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halt mile along aclear line of sight. The laser
beam must be aimed out a window—it

would be deflected by a wall. In the case of

the Oval Office it had to go through the

panes of the French doors leading to the

Rose Garden.

Highly reliable sources told Penthouse

that one or more senior officials of the Secret

Service and the Central Intelligence Agency

are familiar with the "Easy Chair” situation in

the White House, although they could not

say whether they learned of it only when the

laser device was discovered and removed

early in August 1970, or whether they knew

at some earlier date. The sources would not

rule out that the late J. Edgar Hoover, then

director of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-

tion, was also privy to “Easy Chair.”

In.any event, this super-bugging of the

presidential office looms as one of the mast

bizarre episodes in the still unfolding story

of domestic spying carried out by six suc-

cessive administrations. but climaxing most

spectacularly during Nixon's tenure.

Penthouse learned of this bugging of the

Oval Office as a result of a lengthy investi-

gation. According to highly authoritative

sources, the person who installed the laser

transmitter, possibly on a second attempt

when ‘an original device did not function

properly, is a foreign-born individual em-

$1 ployed as a painter by the government and

apparently controlled by one of the intelli-

gence agencies. His name as well as a

number of other relevant details are with-

held from publication to avoid causing suf-

“fering and embarrassment to persons inno-

‘cently involved in this operation.

Investigations by Penthouse have also

produced the significant fact that officiais af

"the General Services Administration, which

is responsible for the maintenance of gov-

ernment buildings. have been under strict

orders from the Secret Service since 1970

not to discuss with outsiders anything per-

taining to the painting of the interior of the

White House. The Secret Service also is-

sued orders that all inquiriés on the subject

be immediately reported to it. These orders

apply to painting foremen and their crews as

well as to other GSA employees. Penthouse

sources were unable to say, however, wheth-

er these orders are exclusively related to

the “Easy Chair” incident.
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rope; the Army Criminal Investigation

Command; and the Defense Investigative

Service. It must be kept in mind that a: thi
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acting on requests from nineteen federal

agencies and scores of local law entorce-
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