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Appendix D: 
Reaction Mechanisms

Amphetamine Reactions
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Methamphetamine Reactions
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Phenylacetone Reactions

Cl
CH3NH2

H
N

methamphetamine

M6

Cl FeCl3

benzene
allyl chloride

ferric chloride
1-phenyl-2-chloropropane

methylamine

H
N

ephedrine methamphetamine

M7

HN

OH

Na or Li

ammonia
tetrahydrofuran

O

phenylacetic acid phenyl-2-propanone

P1

OH

O

acetic anhydride

O

O

O

CN
O

O
O

H
O

benzyl cyanide ethyl acetate α-phenylacetoacetonitrile phenyl-2-propanone

P2

ONa

CN

sodium ethoxide

Pb(OCOCH3)2
O

phenylacetic acid phenyl-2-propanone

P3

OH

O
lead acetate
© 2004 by CRC Press LLC



MDA/MDMA Reactions
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Phencyclidine Analogs
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