. Italso leakedtothe
mediait employed astaggering 30,000 people
- twice as many as the CIA. There isno doubt

I the VEVAK is an interesting organisation.

Its orig ins can be traced back to1957, when
with US and Israeli assistance, the SAVAK
(National Securityand IntelligenceOrganisa-

I tion) was formed. For the next two decades it
i became agreat ally ofthe CIA and MI6 - this

when the country was ruled by Mohammed
Reza Pahlavi - the Shah of Iran. Today it
operates various domestic andforeign

, directorates and has limited abilitytocollect
I intelligence electronically. Tehran, however, has

One building occupied by
the VEVAK in Tehran

I

I

I
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The Service tried
to conceal a failed
missile launch by
Photoshopping

additional weapons
in the photograph

(right) /
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COURTESY: DEPARTMENTOF DEFENSE VISUALINFORMATIONCENTER

In February 2013 , Iran released a video clip purporting to show real-time footage taken by the captured RQ-170
Sentinel and stored on its on-board computer. These still images from the film, appear to show the device airborne

and on the ground at a US military facility in Afghanistan . The claim has been impossible to verify
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photographs
were released
showing the
launch of
missiles from a
desert location.
Unfortunately the
images had been
digitally altered to
includemore
missiles - this
after anumber
failed to launch.
In December
2011, there was
much suspicion President Mahmoud
inintelligence Ahmadinejad
circles about
Iran's claim to have captured an RQ-170
Sentinel unmanned aerial vehicleby interfering
with its electronics (cyberwarfare). Tehran
claimedtohave breached US cybersecurity,
'hijacked' the aircraft's control system and
gently brought thedrone down. However,
closer inspection of thephotographs released
by Iranian Intelligenceshows the Sentinel's )io>

type of liaison with third parties, so too the
2012 Bulgarian bus bombing when Israeli
tourists were attacked. But Iranian involvement
inLockerbie has never been proven.

Three years ago Iran embarked on an ambitious
andsurprising programme togive its intelli­
genceservice amore public face - this toallow
its own people tobecome alittle more aware of
VEVAK's 'achievements'. And this isevidenced
inseveral intelligence-related stories that have
appeared recently inIran's media.

N ews events inIran are filtered
through an array ofmedia offices
controlled bythe Islamic Republic of

Iran Broadcasting (lRIB). Some ofthese are
fictitious and include one which recently lost its
licence to broadcast inthe UK. Most are run
and receive guidance from VEVAK's propa­
ganda division. In the last three years Eye Spy
has reported on several significant intelligence­
related case files which havebeen manipulated
by the Service. In the summer of2008,

found it difficult to place and run operational
agents inmany countries and the VEVAK will
often perform operations through proxies. The
recent suggestion that it was Iran and notLibya
which was responsibleforthedowning of Pan
Am Flight 103 in1988, probably reflects this

EYE SPY NTELI ,ENCE MAGAZINE 84 20131

Iran shows off anAmerican RQ-170
Sentinel which crashed in the east of the
country. VEVAK's propaganda section

claimed its cyber division hacked into the
UAVs computer and landed the aircraft in
a controlled fashion. However, the dark

skirt beneath the Sentinel is almost
certainly masking damage to its undercar­

riage suggesting otherwise



A Royal Navy sailor points to the
exact position of his security detail on

this Iranian map before they were
taken hostage. In later days it was
proven Iran has falsified the data

in Iranian waters and some personnel were
pictured on television pointing to large maps
showing "their crime. " Undoubtedly thisevent
embarrassed London but it was amajor
propaganda success forthe VEVAK.

MAJIDJAMAL! FASHI : Mossad agent or
VEVAK operative? The circumstances

surroundingthis case havebeen
contested by many intelligencewatchers
The showingofa bogus Israeli passport

with Fashi's photo only increased suspicion
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BAD DECISION:
Some of the

returning UK sailors
made deals to sell
their stories to the

media - there was no
intervention by the
Ministry of Defence

S uchincidents help bolster the
VEVAK's imagewith the Iranian
public, but it seems the propaganda

directorate may have been caught out again. In
January 2013, Iran's Space Agency claimed to
have launched amonkey into space via a
Kavoshgar (Explorer) rocket and successfully

Iranian nuclear scientist. In May 2012, Majid
Jamali Fashi was executed atTehran 's Evin
Prison. However, the pictorial evidence that
usually follows such high-profile events was
never produced, and intelligence analysts
believe the entire event, including Fashi's brief
court trial, his televised admission and
execution were fabricated. Just as remarkable,
state television showed an Israeli passport
complete with Fashi 's photo which had been
'doctored' from an image taken from Wikipedia.
Such obvious manipulation hampers credibility.

Iran rarely wastes apropaganda opportunity. In
2007, itsNavy captured 15Royal Navy sailors
and Marines and paraded them on state
television. The UK's Ministry ofDefence said
the security detail was ininternational waters
when the sailors were seized. The VEVAK,
however, forced them toconfess they were '
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undercarriage concealed and afew dents. Eye
Spy sources say the craft simply fell to earth
after it lost satellite contact with its controllers
during aspying mission. And there iscontinued
suspicion that the VEVAK was behind the
abduction offormer FBI man Robert Levinson
in2007. Several shocking images ofLevinson
were released acouple ofyears ago but have
only recently been circulated by his family. He
is holding placards on which messages have
been written mocking America foritsinability to
help him.

TheService's 'hand' was also present inthe
alleged hanging ofan Israeli agent held
responsible forthe assassination ofatleast one



61

When Iranian television showed a
photo of a monkey (inset) following its

flight into space, viewers noticed a
distinct mole. In later shots another

monkey was shown without the mole.
In this case however, it seems the
Iranian media simply used stock

footage from a previous flight, but the
error played into the hands of the

VEVAK's adversaries

Tehran insists there is areasonforthe
confusion concerning the images. EyeSpy
sources weretoldbyan Iranian mediacontact
that thephotos of the monkey with the mole,
were taken in2011 to demonstratehow it
would be secured inthe capsule. In effect, they
were sourced from an archive which also
included photographs of fiveother monkeys
used intheprogramme. However, more
contradictory statements were issuedby
Tehran i(1 connectionwiththe imagery. An
official claimed the programme stalled in 2011
and an attemptto send amonkey into space
was aborted. However, he then said this was
because scientists failed tobring themonkey
back from space. Though aconfusing state of
affairs, no mediahouse ever reported on the
2011 flight. And just to complicate matters

~

recovery etc. Instead all that was released were
someclips of themonkey in what appearsto
be asmall converted car seat. " For the record,
Iran 's Space Agency saidthe Explorer rocket
reached a height of72miles.

any nation in respect of space flight and the
firing of very-long rangerockets. Washington
declared themission "provocative" thus
indicating a launch was made.

However, therocket launch and its payload has
not been independently verified , and no flight
data recorded by monitors. "Had this launch
been successful, Iran's propaganda machine
would have madeagreat deal of fuss about it,"
one official explained. "Therewould have been
photographs and video of its launch, flight,

Even through our wrongdo ing, they have
still treated us well and humanely, which
I am and always will be eternally grate­
ful. I ask the representatives of the
House of Commons, after the govern­
ment have promised that this type of
incident would not happen again, why
have they let this occur, and why has the
government not been questioned over
this? Isn't it time for us to start withdraw­
ing our forces from Iraq and let them
determine their own future?

A Royal Marine security detail patrols waters off Iraq. In 2007 Iranian forces
seized two patrol boats manned by 15 UK sailors and Marines. The sailors were

forced at gunpoint to confess they were in Iranian waters. However, maritime
data proved the sailors were in fact taken hostage whilst 1.5 miles outside .

Iranian seas. Despite this and the resultant behaviour of the UK security detail,
the incident proved to be a major propaganda coup for Tehran

brought the animalbackdown to Earth. The
monkey, named Pishgam (Farsi forpioneer)
was launched into space and becamethe focus
of attention in Iran. Several state-owned media
houses released photographs of the animal
which had adistinct mole on its forehead
above theright eye. Other images shown on
televisionafter the 20-minuteflight, then show
what appears to be atotally different monkey ­
there isnomole and other facial features ,
though similar, are not the same. The flight was
intended to show Iranhas the capacityto equal
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In another to the British people:

Unfortunately during the course of our
mission we entered into Iranian waters.

I want you all to know that I am well and
safe. I am being well looked after. I am
fed three meals a day and have a
constant supply of fluids . The people are
friendly and hospitable, very compas­
sionate and warm. I have written a letter
to the Iranian people to apologise for us
entering into their waters.

PROPAGANDA AND THE POWER OF THE PEN
AN IRANIAN SUCCESS ~

In 2007, Leading Royal Navysailor
FayeTurney, who was seized along
with navalcolleagues by Iranian forces

in the Gulf, was forced to read two
letters composed by VEVAK's propa­
ganda division. In one to her parents,
Turney wrote:



incident may be found in alettersent by Iranto
theIAEA on 23 January, just two days after the
reported explosion. Iran explained that it
intendedto install thousands of new centri­
fuges at its Natanzsite.

Israel Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and UN Secretary-G eneral
Ban Ki-moon. Netanyahu has issued

several dire warnings about the
potential of the Fordow plant in recent

months. In September 2012 , he
addressed the UN General Assembly
and said Iran will have ''the bomb" in

the next twelve months

Fordow isacrucial element in Iran's nuclear
programmeand its 2,700 centrifuges can
enrichuranium to alevel of over 20 per cent-

, just slightly below that necessary foruse ina
nuclear bomb. Analysts believe the site is
capableofsurviving an attack by aircraft- even
astrike by amassive ordnance penetrator

, (bunker busting bomb). Indeed, speaking on
Iraniantelevision inFebruary 2013, Iranian
General Shahrock Shahram, claimed all the
nuclearsites are "impervious to any attack." A
bold statement.

Fordow nuclear plant near Qom
DIGITAL GLOBE ISIS 2009
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"extensivestructural damage" had been
caused. Iran's powerful mediamachine said
theclaims were "propagandaintendedto cause
friction ahead of talks withthe International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) ."

Reportssaidtheblast could be felt threemiles
away and trapped over 200 employees. Some
US-based news sources claimed that as many
as 60 peopledied. Following theincident, Iran 's
defenceminister, Ahmad Vahidi and senior
intelligencefigures allegedly visitedthe site. As
speculation grew that anexplosion had
occurred, Seyyed ShamseddinBarbroudi,
Deputy Head of Iran's Atomic Energy Commis­
sion was forced tocomment. He said it was
"all lies." TheIAEA refused to speculate, but
issuedadiplomatic statementon 29 January
noting Iran 's denials seem to reflect its own
observations. In Washington, officialsalso
played down reports of theincident, but such
is the secrecy surrounding Fordow andIran's
nuclear programme as awhole, securing
legitimate information is difficult. Aclue tothe

Gas centrifuges. Iran has installed
thousands of new centrifuges at Fordow

and the important Natanz facility

Iran's Omid (Hope) communications
satellite was placed into orbit in

February 2009

even more, Iranian state media initially said the
rocket, not the monkey, was called Pishgam.

Damage limitation as Iran 's media
explain the monkey photo error
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Nevertheless, Iran is determined to launch
more satellites and even astronauts into space.
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad says he
would riskhis lifetomakethejourney. Previous
flights have carried mice and turtles into lower
space. And reports suggest Iran will launch a
new satellite into space from its Imam
Khomeine Space Centre inthenexttwo years.
However, theCIA and the Mossad are more
interested in learning ofthe country's ability to
fire long-rangemissiles. With its nuclear
programme developing and hastening, analysts
believe this could provide fora lethal mix.

M any stories surrounding Iran's
overt and covert nuclear
programme continue totrouble

the country's neighbours. That it has success­
fullymoved many important facilities beyond
thereach ofwarplanes, isevident. That does
not mean they are absolutely secure. Already
two major cyber attacks have delayed the
programmes, and there is always theongoing
risk ofsabotageand accidents. Either could
prove disastrous.

The VEVAK was called uponformediasupport
inJanuary following Western reports that an
incident had occurred atthe deep underground
Fordow nuclear plant nearQom (21January
2013). According to MiddleEast sources, an
explosion had damaged the site. Mossad
officials who usually shy away from comment­
ing, did indicatethereportwas trueand that
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The IAEA recently held high-profile talks with officials from Iran's Atomic
Energy Commlaslon. Fordow was discussed and the installation of thou­

sands of new centrifuges at Natanz. An IAEA research and inspection team
was also refused access to the Parchin nuclear site. IAEA chief Yukiya
Amano admitted that "differences remain " between the atomic bodies

problems. The cockpit canopy seems con­
structed from plexiglass whilst the cockpit itself
isvery, very small allowing forlimited instru­
mentationand pilot accommodation. "Whenthe
pilot climbed into the aircraft, he looked too
big," one aviation specialist said. Experts also
notethe air intakes are reminiscent ofthose
found on UAVs. There are concerns about the
engine after-burners, with some observers
saying they could actually melt the jet. Also the
simple instruments show atop speed of just
300mph - unusual compared to modern
fighters. Other harsh comments from industry
specialists include, "theaircraft shown on
television is incapableofflight. "

Such comments have only heightened
speculation that the aircraft displayed was a
model. And thismay be true, forastatement
attributed to amember ofthedesign team
reveals two "sub-sized" prototypes have been
built, which could explainwhy the pilot who
climbed into the cockpit during its unveiling
lookedtoo big, too cramped, and very
uncomfortable. Aviation expert David Cenciotti
said the aircraft has "implausibleaerodynamics"

~
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Some Eye Spy sources believe Iran's need to
bolster its ageing warplanefleet has resulted in
therapid development ofthe F-313. Avideo
showing the fighter inflight was also shown on
Iranian television, but no pictures of it taking off
or landingwere aired. One air intelligence
analyst told Eye Spy that there was "no
context" to the flight pictures and the aircraft
was probably adrone.

emerged reports that the aircraft is but a large
mock-up.MINANT

-

- . I

A nother fascinating storyto emerge "This advanced fighterjet has unique physical
in recent weeks, and one that has characteristics that provide avery low radar
the 'illusionist hand' ofthe VEVAK cross sectionand is capable ofoperating at

all over it, concerns anew fighter-bomber low altitudes," saidDefence Ministerand
designed and built entirelybyIranian aerospace former commander of the Revolutionary Guard
(seeadditional imagery page 58). Journalists in I - Ahmad Vahidi. That's not how many special-
Iran were shown asmart stealthy-looking ists have described the F-313.
aircraft called the F-313 Qaher (Dominant).
Analysts note it looks similar to America's F-22 Aviation expertshave pored over photographs
orRussia'sT-50. However, already there have and video of the design and have noticed



COURTESY: USAF

F-22 instruments: The F-313 display
seems very basic compared to the

US fighter - a feature which has cast
doubt on the aircraft

- ~-- -..
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Eye Spy believes theallegations are untrue but
Iran is concerned with the increasing popularity
ofthe BBC's Middle East service.

T heIranian intell igencemachine is by
no means ineffectiveand iskeen to
show it can strike back. In late

January 2013, security personnel allegedly
arrested adozen journalists which aVEVAK
official insistedwere operating on behalf of
British and American Intelligence. The exact
terminology used bythe Intelligence Ministry
was 'consortingwith hostile foreign news
media'. However, Eye Spy understands this
also means working with Westerners and anti­
revolutionaries. Tehran has accused the
journalists as acting as agents and named the
BBC. The official accused the corporation of
being the "UK's psychological arm" and said
reports were sent back using "very special
methods of communication."

I EYE Spy INTEl.L1GENCE M,\GAZINE 84 2013

Iranalso said it was inthe process of back­
engineering the RQ-170 and building such a
UAV type itself. This coincided with astatement
inSeptember last year and the supposed
unveiling of theShahed (Witness) 129 UAV,
which Iran claims can operate continuously for
24-hours and has arange ofabout 1100 miles.
The device looks quite similar to Israel's

O
n6 February 2013, Iran's media
showed alleged film footage
retrievedfrom the RQ-170 Sentinel

drone which fell to earth in eastern Iran in
December 2011 (see page 59) . General Amir
Hajizadeh (Revolutionary Guards Aerospace
Division) said: "Wedecoded the data extracted
from the drone and learned it had participated
in many flights over Afghanistan." Grainy film
footage of what appears to be aUS military
facility and anumber ofairborne clips were
played on television and released into the
public domain. The claimis impossible toverify
ofcourse, but some visual datamay have been
stored on the Sentinel's computer.

A ScanEagle UAV is
launched by catapult

Iranian state media report on the
capture of the ScanEagle UAV

COURTESY: US NAVY

ScanEagles have been flying since 2005 and
are operated by various countries. Weighing
around 40lbs and measuring alittleover 405ft
long (wingspan 10ft), they can fly forupto 24
hours. They are essentially surveillance drones
fitted with cameras and are launched by
slingshot.

Iranian mediareported: 'AUAV spy plane had
embarked on asecret mission from a US
aircraft carrier inthe Persian Gulf' . The US
Navy insistedall its UAVs had been accounted

I for, though anumber have been lost inprevious
years. AWhite House spokesman also
dismissed the report.

and a "Hollywood sheen." There are many
others who agree with this description. If
anything, the aircraft appears to be aprototype.
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Dominant was rolled out forpublic display on 2
February as part of Iran'sTen Day Dawn
ceremonies celebrating the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

Just as fascinating was aphotograph showing
the F-313 flying over asnow-topped mountain
(see page 58). There is absolutely no doubt
this was aPhotoshop cut-out taken from a
photograph atthe aircraft's roll out. The precise I
angles, attitudes and even shadows are
precisely the same.

T hat the F-313 showcased by Iran isa
model comes just weeks after
another propaganda story involvinga

US ScanEagle UAV. Iran claimed it had
captured the drone after the tiny aircraft had
entered itsairspace..•
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US satellite photo showing VEVAK's
headquarters in Tehran

disaster motion picture 'The Day After Tomor­
row' was playedonstate television toaccom­
pany thenews item.

And now even Iran's financially rewarding gold
tradehas also been targeted. ~

U ndoubtebly the mostcrucial question
which analysts havebeen askedto
predict, is when Iran will declare

itself the proud holder of anuclear bomb. Five
years ago there were some inthe nuclearand
intelligence industries who did not believe Iran
had the capability to succeed inthis field (many
fromLangley). This is no longerthecase.
There have beenvarious overtand covert
attempts to slow down Tehran's nuclear
programme. From cyber attacks tothe shooting

~ deadof several scientists, sanctions and
isolation, nothing has changed inrespect of
productiontimetables.

The image on the left purports to show Iran's VTOL drone the KOKER 1.
However, the photo was taken in 2008 of a Japanese project. The VEVAK
simply airbrushed the windmills away from the top of Chiba University

building and slightly increased the width of the picture

Another pictorial news error was picked up by
Iran intel watchers inOctober last year
following the devastation caused by Hurricane
Sandy intne.Unlted States. A f i l~lrom the

.i->;
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Watchkeepe r WK450 . The UAV is based on the Ebit Hermes 450 (inset)

BBC Broadcasting House, London.
The VEVAK claim it has arrested

several 'spies' working with the BBC

Hermes 450 UAV, perhaps more accurately, the
Watchkeeper WK450. This UAV is currently
flown by twelve countries, including theUK and
USA. Experts notethe Hermes Watchkeeper
WK450isused predominantly inasurveillance,
reconnaissance and tactical target acquisition
role.

EYE SP' INTE

C redibility is ahuge issueformany
of Iran's genuine researchand
technology programmes. Yet Iran's

r-------------...... I error-prone media arm iscertainly doing its
best to undermine authentic ventures. Besides
aplethora ofwell known case files involving
trickery, other lesser known instances have
tended to go largely unnoticed inthe main­
stream media. In November 2012, Iran
televisionaired aphoto ofaratherunusual
VTOL (vertical take offand landing) drone
called KOKER 1. However, it transpired this was
aJapanese project from 2008. Internet watcher
Gary Mortimer didalittle investigation and
found the original picture which shows the
device infront of Chiba University. Iran's
creative Photoshop artists hadsimply
airbrushed the windmills froin sight! Iran may
unveil such adevice for real infuture days, and
there issome evidence itsaerospace division is
working on such types, but it was another huge
error by Tehran.
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The Man Who Was George Smiley:
The Life ofJohn Bingham

AIter aperiod following the Iraq War, when
the reputation ofBritain's spies has hit an
all-time low, John Ie Carre's intellectual hero

George Smiley has come to be seen as the pertect
spy, aman who would never allow secret intelli­
gence to be misused for political purposes. Le
Carre revealed shortly before the Iraq War that the
model for Smiley was the author and MIS officer
John Bingham, the 7th Baron Clanmorris.

Michael Jago'sbrilliant account of Bingham's life is
not just the story ofaperfect spy, it isalso of a
writer whose thrillers transcended the genre,
exploring the emotions behind the darkest human
behaviour. As an intelligence officer the bespecta­
cled Bingham had adeep influenceon Le Carre,
then ajunior colleague in MIS. Like Smiley, Bingham
was an expert interrogator. His understanding of the
human psyche, demonstrated so brilliantly in his
seventeen novels, persuaded hissubjects to give up

all parts of itsnuclear programme are exclu­
sively used for peaceful purposes. However, in
2012 it conceded that evidence now exists to
the contrary and inFebruary 2013, an official
said Iran was still not cooperating.

Iran is amost complex country that supports a
population of75million. Its president,
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, recently courted more
controversy when he stood up in parliament
and played atape recording which he said
provided proof ofcorruption byhis main
political rivals. Ahmadinejad 's term as presi­
dent ends inJune 2013 and Ali Larjani , who he
accused, is a leading frontrunner to succeed
him. Similarly, the president has lost much
support already from the country's supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Some analysts fear Ahmadinejad may opt to
deliver one more surprise to the Iranian people
and political and military elite - the bomb. This
could yet secure him aplace in history, but
probably notfor the reasons he so desires...

Former IOF chief
Amos Yadlin

One country that
probably has
most to fear is
Israel. And a
recent assess­
ment bya
former Israeli
Defence Force
(IDF) director
makes for
chilling reading.
In February,
speaking ata
conference in

Tel Aviv, Amos Yadlin charged that, "if it so
wished, Iran could builda bomb within four to
six months. Iran has completed all the neces­
sary stages it needs to break out [deliver] a
nuclear weapon." Yadlin said an announcement
could be made this year and this will "necessi­
tate an American and Israeli operation. "

66

The IAEA has consistently called upon Iran to
lQlfil its international obligations, and to ensure

© NANKING
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Eleven Days inAugust: The
Liberation of Paris in1944

• Avery readable approach tothe
extraordinary weapons created bythe
Nazis.

ThisNazi technology would define the
balance ofpower inthe phoney peace
of the ColdWar era, launchingan
arms race that shaped our modern
world fordecades tocome. But what
ofBritain's roleinthis supermarket
sweep? The Race forHitler'sX-Planes
te lls the untold storyoftheBritish
mission to Germany.Hardback: 224pp

Available from Eye Spy Ref: ES/1468
UK £23.00 USA $42.00 ROW £25.99

• Information gathered from
previously unpublished secret Air
Ministry reports.

• Comprehensive photographs of the
aircraft, research and manufacturing
facilities.

Theliberation ofParis was a
momentous pointintwentieth­
century history, yet it is now

largely forgotten outside France.
Eleven Days inAugust is apulsating
hour-by-hour reconstruction ofthese
tumultuous eventsthat shaped the
final phase ofthe war and the future of
France, toldwith the pace of athriller.
While examining the conflicting

With the Third Reich shattered and
lying in ruins, inthe summerof 1945,
the Allies launched afrantic race to
grab what they saw as the justifiable
spoilsofwar. The Americans and
Russians inparticular were anxious to

I secure not only the aircraft andthe
research and production facilities, but
also the key German scientists and
engineers.

" I

, ,

Detailed stories of individualspies are
set inthe context ofthe development
ofthe major espionage agencies,
interspersedwithanecdotes of
gadgets, trickery, honeytraps and
assassinations worthy ofany fictional
spy. Aclosing section examines the
developing new Cold War, as Russia
and theWest confront each other
once again. Paperback 304pp

Available from Eye Spy Ref: ES/1467
UK £10.99 USA $20.00 ROW £12.99

ABrief History of the Spy: Modern
Spying fromthe Cold War to the
War on Terror

The Race for Hitler's X-Planes:
Britain's 1945 Mission To Capture
Secret Luftwaffe Technology

sawthe Second WorldWar as his
chance totake uponce againthe old
revolutionary mission to carry the Red
Flag to the world. Hardback 496pp

Available from Eye Spy Ref: ES/1466
UK £23.50 USA $45.00 ROW £25.00

DuringWorld War II, Hitler's
engineers had pioneered an
incrediblearray of futuristic

secret weapons, fromtheMe262, the
first operational jetfighter, tothe

I deadly V2 inter-continental ballistic
missile.

Fromthe end ofthe Second
World War to thepresent day,
the worldhas changed

immeasurably. The art ofspying has
I changed too, as spies reacted to

changingthreats. Inthis book youwill
find thefascinating stories of real-life
spies, both famous and obscure, from

I either side ofthe Iron Curtain, along
with previously secret details of 'war
onterror'operations.

But what were Stalin's motives inthis
spectacular power grab?Was heno
more than a latter-day RussianTsar,
for whom communistideology was
little more than asmoke-screen? Or
was hesimplyapsychopathic killer?
InStalin'sCurse, best-sellinghistorian
Robert Gellately firmly rejects both
these simplifications ofthe man and
his motives.

© NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Using awealth ofpreviously
unavailabledocumentation, Gellately
shows instead how Stalin's crimes are
more accurately understood as the
deeds of aruthless and life-long
Leninistrevolutionary. Far from being
alatter day Red Tsar intent simply
upon imperial expansion foritsown
sake, Stalin was in fact deeply
inspiredby therhetoric of the Russian
revolution and what Leninhad
accomplished during theGreat War.
As Gellately convincingly shows,
Stalin remained throughout these
years steadfastlycommitted toa
'boundless faith' incommunism- and

set about theunprecedented taskof
creating aRed Empire that wouldsoon
stretch into the heart ofEurope and

IAsia, displaying asupremerealism
and ruthlessness thatMachiavelli
would surelyhave envied. By thetime
ofhis death in 1953, his new
imperium was firmly in place, defining
the contours ofaCold War world that
was seemingly permanent and
indestructible - and would lastuntil the
collapse ofthe BerlinWall in1989.

Stalin's Curse: Battling for
Communism inWar and Cold War

Available from Eye Spy Ref: ES/1465
UK £22.99 USA $40.00 ROW £27.50

The brilliant Alec Guinness
portrayed George Smiley in

the BBC drama 'Tinker, Tailor,
Soldier, Spy'

the intelligencethey wereholding deep
inside. He took part inmanyof M15's
greatest wartime and ColdWar
operations, from the Double Cross
operation that ensured the success of
D-Day, through the tracking of Soviet
spies inCold War Britaintothe
monitoring ofLord Lucan and others
planning aright-wing coup inthe
1970s. As Ie Carre said, Nobody who
knewJohn and thework he was doing
couldhave missed thedescriptionof
Smiley inmy firstnovel. Hardback
320pp

eYr:: Sf 'Jl ....LL Jt.NCE !'\\::IAZ'NE, 2,1

Well before the shooting stopped in
1945, the Soviet leadermethodically

TheSecond World Waralmost
destroyed Stalin's SovietUnion.
But victory over NaziGermany

provided the dictator with hisgreat
opportunity: to expand Sovietpower
way beyond thebordersof theSoviet
state.
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Operation Damocles: Israel's
Secret War Against Hitler's
Scientists 1954 • 1967

Because such an ambitious project
required Western expertise, the
Egyptian leader President Nasser hired
West German scientists, many of
them veterans ofthe Nazi rocket
programme atPeenernunde and
elsewhere. These covert plans soon
came tothe attention of Israel's
legendary secret service, Mossad,
and caused deep alarm inTel Aviv.
Would Israel fall under the shadow of
long-range missiles held byaruler
who was sworn todestroy the Jewish
state? Could the missiles be fitted with
warheads filled with radiological,
chemical, oreven nuclear materials?
Israel responded byusing threats,
intimidation, and brutal assassination
squads todeter the German scientists
from working on Nasser's behalf.

Exactly half acentury later, this book
tells the gripping story ofthe
mysterious arms dealers, Mossad

Drawing on hitherto unpublished
records from Blake's trial, as well as
original interviews with former spies,
friends and the man himself, The
Greatest Traitor sheds new light on
this most complex ofcharacters and
presents afascinating shadow history
ofthetwentieth century. Hardback
384pp

Available from Eye Spy Ref: ES/1470
UK £22.99 USA $40.00 ROW £25.00

Howard examines the forgotten
cloak-and-dagger history ofthe
former Nazi scientists who

were recruited byEgypt todevelop
long-range missiles capable ofstriking
Israel. From 1951 to 1967 Egypt
pursued asecret programme tobuild
military rockets that could have
conceivably posed athreat to
neighbouring Israel.

I eYE srv j lOLL ~E"CE

George Blake pictured at his
home in Kratovo, Russia,

shortly after his 90th birthday

When his treachery was finally
uncovered, he was sentenced toforty­
two years inprison, but adramatic
jailbreak from Wormwood Scrubs saw
himescape to Moscow, where he has
been honoured ever since.

By the time ofhis release in1953,
Blake was ahero, one ofthe Service's
brightest and best officers. But
unbeknown to MI6 they were
harbouring one ofthe most destruc­
tive traitors ofthe Cold War. Week
after week, year after year, Blake was
assiduously gathering every important
document he could lay his hands on,
and passing them tothe KGB.

During the
Second World
War the teenage '
Blake performed
sterling deeds
forthe Dutch
resistance,
before fleeing to Blake pictured
England after a after his arrest
dramatic
journey across Nazi-occupied Europe.
InBritain he was recruited byM16,
where he earned an exemplary
reputation and was later entrusted
with building up the Service's
networks behind the Iron Curtain.
Then, after being despatched toSeoul,
he demonstrated remarkable stoicism
following his capture and imprison­
ment bybrutal North Korean soldiers
atthe height oftheir war with the
South.

The Greatest Traitor:
The Secret Lives of Agent
George Blake

One ofthe most iconic moments in
the history ofthe twentieth century
had come to aclose, and the face of
Paris would never be the same again.
Hardback 544pp

Available from Eye Spy Ref: ES/1469
UK £28.99 USA $48.00 ROW £30.99

ina billiard room atthe Prefecture of
Police.

In 1961 George Blake was exposed
as aSoviet spy - atraitor accused
ofendangering dozens ofhis fellow

British agents. Yet, as Hermiston
reveals inthis thrilling new biography,
Blake's remarkable story touches not
only the depths oftreacberybut also
the heights ofheroism.

Above all, it shows that while the
liberation ofParis may be attributed to
the audacity ofthe Resistance, the
weakness ofthe Germans and the
strength ofthe Allies, the key to it all
was the Parisians who byturn built
street barricades and sunbathed on
the banks ofthe Seine, who fought the
Germans and simply tried tosurvive
until the Germans finally surrendered,

Based largely on unpublished archive
material, including secret conversa­
tions, coded messages, diaries and
eyewitness accounts, Eleven Days in
August shows how these August days
were experienced invery different
ways byordinary Parisians, Resist­
ance fighters, French collaborators,
rank-and-file German soldiers, Allied
and French spies, the Allied and
German High Commands.

national and international interests that
played out inthe bloody street
fighting , it tells ofhow, ineleven
drarnatic days, people lived, fought
and died inone ofthe most beautiful
cities inthe world .

68

Crowds in Paris greet Free French troops - 26 August 1944

'I had thought that forme there could never again beany elation in war. But I
had reckoned without the liberation ofParis - I had reckoned without remem­
bering that I might beapartof that richly historic day. We were inParis onthe
first day - one of the great days ofalltime. ' (Ernie Pyle, US war correspondent)
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Available from Eye Spy Ref: ES/1474
UK £10.99 USA $20.00 ROW £12.99

The race by
the Massad to

stop former Nazi
scientists from

developing
long-range

missiles capable
of striking Israel

• Mossad assassins
• Scientific genii
• Secret operations
• Political intrigue
• Factory 333

OPERATION DAMOCLES
ISRAEL'S SECRET WAR AGAINST
HITLER'S SCIENTISTS 1954 - 1967
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Available from Eye Spy Ref: ES/1473
UK £22.99 USA $38.00 ROW £24.99

She then set up the Comet Line to
smuggletrapped soldiers andairmen
through France and across the
Pyrenees into Spain. When the first
group never arrived, the Little Cyclone
did the job herself: she turned up at
the British consulate in Bilbao in
August 1941 with two Scottish

Andreede Jongh was ayoung
artist in Brusselswhen German
troops marched into Belgium in

May 1941 . Her father dubbed her the
'LittleCyclone', because she was so
determined to makethingshappen.
Inspired byEdith Cavell, the British
nurse shot dead by the Germans
during the FirstWorld War, the 24­
year-old de Jongh nursed wounded
allied servicemen.
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Total Destruction of the Tamil
Tigers

that differ significanUy from those of
the US, its NATOallies, and its

f traditional opponents.
I

This fascinating book shines new light
into intelligencepractices inregions
that, until now, have eluded our
understanding. Softback: 320pp

In2009 Sri Lankan government
I forces literally eradicated the Tamil

Tiger insurgency after 26years of
civil war. This was thefirst time that a
government had defeated an
indigenous insurgency by force of
arms.

He also interviewedthe surviving
I leader of the Tamil Tigers. His

conclusions and findings will be
controversial. He reveals how the

". ' " ,

Intelligence Elsewhere:
Spiesand Espionage Outside the
Anglosphere

assassins, scientificgenii, and leading
figures who all played their part in
OperationDamocles. Hardback 368pp

Available from Eye Spy Ref: ES/1471
UK £25.00 USA S30.00 ROW £27.50

Past studies of intelligence and
counterintelligencehave tended to
focus on countries such as theUnited
States, Great Britain, and Russia, as
well as, toalesserextent, Canada,
Australia, France, and Germany. This
volume examines the deep historical
and cultural origins of intelligencein
several countries ofcritical impor­
tance today: India, China, the Arab
world, andindeed, Russia, thelatter
examinedfrom afresh perspective.

The authors then delve into modern
intelligence practice incountries with
organisations significantly different
from the mainstream: Iran, Pakistan,
Japan, Finland, Sweden, Indonesia,
Argentina, andGhana.

media and foreign mediators were soldiers and insisted she could bring
frustrated bythe authorities deter- many more. MI6 was convinced she
mined tostamp out Tamil Tiger was aGerman spy. But the Little
resistance bywhatever means. Their Cyclone got her way and the escape
methods, which have led toaccusa- line she created saved the lives of
tions ofwar crimes, were brutally more than 800Allied servicemen.

I effective but are likely to remain highly I
I contentious foryears to come. Such heroism came atan enormous

Withcontributions byleading Many countries involved themselves in Hardback 208pp cost. One hundred and fifty-six
intelligence experts foreach country, thewar - toarm the combatants members ofthe Comet Line died, the
the chapters give the reader important (China, Pakistan, India, North Korea) majority ofthem inthe Nazi concen-
insights into intelligenceculture, orto bring peace (US, France, UK, tration camps. The story ofLittle
current practice, and security sector Norway).While researching thiswork Cyclone isone oftragedy and
reform. As the world morphs into an Professor Moorcraft was given triumph, aremarkably human and
increasinglymulti-polarsystem, it is i unprecedentedaccess to Sri Lankan I I inspiring story thatrivals themost
more important than ever to under- I politicians (includingthe President and I ~::!:!:'::':!'~'~'~!:!:!S;jL.... ....J dramatic of thrillers. Paperback320pp
stand the national intelligence systems his brother, the Defence Permanent
ofrising powers and regional powers Secretary) , senior generals, intelli­

gence chiefs, civil servants, UN
officials, foreign diplomats and NGOs.

Available from Eye Spy Ref: ES/1472
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SPying, the "wond's second
oldest profession," is hardly
limited tothe traditional great

power countries. This important work,
nevertheless, is the first scholarly
volume to deal exclusively with the
comparative study ofnational
intelligence outside ofthe anglosphere
and European mainstream.
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Continued from page 43

THE WORLD OF COUNTER
TERRORISM AND INTELLIGENCE

SUPER TERRORISM

and Tokyo, there now exists airdetectors that will
alert theauthorities to the releaseof smallpox,
anthrax and other toxins, plus bacteriaintothe
rail tunnels. These systems have notbeen
installed forany other reason than agenuine
threat exists - one supported by intelligence.

SP ~ LL.;oF. G

On many major underground rail networks in
cities such as London, New York, Washington

Anthrax isadisease caused by the bacterium
Bacillus anthracis. The potential of itsmenace
can be found inaWorld Health Organisation
(WHO) report. Scientists here concluded that just
70 kilos delivered by aerosol over apopulated
area ofhalf amillion people, would result inthe
deaths of 100,000. In 1979, aleak ofanthrax
spores from abiological warfare plant inthe
Soviet cityofSverdlovsk, killed 66 people.

Some anthrax spores can survive for40years,
and British trials inWWII, rendered parts ofa
Scottish island uninhabitable fordecades.

This disease has beensuccessfully
eradicated foryears - the last case being
identified in1977. Initial symptoms are

flu-like, and then skin lesions develop. Once it
has taken hold there is no known cure. And at
present there isno Smallpox vaccine producer in
the world. Analysts toldEye Spy this is an
"attractiveform ofbiological warfare," primarily
because ofthe lack ofvaccine stockpiles.
Indeed, inthe United States, only three percent of
the population could be protected.

Sand flies swarm over water. In2011, a
Briton in Spain died after contracting
black fever - a rare parasitic disease

after shewas bitten by a Sand fly
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Perhaps this element ofsuper terrorism isbest
described by Jeffrey Lockwood, author ofthe
informative book - SixLegged Soldiers: Using
Insects as Weapons ofWar. Lockwood said:
"Insects are alow-tech, safe and effective
alternative weapon. They are easily collected or
reared, robust toenvironmental adversity and
able todisperse on their own. "

C
losecontact and the inhalation of anthrax
isalmost always lethal without immedi­
ate treatment. Few US security officials

will forget the deadly anthrax-laden letter attacks
in2001 and 2002 when several people died. The
perpetrator was never caught, but the FBI have a
good idea from whence the anthrax came and
who sent out the letters. Initially al-Qaida was
suspected, but it seems evident this was
domestic terrorism.
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public but many countries continued todevelop
such material fordecades tocome, including the
USA and UK.

In 1987, atthe height ofthe Iran-Iraq war, an
Iraqi aircraft flew over the Iranian city ofSardasht
and dropped achemical weapon killing about a
dozen civilians. Several hundred more were
injured. This attack was followed ayear later by
an event which shocked the world and showed
the appalling menace and power ofchemical
weapons.

On 16March 1988, Iraq Air Force warplanes flew
fourteen sorties inan attack on the northern Iraq
Kurdish town ofHalabja. Dozens of shells
carrying avariety ofpoisons, including hydrogen
cyanide, mustard gas and the nerve agents
tabun, sarin and VX, were unleashed on the
population. Within hours an estimated 5,000
people were dead and afurther 10,000 injured.
Three years later Saddam Hussein ordered
another chemical attack on the country's
southern-based Kurds. This prompted the
international community toact. Ano-fly zone
was initiated inthe north and south ofthe
country toprotect the Kurdish population, that for
years had wanted greater autonomy from
Baghdad.~Bubonic Plague is an

infection of the lymphatic
system usually caused by
the bite of an infected flea

© SAYEED JANBOZORGI

determined to manufacture them. Eye Spy
learned from aCIA source that forseveral years,
al-Qaida has sought to recruit medical profes­
sionals tohelp produce such deadly products.

S everal countries still retain large secret
stockpiles ofchemical weapons. These
should not be confused with biological

and radiological weapons, but can be described
as aweapon ofmass destruction (WMD).
Mustard gas, phosgene gas and nerve agents all

I fall under the same banner and can be dispersed
ingases, orinaliquid orsolid state. The effects
ofmustard gas, forexample, were seen on the
battlefields ofEurope inWWI. This horrified the

I
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These are just atiny number ofsubstances,
toxins and diseases which present adanger.
Security programmes, liaison with medical
organisations such as the WHO and the constant
monitoring ofsome terrorist outfits have
lessened, but not entirely removed the threat.
There are anumber of al-Qaida commanders and
domestic terrorists who have threatened to use
biological weapons, and case examples can be
found. Similarly, the creation of deadly cultures
and anthrax is by no means beyond persons

Indeed, such attacks have already occurred. For
example, in1995 the Japanese domestic terror
outfit Aum Shinrikyo released sarin inside several
tube lines resulting inthe deaths of13people.
Similar detectors can be found overground and
wind-tunnel tests between buildings have given
security officials agood idea where airflow may
deliver the poisons and toxins.

I
nfourteenth century Europe, Bubonic Plague
killed millions ofpeople. Its likely spread was
the bacterium Yersine Pestis transmitted by

fleas and carried by rats. Cases were reported in
the 1980s and 1990s inparts ofAfrica, India
and Latin America. Scientists fear the septicae­
mic and pneumonic strains and the CIA notes
that if used as aform ofgerm warfare, it might
be indistinguishable from anatural outbreak of
Asian Flu orsomething similar.



Castor
beans

officer. Today,
both MI6 and the
CIA working with
other intelligence
agencies are
monitoring castor
bean production in
atleast one north
African country.
Castor bean

growth is easy which makes the production of
ricin all the more worrying forcounter-terrorist
organisations.

Al-Qaida has been linked toanumber ofplots to
poison domestic water supplies. Writings
concerning cyanide, which isachemical
compound, have been secured by the intelli-

The use ofricin inamilitary capacity (powder
form) was examined by US military officials in
WWI. In the Second World War, America was
joined by Canada and aproject initiatedthat
looked atusing ricinincluster bombs. The Soviet
Union too had anumber ofricin-related pro­
grammes. All are now defunct.

In 1989, London-based Bulgarian dissident
Georgi Markov was killed after aSoviet spy
inserted aricin pellet into his leg via an umbrella.
However, ricin also comes inthe form ofa
powder orspray mist which makes it easy to
transport, and just afew grains are sufficient to
kill. At least two known AQ satehouses involved
inthe attempted production ofricin inthe UK
were identified by M15. Perhaps the most
infamous ofwhich involved Kamel Bourgass,
who later went on tokill aManchester police

Onemajor on-going fear isthe use of
t 'super poisons' by terrorist organisations.

These can be distributed invarious ways
inwater and food, forexample. They can also be
dispersed inthe air. Ricin isapoison that falls
into this category and occurs naturally incastor
beans. In captured al-Oalda training manuals,
operatives are shown how tomanufacture ricin
which if inhaled, injectedoringested isusually
lethal. Thus little surprise anumber ofAQ
attempts toproduce and distribute ricin have
already occurred.

the Syrian people, but there is areal possibility
large quantities may fall into the hands ofal­
Qaida cells known tobe fighting government
forces. Similarly, rogue forces aligned to Assad
may be tempted touse such weapons. Indeed,

t an unconfirmed wired press report on 7 March
2013, spoke ofanerve gas (Agent 'I:V) attack
against civilians. One witness said: "Abomb like
no other... yellow smoke." Several people were
treated forsores, blisters, skin burns and
paralysed limbs - all symptoms ofnerve gas
exposure. And forthe record, Syria isone ofa
small number ofcountries yet tosign the
Chemical Weapons Convention.

AFGHANISTAN US TROOPS WITHDUWAL FEARS
USNavy counter-terrorist
specialists blow-up large

stockpiles of spent
ordnance in Iraq 2011.

Despite such measures,
there is a real fear thatal­
Oaidasecured weaponry
following American troop

withdrawals. AI-Oaida
franchises in Iraq continue
to communicate closely
with associates in Syria

and Afghanistan. The CIA
fear unconventional and
chemical weaponscould
fall into the hands of many
terrorist outfits in Syria. In

Afghanistan, a similar
situation could arise once

significant numbers of
American troopsdepart
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Ali Hassan ai-Majid - 'Chemical Ali'

An Iranian helicopter assists Iraqi
Kurds following the chemical strike

When Saddam's regime was toppled inApril
2003, one ofhis closest officials was arrested ­
Ali Hassan ai-Majid. He was head of Iraq's
intelligence service and also known as 'Chemical
Ali ' because ofhis use of chemical weapons. He
was tried and sentenced todeath in2007 for
genocide and executed in2010. AI-Majid was
linked toover 100,000 deaths inthe Kurdish
regions alone.

In Syria today, there exists major stockpiles of
chemical weapons. The United Nations has
urged President Assad not touse them against



INTEL INSIDE
In 2006 nearly two million people
died from drinking contaminated

water. Millions
more fell ill . Today
it is estimated a
sixth of the world's

....~bP..... population have
no access to clean

... 3 _ drinking water

gence linked tosuper terrorism isso
sought after. Complacency isa
major fear amongst counter-terrorist
officials, especially insome

overseas countries where security is lax or
limited. However, even innations such as the
United States and Britain, there undoubtedly
exists plotters keen and emboldened totryand
defeat counter-measures.
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International efforts to coordinate counter­
terrorist measures have been inoperation for
years, and many countries, including adversar­
ies, have now joined todefeat terrorism.
However, fragmentation, hostility, regime change,
internal conflict and the changing ofgovern­
ments, often deflect CT strategy. And terrorists
need only glimpse awindow ofopportunity to
strike. Henceforth projects such as that
embarked inLondon by NSY to keep the public in
the 'loop' can only be aforce forgood.

• Inthe next edition, Eye Spy examines some of
the methods used toinfiltrate, disrupt and
identify terrorist organisations

COURTESY: US ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AGENCY r-- - - ---- - -----,

the programme isthe monitoring ofpathogens,
some which can occur naturally. In the early
2000s, both organisations embarked on a
nationwide security awareness programme
which saw officers visit and discuss security
measures atmajor water treatment plants and
refineries. These are still on-going.

T
hepossibility ofamajor biological,
nuclear orchemical attack remains small,
but with al-Qaida still intent on securing

and using such materials, little wonder intelli-

A USsecurity posterurging thepublic to monitor suspicious
behaviournearreservoirs, water productionand bottling plants.

This followed intelligence thatal-Qaidawas plotting to
contaminate drinking water inAmerican cities

gence community. Cyanide is
extremely toxic, and inthe form
used bySaddam Hussein (hydro­
gen/gas) it isdeadly as it affects
the nervous system and heart.
Following the death ofOsama bin­
Laden, Internet 'chatter' secured by
NSA and GCHQ referenced
poisoning water supplies, including
bottled water intourist resorts used
by Westerners.

Both ricin and cyanide were
discussed by the al-Qaida group
behind the attempt toblow up
aircraft using ink-jet bombs from
the Middle East to America in
2010. In this case operatives spoke
about sprinkling the materials on
food insalad bars athotels and
restaurants inAmerica. US officials
played down the story, but it was a
worrying report.

Both MIS and the FBI have dedicated desks
linked to water and food defence, and included in

Eye Spy is fully aware ofmore
credible reports concerning water
poisoning plots, though quite
rightly the authorities have not
revealed the extent nor intent of
some terrorist suspects toperform
such acts. However, both Washing­
ton DC and New York City have
been placed on heightened alert in
the last decade. The FBI secured vital intelligence
over adecade ago from aMoroccan terror cell
linked toal-Qaida. Here manuals and reference
papers detailing US drinking water systems and
reservoirs were recovered. Other evidence of
poison plots using plutonium and potassium
cyanide inwater were also secured atthe same
time. One FBI file dating from 2003, records a
warning about the use ofnicotine and solanine in
water and food. AI-Qaida was linked tothis
proposed plot.
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The capacity and ability forterrorists tostrike in
major cities isobvious. Security can be good,
but never total, and with so many targets to
defend, many analysts believe it is inevitable that
asuperterrorism attack will be performed
somewhere on the planet. Vigilance by the public
is ofcourse awatchword, and interesting to note
aNew Scotland Yard leaflet campaign delivering

I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ that message has been launched in London (see
above). Tens ofthousands ofhomes recently

liI.iI...iMi...l6liltAiiI......~ received amessage warning ... 'It'sProbably
Nothing, But.. .'



Russia Detains Suspected Assassin
Police in Moscow have arrested a man linked to the shooting in London of Russian banker,
German Gorbuntsov last March. This case was featured by Eye Spy in connection with an

assass ination list secured by MI5 contain ing the names of around 100 people
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Romanian Police e-fit
of gunman

Russian conflict have now reached
many countries, including Britain.

Another case which may be linked
tothe assassination list, concerns
the death ofwhistleblower Alexan­
der Perepilichny, 44. He emigrated
toBritain in2010 and was found
dead near his home on an
upmarket, heavily protected estate

Meanwhile, the shooting of Isaila in
Bucharest isbelieved to be acase
ofmistaken identity. One report
says the intended target may have
been abusinessman who owns the
building where Isaila was shot.

Alexander Perepilichny Valery Kurochkin

ofaformer business associate. "I
think it was because I was ready to
give evidence," he said. "They
decided that if there isno person,
there isno problem."

In recent years London has become
amagnet fordrawing powerful
Russians and dissidents who want
toescape the country's dark
underworld. Here businessmen,
crime syndicates, mafiaand
renegade intelligence and security
officials often clash. One diplomatic
cable issued from the US Embassy
inMoscow, described Russia as a
'virtual mafia state'. MI5 and New
Scotland Yard fear ripples from the

National Police chief Chestor Petre
Toba said that there were DNA links
to both crime scenes.

New Scotland Yard are now liaising
with police inRomania and Russia
over Proca.

Inarecent interview, German
Gorbuntsov said he believed the
attempt on his life was because he
was planning togive evidence in
another attempted murder case, that
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CCTV footage and witness descrip­
tions ofthe Bucharest gunman
provided details foran excellent e­
fit. Besides alack ofhair, the facial
features do look similar and the
composite enabled police to identify
Proca. In addition, the footage
revealed the gunman used a
Kalashnikov and aRussian-made
Makarov 9mm semi-automatic
pistol - the same gun type used in
London and Bucharest. Romanian

I
nterpol say the suspect, Vitali
Proca, 33, from Moldova, shot
Razvan Mircea lsaila, 26, in
Bucharest inlate 2012. He
then fled to Russia. Though hit

several times, just like Gorbuntsov,
lsaila survived after aseven-hour
operation. Proca had been released
early after receiving alife sentence
forbeating acouple todeath during
abotched robbery in1998.



inthecounty ofSurrey, southof
London, on10 November2012.
Perepilichny was reportedly
assisting Swiss investigators
looking into aRussian money­
laundering scheme operated by
corrupt officials. He also provided
evidence against those linkedtothe
2009 death ofanti-corruption
lawyer Sergei Magnitsky, acase that
caused an international outcry and
prompted the United States to push
for abill cracking down on Russian
corruption. Magnitsky, who worked
for aLondon-based investment
fund, had reportedly found evidence
linking the mafia with anumber of
seniorRussians.

Perepilichny is nowthefourth
person linkedtothe Magnitsky case
tohave died instrange circum­
stances. Forensic toxicology tests
haveyet to prove how he died, but
he was seeminglyvery fit and in
good health. New Scotland Yard has
assigned asenior officer toexamine
thedeathof Perepilichny.

Valery Nikolaevich Kurochkin, a
businessman was linkedtoa
massive multi-million crime
syndicate. Before he could be
questioned by policehe toowas
found dead ataUkrainian airport in
2008. Banker Semyon Kobeinikov, a
Russian-Hungarian national, fell
fromabalcony window also in
2008. He too was linkedtothe

Sergei
Magnitsky's

grave

affair. And anotherman, Octali
Gasanov also perished in unusual
circumstances in 2007. In the
Russianmedia, all thedeaths are
being connectedtoanoutfit called
the Klyuev Organised Crime Group.

One Russian analyst described the
situation: "Thosewho betray Russia
become political pawns ina
complicated geopolitical game...

they die because they do not
understand it."

The incidents involving London­
based Russians began in 2006.
Former KGB spy Alexsander
Litvinenko died after drinking tea
laced withPolonium-210. He had
been scheduled to travel to Spain to
investigateRussian crime organisa­
tions operating inthe country.
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Lubyanka - KGB headquarters
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sation." He also referenced aKGB
facility near Moscow called the
Fabrika whichmadepoisons.

former spy, who isnow saidtohave
a stoop and walk with a stick
followingthe incident, saidthere are
37 KGB (SVR/FSBj officers and 14
GRU men inLondon.When asked
by the newspaper how didhe
know? - Gordievsky replied, "from
my contacts," hintingat sources in
M16. Eye Spy believes the figure is
closer to 120.

Gordievsky, now 74, is also ofthe
opinion that the Russian Govern­
ment was behind theassassination
ofAlexsander Litvinenko in2006.
He met the former KGB and FSB
man on seven occasions, and had
this to say about his death. "Nobody
would dare tocarry out an assassi­
nation abroad inan important
country likeBritain without authori-

Besides asubstantial numberof
intelligenceofficers operating outof
itsembassy, Gordievsky says
Moscow is "runninganetwork of
informers" - including one
unnanned oligarth.

Gordievsky, who lives insouthern
England, was almostcertainly the
victim ofanattempted assassina­
tion in2008. In this case he
ingestedfoodwhich he believes
was poisoned at afunction. The

SPIES, POISONS ANDTHE KGB
FORMER KGB COLONEL AND MI6 AGENTOLEGGORDIEVSKY SPEAKS TO MEDIA

I
n an interview withtheGuardian
newspaper, Oleg Gordievsky, a
former colonel intheKGB and
an MI6 agent, saysthat Russian

Intelligencehas as many spies in
London as it didatthe height ofthe
Cold War.
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experiments were conducted between
Leningrad and Sevastopol. The resurrection of
this remote viewing resurgence inspired a
knock-on reaction inrespect ofUnited States
government research.

The American remote viewing chronology is
perhaps best to follow from the association of

to send information about events in the Arctic
I telepathically toSherman, both men keeping a

written record ofevents. It later transpired that
comparison ofthe two experimenters records,
gave substantial credibility tothe concept of
telepathic viewing over distance.

Russian research goes back far earlier than
the above experiment. In 1922 eminent
researchers such as Vladimir Bekhterev,
(1857-1927) the founder ofthe Institute for
Brain Research at the University ofLeningrad,

I conducted many experiments inRemote
Viewing (telepathy). However, during the time
ofStalin (1879-1953) such research was
forbidden and the ban was not lifted until the

early 1960s. Itwas at that
time the brilliant student of
Bekhterev, Leonid Vasiliev
was backed by the Russian
government, who saw the
benefits ofsuch research in
light ofthe Cold War.
Professor Vasiliev received
funding and anumber of
research centres were
established in Russia. Itwas
reported in 1963 that
successful remote viewing
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he chronology ofremote
viewing history goes back to
Babylonian times in the
sense ofesoteric practices in
various forms ofdivination,
which were often used for

military purposes. In respect ofscientific
remote viewing, the works ofSir Hubert
Wilkins (1888-1958) and Harold M. Sherman
(1898-1987) is as good astarting point as
any.

Sir Hubert Wilkins was anoted explorer, who,
in1938, was requested by the Russian
government to find agroup ofnavigators after
their plane had crashed inthe Arctic. Harold
Sherman was adistinguished
researcher inthe field ofmind
and ESP potential. The two
men got together to perform a
unique experiment foritstime.
Using the search plane
mission as aresearch
premise, they devised a
remote viewing experiment
involving Wilkins in the Arctic
acting as the 'sender' and
Sherman as the 'receiver' in
New York. The objective was



University of Leningrad (Saint Petersburg)
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A Soviet
postage stamp

commemorating
Levanevsky's flight

from Moscow to
San Francisco in

1935 via the
North Pole

problems, Levanevsky was forced to land
on an ice flow. Here he was rescued by a
German submarine and duly offered his
services to the Reich. It didn 't help
matters when in WWII, a German bomber
was shot down
near Moscow... the
pilot was a one
Hans Levanevsky.

Ingo Swann, a well known remote
viewer who worked with US Intelli­
gence on various projects passed

away in February 2013

magnetometer. This research peaked the
I interestofthe CIA who then invested time and

money into the development ofthe pro­
gramme. Swann was invited totake part in
further studies, but had tobriefly return to
New York.

Dr Hal Puthoff was born in1936, and attained
his Ph.D. from Stanford University, his

I expertise reached into the field ofgravitational
physics, and he had astrong interest in
parapsychology. Puthoff had anaval back­
ground and joined Stanford Research Institute
as aconsultant in laser physics, becoming
head ofthe remote viewing programme in
1972. During the time Swann was absent from
the Stanford Research Institute, Russell Targ
joinedthe staff. He held aBSc inphysics, also
specialising in laser science. Both he and
Puthoff officially co-founded the remote
viewing programme thatran for 23 years and
was funded tothe tune ofaround twenty-five
million dollars. ~

Itwas Cleve Backster who introducedIngo
Swann to Dr Hal Puthoff atthe important
Stanford Research Institute. This marked a
turningpoint inremoteviewingresearchin
America. In1972 through 1973, Ingo Swann
became asubject for research at the centre,
the first experiments being similar tothoseof
Dr Gertrude Schineidler. These experiments
involved the 'remoteviewing' ofobjects
hidden inabox. An associated experiment
was also conducted, which related to Ingo
Swann affecting the readings ofahidden

interest inparapsychology to theextent that
during theearly1970s he was assisting Cleve
Backster, withexperiments involvingthe
power of mental activityand its influenceon
plants. Swann, who sadly passed away on 1
February 2013 aged 79, also took part in
experimentsattheAmerican Society for
Psychical Research, under Dr Gertrude
Schmeidler. These experiments involved
projection of the mind over ashort distance,
and were looselycategorised as 'remote
viewing'.

CIA FUNDING

viably commercial one. Radio operators
received Levanevsky's last message after
his aircraft had passed some 300 miles
from the North Pole heading towards
Alaska. The aircraft and Levanevsky's

crew have never r-~iiiil~l~been found.

Amidst many
theories came
one most
outrageous
story from the
propaganda
machine of Nazi
Germany. It was
claimed , due to
mechanical

IngoSwannand Cleve Backster, whoI have
writtenabout in previous articles. Backster's
experiments in the 'primary perception' of
plants iswell known. Ingo Swannheld a
degree in both biology and art, and was
ostensibly an artist, however, he had an avid
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RUSSIA'S 'LINDBERGH'4lIIIIIIIIiiii
Disappearance of Sigismund Levanevsky
S ir Hubert Wilkins , a renowned arctic

explorer, was asked to help find the
missing aircraft of Polish-born

Sigismund Levanevsky and his crew of
six. The flight, in a Bolkhovitinov-DB-A
long-range bomber-type aircraft from
Moscow to New York in August 1937, had
been organised to prove the route was a



'ZII' M~

UNITED STATES

'N to l

• •• Research begins
again - Leon id Vasil iev
(biocommunications)
(Leningrad University)

IEyE S

headed their Remote Viewing programme. He
also arranged contracts with the Monroe
Institute, where some members of the project
were trained. Captain F. Holmes Atwater, was
the operations and training officer for the
project, and developed the Extended Remote
Viewing system (mentioned in the last article) .
One ofthe people trained byIngo Swann was
Major Ed Dames, atechnical intelligence
officer. Dames joined the INSCOM team,
bringing with him Coordinate Remote Viewing
(mentioned in the lastarticle) . One remote
viewer who joined these projects in 1988 was
David Morehouse P.h .D. later to become
author ofanumber of books on the subject
including 'Psychic Warrior'. Another person
hired in the early 1980s as a remote viewer
with the army's psychic Intelligence Unit atFt

Ingo Swann­
Cleve Backster

Ingo Swann­
Dr Gertrude Schmeidler

Stanford Research
Institute - CIA funding

Dr Hal Puthoff - Swann - Pat
Price - Russell Targ joined

Andr ija Puharich & Yuri
Geller

CIA Funding withdrawn
•• Edwin May

USAF and DIA funding
• : INSCOM at Ft. Meade

General Albert Stubblebine
F.Holmes Atwater

Ed Dames
David Morehouse

Joseph McMoneag le

• • The above - under the
umbrella of The Stargate
Projects were terminated

By 1978 the SRI
was not the only
official research
centre inthe field
of remote viewing.
Atthe Army
Intelligence and
Security Com­
mand (INSCOM)
General Albert
Stubblebine

bythe Air Force and the Defence Intelligence
Agency (DIA) . In 1976 Dr Edwin May Ph.D.,
known forhis work inparapsychology, joined
the Stanford Research Institute (whichwas by
now called SRI International), becoming
director ofthe Cognitive Science Programme.
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SCANATE AND DlA

During Ingo Swann's
absence from the
project, several other
peopleassisted in
remote viewing
experiments, these
included Andrija
Puharich M.D., LL.D,
born in 1918, who
was also anoted
inventor. He had an
avid interest inthe

Yuri Geller human mind and its
psychic potential. While in Israel Puharich
worked with Yuri Geller, encouraging him to
come tothe United States. Puharich was also
responsible forGeller's arrival at the Stanford
Research Institute in 1972.

In 1973 during the initial CIA funded remote
viewing projects SCANATE, another team
player Pat Price became involved, infact there
was some rivalry between Price and Swann.
Price worked forthe CIA, but remained with
the project until 1975, when aheart attack
brought about an untimely death. His passing
is still the subject ofspeculation among some
individuals. Inthe same year CIA funding was
withdrawn. Fortunately, the tab was picked up



Stalin's hand seen in death of
VLADIMIR BEKHTEREV
Controversystill surrounds the fate of VladimirBekhterev. Two days

before his death on 24 December 1927, he diagnosed Joseph Stalin
with paranoia and noted he had awithered arm. Therewas widespread

speculation he was poisoned as revenge for the
diagnosis. Thereafter, Stalin had Bekhterev's
name and all of his works removed from Soviet
textbooks.

This was atrait associated with Stal in and there
exists many instances where those whom he did
not get along with simply vanished from history,
and insome cases, from photographs as well.

Itisknown Bekhterev worked with Russia's
NKVD(predecessor of the KG B) on several occasions.

Seni or NKVD man Nikolai Yezhov disappears from this
photo with Stalin soon after his execution in 1940

Meade, was Joseph McMoneagle. On leaving the service, he too
became an author ofbooks such as 'RemoteViewing Secrets'. The
programmecontinued torun until 1995.

END OF STARGATE PROJECTS

On 29 September 1995, areport that had beendrawn up by the
American Institute For Research (AIR) and initiated by the CIA, recom­
mended the termination ofall the remoteviewing research conducted
under the umbrellaname oftheStargate Projects. This may partly have
been due tothe growing public awareness ofthis research, together
withthe possible effect ofits more esoteric content reflecting onthe
plausibility and reputeof certain vested organisations involved.

I have provided avery brief outline of some key players involved in the
development oftheremoteviewing programmes. However, there are
many other names too numerous to includehere who nevertheless,

I"" played important roles in the
Trident missile at the""'" --- development of remote viewing. I

Cold War Museum . hope however, that this short
::::;:; article provides sufficient back­

ground forany reader whowants
todelve deeper intothe subject.

To understand why some re­
searchers believe governments
should have funded remote
viewing projects, which tothe
laypersonfringeon thedomains
oftheparanormal, we need to
look back intime and history. That
will be the focus ofthe next
article.
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